by I« ’. predecessor,

ohn. Macy Jr., who set it up

in 1969. Hé envisioned it as
a liaison between the public

.+ and the corporation and a8 ' the - administration . critics.
- source of lobbying power o e crave for the right kind

‘Hyman Bookbinder; repre- -
. ‘senting the ‘American Jew-
ish Committee, was -among

Capitol Hill. Macy resigned. - g¢ ‘publie aris™ he - told ; %

n August of this yese,” - f ot gald :
gt setions fielded by 00 Bookbinder sald the. " .
..Loomis and Curtis, during - Sée PUBL_IC,_»C‘IO,;CQI. )
ple e R VTS TR R RS I L




f

* comniercial networks wer

" fears have beign confirmed.
" 4is that thgre ‘will still be
! "National . Jpublic "affairs
- that, " thei# ‘assurances -

House v,

"‘ming decisions made for

he told 'Loomis. Zack said
the. committee had been
 ‘bothered " with “academic
. ‘'wastes of time” in the past
because its advice was after
the fact. .

The - group- then voted to
consider a three-part pro-

- posal, made by a subcommit-

l‘HE WASHINGTON POST
LN C 10 lredmday Dec.IJ 1972

1fnt\ilinx to satx'sfy that_era 3

Willlams demanded assur:
ances from Loomis and Cur- ;.

shows on .public TV, and :
: be
§r‘ “bncked up by the White‘,

i
.
B}
3
:
i

=

" Zack complained that the
eommltteewas not consulted
‘on the first.CPB program.

_ next season. “You're asking
/for our advice .after the .
" decisions have been made,”.

Y

‘.tee, tht iit be polled ‘and

‘:consulted before final - pro-

-gramniing - decisions
made for pext year.. -

be anticipating the criticism
© 10 come:when lie said, early

in his remarks to. the com-: .-
mittee, “I like a-good fight "

a8 long as we know what
‘were ﬂghting about.”

like to see all CPB “net-

‘work”-produced public af-

fairs .shows’ dropped from
-originate such programming

with a local rather than na-.

tional emphasis. Their posi-
tion. “may dominate,”
sald: but he added that “the
-White House is not mono-
lithic” and said it was still
the - CPB . board that made
.CPB policy '

“I don’t believe that in

TCurtis conceded that
“there -are people” in, the:
executive branch who would’

he:

«

‘Loomis “gnd | “Curtis ~both, -
‘maintained that-they were
.eager ‘for . counsel from the’-.
committee. Curtis seemed to-

many of the (publlc affalrs)
programs. thére has' beeh

- proper balance and impar-_‘
“tiality,” Curtis said, ~refer-
ring ‘to charges of “Eastem"
establishment”, ‘liberal’ bias.

in some CPB shows “But I

“doti't, want to see it go. too
*far-the other way” to a pro-
. administration polnt of view,
“Because of abuses that’ .
have gone on,. yo have to

pull back -somewhat. to :get

to the good wood and build '

on it,” Curtis said. . " 7

‘Like. Curtis, Loomis" said "
. big U.S. companies-as Gen-

he found .the ‘term “public

" affairs” ambiguous but said

“We very much. feel:‘there

" should be discussion of im-

public TV and local stations °

" portant issues. It’S a matter.

of how you do it.. Much of

" what ' we do now is more su-

]

perficial than it should be.” :

Loomis declined to specify
what forms topical program-
ming should take, Curtis
said he thought a truly “in-

- “scientifie, professxonal and
* cultural employees” in the
AFL:CIO.

" ‘threat of
. trol,” which .he sees as a
"danger that < comes - with

v-.ubhc TV

depth" public “affairé pro- ’
.gram_would  be one that

-could be aired aver and over |
-again for the next 20 years.

. Among the delegates pres-
ent was actor-singer Theo-
dore  Bikel, . representing

Biket wamed the public
broadcasters = against the
“corporate con-.

funds and- grants from such

eral Electric and Mobil Oil,
both now underwriting cur- ;
rent public TViseries, Curtis :

said heé ‘agreed with Blkel :
that programs should not be !
accepted for broadcast just’
because they are underwrit:

ten and -therefore “free,”

but he said non-federal i
sources of additional , reve- |
nue have to be found. ]




