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U.S. Circuit Chief Judge David, L.

Bazelon has accused. the natlons eri-
minologists of being more eoncemed :

with government funding and impres-

sive statistics than they are with deal- . -
. : .- ¢ =genuine way to understand crime, and
“causation’ is its. name,” said Bazelon, ‘

iug with the causes of crime.

In a speech prepared for delivery
. this weekend before the American So-
ciety of Criminology in Atlanta; Ba-":'.j
zelon said the Nixon’ administration’s

“war on crime” and the intense gov-
ernment spending during that war has
left a’ legacy of represswe ,attltudes

' . «If has left an’ ‘entize discipline, and

with it a profession, disastrously
skewed and twisted, looking toward
the shifting winds of politics rather
than the guideposts of reason to pro-

vide its sense of direction,” Bazelon .
. nity. Street crime ‘springs from he an--

said.

_Bazelon’s speech comes at ‘a t1me
when some liberal jurists and. politi- -
cians have fallen silent during’a pub-
lic outery about crime in the nation. »

_soothe the

" searqhes,

! hnked?e'sav ge’ deunvatlou;" Bazelon '

. sults.

mg Crlme Cause

He sald that instead of offermg
* “placebos” such as new . sentencing
procedures and new criminal laws to
, public, - criminologists
should use their expertise to educate

“the public about the “nature of crlme

itself.” _
“In my opinion, there is only one :

generally known as one .of the na-
tion’s most liberal judges. The 68-year-
old judge has been on the U.S: Court
of Appeals here since 1949, and since

‘that time has written numerous lead-

ing liberal opinions on such criminal
issues ‘'as insanity -deéfenses, illegal
and ﬂlegal wuetappmg

told he criminologists. “Street crime .

. comes out .of wretched poverty, ‘bro-

ken families, malnutrition, mental and
physical illness, mental retardation,
racial discrimination, lack or opportu-

ger and resentment of those who have
been tw1sted by a culture of grmdirlg
oppression.” -

Saying the public does not want to
donfront this belief but instead wants
to “raise a hue and cry for results,”

' Bazelon accused the criminologists. of

falling too easily to “political expedi-
ency” and ‘a ‘virtual obsession with\
numbers” to show they are- gettmg re-

“Research thus ceases to be an ‘in-
strument of  human - understanding,
and becomes instead merely an en-
gine for the creation of results about
which no one cares, and which illumi-

‘nate nothing,” Bazelon said.

“The profession (of criminology) de-

~ pends in large measure on the politi-

cians who control the nation’s purse
strings,” Bazelon added. “The public

" sets a hidden agenda for the profes-

sion.”

He sald the ciminologists should
adopt a massive plan of professional
and national reform that would re-
move what he called the element of
“repression” from their jobs. .-

“You have a choice: You can either -
face that fact responsibly as citizens, -
or you can become the faceless, tech-
nically proficient handmaidens of in-
“justice,” Bazelon said. :




