er .

aptain was convicted yes:
terday ‘of participatmg in
aniantiwar-demonstration’
in London’ in*violatidn:of "

an “Air “Forde ‘regulation
vpl‘dh}blﬂn ispchydctivities |
by Afignéd abroad.”

The ofﬁlce, ‘Capt.; Thom- «
as L. Culver, sald he. wﬂl :
appeal the- “constitutionality '
of 2fhe. rggulatlon, which
does not apply 1o, alrmen
in the Umted states

. s

‘the constitutio
|that T.am not "guilty and-that

gh ' th
‘[ court system
Lof: Mllitary Appeals which sits

lpeo!ol toThe Washington Post
AKENHEATH England

‘ July 13 ‘= Capts Thomas L.

8 32—year-old legal offi-

¢er, was found guilty today
“|viglating an Air Force regula-

tion. forbigidmg demonstra-

; demonsh'ation in London - p]

d.also with soli¢it- -

to participate, both

fﬁ,hem',‘this ‘afternoon’ after -al-

our, -hours of .delibera-|.

s ortly after the verdict, Cul-

ver, yisibly” shaken ‘but " still

calin ot voice, ‘said,; “I'm upset,

A{but; not . sm:prised The judge
'gave ‘such a broad definitioh| .
fof ;demonstrations = that the
+jury .had . to-find me- guﬂty
‘| This ‘will ‘be a big hunk out'of

my life, but I hope that the ap-
pellant, -cofirt_ will  decide anj.
ty and rule

servicemen _ do . have rights.|

. Somebody had "to . stick their|
‘}-neck; out. Tlns is the wny you

up to the Court

in’ Washington, That board is
made up of three civilians,
The’ case could also be.taken

by, the: U. S. Supreme Courtif

it agrees'with the defénse eon-.
tention that a constitutlonal
issue is involved. W

_ Similarly . higher oommands
up the line, up to and includ-
ing -the - President, the com:

in violation of an Air Force
regulation which bars such ac-.’
tivity. The regulation does not

\ APT THOMAS CULVER
#Not Surprised” ¢

viewing the ‘case with the op-
‘tion.of lessemng the charge or
 the sentence. T
o Early” An' the trial the “de-
fense: challenged the constitu-
tionality of the regulation bar-
#ing ~“participation ‘in demon-
strations outside the United
States. The trial judge, Carl R.
Abrams, ruled against it. -

Both sides generally agreed
to the facts of the May 31 inci-
dent—that 200 off-duty airmen
assembled in civilian dress at
Speakers ~ Corner . in. Hyde
Park, . that they .walked in
groups. of -six to-the embassy
to deliver their-anti war peti-
.tion addressed to the Presi-
dent and - Congress, and that
1hey then attended a. concert
in Vlctorla Park. .t ox b
% The five-day trial focused on

the "question of ‘whether thls T

was.a' demonstration.
‘Abrams, stating that he had
consulted five dictionaries, de-
fined - a rzlemonstration as “a
public . sHowing or display by a
large group: of assembled per-| -
sons, of feelings such as sym-
pathy ot” antagonism, - espe-{
clally towards & person, a
cause; or action of public in-
terest—for a large crowd to
intentiorially assembly: to pro-

"of: law at Indiana University,”
described _ the definit.lon as o

'~ guaranteed
" amendment to. ‘thel Constitu-

foe eome otﬂclal act!on or wte

festatlon of feeling ”»

Edward F. Sherman,
defense counsel and professor

clvilian

“wholly inndequate .

- Prosecutor , “Franklin-

una argued that “there was
lanning . and orgamzatlon
armbands, ‘attempts to get at-
.tention, statements Tead out,”
“and political satire, What hap-
pened. down there was ‘a dem-
onstrauon’ {

! The def.ense concentrated-
~on- -trying "to. prove ‘that no '

.demonstration had ‘occurred,
‘that it-was-only ‘the presenta-
‘tion”. gf “a -petition—a right
by -the first

};ion, as well as by section 4 of
Air : Forcel regulation ' 35-15,-
which - gyarantees . airmen t.he
rlght to. petxtion'Congress

‘had.,threatened: “hdrmonious

citizens.’ -

said thé airmen were “anxious

latiomns,”. i

Summing up tor the de-
fense,
stated A
and we{

“these . young- mens-

difierent from those of ‘25
years ago, they are better edu- .

elaxed and peaceful
guided by a rather vague regu-
lation, " attempting ito . stay
within_the ‘law, to present a

Congress and to the

‘Wesson concluded
ing President Nixon:who de-:
‘clared in 1969 that "everyone
in uniform is a citizen first

esident.

isolate ~or separate! the ‘de-
fender from the defendant.”

mander in  chief, will be re.

[test against or dictate favor

5

tou. rqsecutlons
suggestions ‘that_the incidents -

‘relations” with Britain, the de- |
fense ‘czlled several British -
-Commander-. Harold -
: Hodgsom of. Scotland “Yard™

not ‘tobreak any law-and to
stay within U.S, mﬂltary regx}- .
yCapt. Frank: Wessen -
have to remember that -

the: servicemen today are a lot -

| cated . and ‘more aware of the
'world around them—oame in‘a "
nanner,

!

petition. té the: members of

Y quots

and a serviceman second, and " ..
we must resist any a;tempt to . .

tude against—a public exhibi- 3
tion " of welcome, approval or
icondemnation, a.publi manl-



