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SUBJECT:  ASSASSINATI ON OF PRESIDENT
KENNEDY, 11/22/63
AFO

Bureau called on morning of 11/26/63 re letter of trans-
mittal of some evidence dated 11/23/63 of SA DRAIN, page 2, last
paragraph pertaining to two prints which had been dusted by the

- " Dallas PD and then photographed, copy of photo furnished Bureau.
_  This print was on the left part of the trigger guard of the rifle.

What the Bureau would like to get ahold of is the negative

of that photo that the Police took down there. Call Bureau back
on this,

SA DRAIN advised of above and instructed to make effort to
get negative,

2 - Dallas Y 7
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t{onorable J. Lee Rankin,
33 Weat 44th Street, - ' )
New York, New York. : R

Dear Lee:

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I received from Kilgore & Kilgore L

which I talked to you about yesterday. It concerns the two weapons of
Lee¢ Harvey Qswald. ' ‘ ‘

I do hope that the Depa rtment of Justice will not 4rcl'mquish the
weapons because {t is important to have them in their present condition
in order to support the testimany of the experts before the Commission.
Also, I have no doubt that if rejeased they will find their way to some
collection which will be used comme rcially to exploit the assaasination
of cur President. : . :

I would appreciate it if you would make whatever reply is necelo)'
sary to Kilgore & Kilgore. ' :

With best wishes; I am

Sincerely,
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Stcten car"mat,cu £ foreign monufacture, Thuse I have ceen

for

s Lo rifle were of Italian kanufacture, They have pulled

the willtary bullets from thouc cart tridges and reloaded nunting

~
0

tyns or soft polnt bulle%s into the cartridges. In dolng %that,
thoy did not, apparently, take any great¢ pains in louding them.
C’CJG*Oually, the mouth of the case would be bent over arnd the
B ‘l»u driven in right on top of %the bent case,

I have seen split caricidge caced, even before they were

firccy tadly corroded cartridge cases. All in all,'the ammunition

B

of genexrally poor over-all appecarance, and i¢ hag been reporied
to mec thxt it was of poor filring quality.,
I have not fired any o7 1%, perconally.

Iir, Eisenberg. Kave you nunrd anything about the dependability

of ¢he Italian made amrwunitica unieloaded?
‘I, Prazlier, No, £ir, nct as such. -
a
Heuever, I have exporini:zd  Ihz cuumination of Itallan
aﬁ"un;txcw of varlous year: «7 uaznu’actusc and, ox course, various
TOHCE, ewmemiliie=dtoia = SR URITTT OO e lﬂ this particular
e21Iber emmc=izompebe (he vory ghort scating depth %o which

bullets of .this ¢ype a}e il dn the coriridge,wstTi causes
tre bullots to loosen very rczcily in the cartridge case even
cfore they a2 loaded into a clip or fired.
I’», Eiserberg. Did ycu rotice, Iir, Frazier, in your
eramination cf targets and go forth whether therewac any marked

dezred of yaw or tumbling by the bullets?
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