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s THE MANNLICHER CARCANO
—A PRACTICAL EXPERIMENT IN ITS REASSEMBLY

by

Ian Griggs* :

Attheendof arecetupresenmuononthe mbjeetofthenﬂe allegedlyusedmthe assassination
of President Kennedy‘ Iwas pleased to answer questions from an enthusiastic and knowledgeable
audience. One quesuon concemed a screwdriver or breakdown tool for the Mannlicher-Carcano
I confirmed thatthere wasno evndence to suggest thatexther a breakdown toolora screwdnverhad

. been found exther on the smh floor or in Lee Harvey Oswald’s possessxon. It was then suggested

that perhaps i it could have been posslble for the Mannhcher)to have be

hxmwhenhew anested’

MuchofmypresamﬁonwascemedonmefactmaﬂdmmmeWmenCommssions
accountofthe ﬁndmgand subsequenthandlmg of the Mamhcher-Camano‘Furﬂmmore, I
senouslyquesuontheveryemsteneeofthepapersackmwmehtheweaponisallegedmhavebeen
carried by OswaldfromIrvmgmtheTexasSchoolBookDeposxtolyonmemommgofme
assassumtim.'rhe ‘official version’ would have us'believe that Oswald carried the disassembled
nﬂema“heavybrownbag ﬂlepapersackCEl42-‘onﬂ1ebackseatofBuellWesleyFrazxers
car that mommg."l'he word ‘disassembled'nsme ei-yfew ifa any, xesearchexs havetaken

Marmheher-Careano, 'CE 139 measures 40.2 mehes in length m its assexnbled ,eondmpn. When
broken down or disassembled, its long_est quxponent, the wooden’ _stock, is'34.8 mc;xes._‘ FBI
weapons expertRobertAFranerexplams this butgog;no further We areleftto assumethatto
disassemble the weapon isa smughtforward and simple action a atthe end of wlnchwe have the nﬂe
in two pieces - the wooden stock anid _renimnd rbfxteons:sungofﬂw metal pan.lnreahty,
isfarfrqm,@‘?.‘.ﬂ.’m:.af%m hans SR N et e
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" Perhapsitis appropriate : at
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toexplainexactlywhatyouhavewhenyoudxsassemble
thxsweapon.Despxtememxtomancassumpuonthatyouhavea wooden part’ and a ‘metal part’ there
1sfarmoretonthanthat.Whenﬁnlydlsassembled.whlchxthastobetoxsolateme oodenstock,
youﬁndyomselfwnhnofewerman twelve separate components. Xes. twelve’ T li T
lfwettmgoalongwxmmeWarrenCommxssmu smamargumemt.hatOswaldwasmelone
assassin, then we have to add the rifle sling, mammumuonchpandfourunexpendedenmdges-
agrand total of eighteen individual bits and pieces. I can just i imagine Oswald chmbmgmol’-‘rmer ]
carcarrymgapapersackmwmchanthoseassonedmgredlemsofthenﬂewerejanglmgabm
mWanmReponcIamsmAtOswaldhaddisassanbledmeMumhchermmableumﬁt
into the paper sack "ItthenusesCE 1304toshowusmatthenﬂexsm3usttwop1eeesatﬂnspomt.
CE 1304 purponstobeaphotogmph showmgdmeMannhcher—Caremomlts dxsassembled state. It

»doesmdwdshowtheweaponb eud wnuuotwoparts,onewoodenmdonemetal.asdescnbed
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above. Like much of the Warren Commission’s so-called evidence, l;owevcr,allisnotwhatitsecms
atfirstglance. . .. : o

The CE 1304 photograph shows a rifle which has been disassembled and then reassembled
but without the main metal part (barrel, firing pin, trigger, chamber, etc.) being included. Close
examination of the photograph will reveal that ail five retaining screws are in their correct positions
but they are certainly not retaining the main metal component. The photograph is a complete waste
of time - with an evidential value of precisely nil. It is totally misleading - and perhaps deliberately
A re-enactment R )

During a visit to Dallas in Juoe 1994 I again had the opportunity to handle and examine a
Mannlicher-Carcano identical to thatallegedly found on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book
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« fig 1. The five retaining screws and the 0
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Deposiwrypn_ZquNoyeﬁ;ber 1963. Thisis the same weapon which, together witha groupof fellow
“British résearchers, 1 had studied in November 1963 when it had formed a central part of the JFK-
' Assassination Information Center display. 4% g e K P A EL L
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S e, 1 spét acBous on Friday 24th T, fllowed by the efire afismoon of Saturda
sth, doing nothing but handle, photograph, measure and stidy

25th, dof ut handle, ph re and stidy that rifle. Most importaiit, I ook it
‘to pieces and then put it together again over a dozen times. Not having the correct breakdown tool

" for this type of weapon, I expérimented with twG makeshift altenatives - a screwdriver and a dime

coin. The small change in Oswald’s possession when he was arrested consisted of on€ half dollar,

' three dnn&s,ommckle(sxc) and two penmnies.* It was therefore possible that one of Oswald’s dime
*“coins could have been used as a temporary breakdown tool for the Marnlicher-Carcano.. 2.
P L R A S T ) PO T A R L Bt A S ‘e e Lo

""" In his testimony before the Warren Comﬁi_i;;ibﬁ; Cortlandt Cunningham, a Special Agent at

the FBI Laboratory, (Firearms Identity Unit) stated that ‘he had been able to reassemble the

- Mannlicher (CE 139) in “a few seconds over two minutes” using a screwdriver and in six minutes

with a dime.? it s g sitit b b S SR H R S EREN
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for the various parts of the disassembled Mannlicher. I shall therefore describe them in basic
layman”s‘téms..l ,:_'A‘,:,.;_A:’_”', :;._: :-’: N ( ’:{: N :. .": .,:».1 ‘¢ PR ‘;v P .:‘ ....’Vum

... /As already explained, the longest individual part is the wooden stock. There is a second

' 'wooden component - a short piece about seven and a half inches long known as the top stock - which
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sits atop the wooden stock just forward of and below the front end of the scope. This serves no
functional purpose in the actual firing of the rifle but is necessary to keep other parts in position.

The main metal component consists of the barrel and the firing mechanism. The latter
includes the chamber, firing pin, bolt and trigger. For the purposes of this exercise, the telescopic
sight, permanently screwed to the top of this metal section, can be described as being part of it. It
is not necessary to remove the scope when disassembling the weapon. ~ o :

There are two metal collars which serve to hold the main metal part into a recessed section
on top of the larger of the two wooden parts (the stock). o Lo

The first of these two collars is at the forward end of the wooden stock, just five and a half
inches from the end of the barrel. The second collaris situated a further five and ahalf inches behind

. L A

The combined magazine well/trigger guard fits into place directly beneath the wigger

All the above parts are held in place by five retaining screws. Two identical screws secure the
forward collar to hold together the front end of the wooden stock and the barrel. Another slightly
longer screw similarly holds the rear collar firm and this in tum keeps the top stock in position. This
screw also fits into the forward sling swivel to hold it in place on the left side of the rifle. The

- magazine well/trigger guard is secured by two larger and heavier screws the forward one being
considerablylopger tan e o st e ear T L -
" Those, then, a the twelve separate components inio which the 6 Smm

et

guard. (Note that due to its closeness
immpossible to adjust with a dime

fig2.The P!
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"As mentioned éai_ﬂi‘g“rf I spent several hours familiarising myself with the weapon and the

method by which it is disassembled and then put back together. Assuming that Lee Harvey Oswald

did indeed carry the disassembled rifle into the depository (a view to which I personaily do not
would have been 2 difficult task for him to reassemble the weapon. - °7 =

He WO ve had limited time (somebody could distirb him) and he wotld probably have
been in a confined space. '+ Most significant of all, of course, would be knowledge of his purpose
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,some moments of great anxiety and near pamc The second screw mthe front’ collar presents nc

in reassembling the rifle - to deliberately kill the most powerful and important man in the world. I
that factor alone did not make his fingers sticky with sweat and his heart beat at twice its normal rate
then nothing would have done. Such a person would obviously have beenina greatly increased stat¢
of emotion, anxiety and downright fear!

The conditions which prevailed when I assembled the weapon were very much more relaxed.

I was in a roomy, well-lit, air-conditioned environment with no external pressures whatsoever. }

knew that if T accidentally dropped one of the screws or mistakenly tried to fit one of the rifle parts
in the wrong place, it would not matter. I could always begin all over again. ’

- Isaton alow, revolving chair with all the rifle components lined up in the correct order or

a table beside me. I began with the wooden stock across my lap. My good frrend Tom Jones (JFK

Resource Group Dallas) was wrth me and in accordance wrth my pnor request, he took photograph

~at each stage of the expenment.

. .. .Stage one was possibly the tncloest of all. The rearmost of the two collars has o be fittec
loosely around the barrel sectron of the main metal part and then the other collar is ‘pushed intc

position in front of it. The entrre ‘metal part then has to be mampulated into position along the
" recessed section at the' top 'of the wooden stock. This requtres considerable dexterity since there i
-only one position in whrch it will sit cleanly in the correct place. The two collars are then pushec

- along the barrel until they engage in their correct positions. The front collaris pamcularly tight anc

-is not easy to site accurately. The first three screws, two in the front collar and one in the other.

_ 'areposmoned and ughtened at thrs stage, beginning at the front and worlnng backwards. The first

is the most drfﬁcult smce great care is: needed to ensure that it also engagesa srnall hole inthe metal

‘thishad become farrly strai ghtforward Underthe ‘Oswald ’ condrttons. however, Ican welli rmagme

) thrng " study books and documents and perhaps uneanh some rmportant new facts but tc

physically duplicate the actual actions allegedly undertaken by the supposed assassrn wasa source
of great satisfaction and considerable pride.. - ; ; S
. So what did I leam from all this?

.. Well, number one - it is no simple task to assemble this rifle! Certamly not as sunple as those

. ) glib words in the Wanen Report or that mrsleadmg CE. 1304 photograph would suggest. S

oy Secondly wlulst itwas relatrvely easy to trghten the screws wrth a screwdnver. it was by nc
means a simple task using a dime. Thecomrsthmenoughto ﬁtmtothe recessed head ofthescrewc
but dueto rts tiny drameter (about two thirds of an inch) there is hardly any leverage and thrs make
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it very difficult to exert the pmsure needed to tighten the screws sufficiently. A similar problem is
encountered when trying to disassemble the weapon, pameularly wrth the front screw on the
magazine well/trigger guard. _ il K

. Thirdly - as already mentioned, I was under no pressure whatsoever whereas Oswald would
have been confronted with indescribable mental and physical problems -everything! fmm near panic
to sweat running from his forehead into his eyes. ‘

Finally - I had practised many times before undertakmg my real attempt atpu g the gun
together. I knew precisely where each piece was and where and in what order it should be fitted. I
knew when I had to change the position of the rifle from horizontal (across my 1ap) to vertical
(between my knees).

fig3. The ol lxcher-Carcano broke

P A e

- mpmiEehaos i kA : o AT “-

-.Twonderhow many umes andunderwhatcondmons, Oswald would havehadthe opportumty
to carry out‘,dry runs’ or rehearsals Nowhere near as many asme,l am sure.

.. How. long didit takeme o reassemble the Mamhcher-Carcano" Well. my best ume was two
mmutes and fouf seconds witha screwdnver. I have to confees thatI admmed defeat using a drme
Havmg ‘begun “several times and fallen hopelessly behind the clock, I have to look upon SA
Cunmngham s time of six minutes with a cenam degree of suspicion. Trying t0 putxhe gun together

with a dime resulted inme sustaining two blood blisters on my fingers and a small cut on the Jomt
of my nght ‘thumb. I i § U0 0 L DS 20 Aizeszas no selinrel

 Having successfully completed my expenments wrth the 6 Smm Mannhcher ‘Carcano I
remain convinced that Lee Harvey Oswald had neither the nme, the place nor the comect oondmons
to have putt that nﬂe together at any time inthe four and a halfhours between lus amval at the Texas
School Book Deposuory at about 8am'® and when it was allegedly used to kill the Presrdent of the

United States, 12.30pm.* !
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Vol.l no. 1 of The Fourth Decade has -

‘gnotha‘of its unique back covers Which we”
repmducehaewlmthehndpamnssmofedx-
tor and publisher',"Profssor Jerry D Rose. ML
o+4{ This is one of the documents recently
released from LhcpapersoftheﬂouseSelect' i
CommxmeonAssasmauonsandxspmofuw Y

- ;-Lopez Report dealing with the HSCAs investi-
gauonofOswa!deexxco Thedocummt
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) R Thedocumenthasbeensothomughly
" ‘sanitized prior to its release, however, that it has
" become nothing more than a sick joke. It seems -
. that these people seal the files for 30-something |
years and then eventuially release them insucha
hxghly—samuzedstar.eastonegmanyevndmual ]
_valueﬂwymayoncehavehad. R s
o Arewestillbemgtakmfcrmugs’_ . [
- Ifanybodycmuanslateanyofthecon- A
tunofthxsdocumentpahapsdleycmldlaus
e Mknow whatumenns'
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