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UNDER COVER: &2zt elee melgencs Nevork

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK
Pross-Scimiter Stalt Writer
Behind the locked doors of an elaborate
suite on the 35th floor of the 100 North

Southaven was an attempt to circumvent a
federal court consent decree entered into
. by ACLU and the City of Memphis. In the

.. - T . 1978 decres, the city agreed not to kee;
. “.-u._... hw:._sm nﬂwt_w bwwnn_.muﬂn Moﬂﬂ_ mn 'l never even heard of it’ files on political B..«:Eu and engage ..__.
gence network which calls itself a private - US. Attorney Mike Cody privite cltponssenee snd surveillance of

organization but is funded by the federal

government to the tune of $2.3 million a

year.

The Reglonal Organized Crime Informa- City Attorney Clitf Pierce said his office

“_on Center — equipped i_..w_._. surveil- has found “no evidence o-.ﬂwio_-._.on of
 radio s tepaters, powerful cameras, ., gar oroanizations in seven other maintainin membership in the organiza-  the consent decree, no evidence of any

“&J«wﬂeﬁ!ﬁmsnﬂnn a Mavﬂwmu.“ﬂ... E_..u-u of the 8«55.. He said ROCIC serves  tion — 8=Mn a halt to the ..w_.-usu” role  domestic surveillance.”

elephone system one 0 X .
as a clearinghouse for information on because they felt they had no control over expected
“ﬂoﬂnﬂ.ﬂhﬂ%ﬁﬁnﬁ”%ﬂt& ﬁu “traveling n_m”:_—-_u — the modern, mo- how the money was spent. dreds of th E“.Wo_.ﬂw:_.n Cody. 10 direct the ACLU
-_— N % - " i o ot :
been in Memphis two years. Vet few Mem.  Dilé type.” for member law enforcement ROCIC was spending huadr

private citizens.

Spying Denied

] ies i sands of dollars on super-sensitive elec- Price said the organization “engages in

vE¢E are aware of it agencies in —.m stes. . tronic equipment, wnnnww& of thousands o domestic intelligence. We are scrupu-

1t's 30 hush-hush, in fact, that even US. Iﬁiv« Mobile on travel and informers and we couldn't lous about that. Mr. Armistead has made
Attorney Mike Cody — the city's highest-  RoCIC itsell has been highly mobile get an accounting of how and for what it  sure of that”

racking official in the Justice Depart- gince Armistead started it 4'2 yearsagoin  was being spent,” said Police Director B ice added “ .
ment, which funds ROCIC — insists he  Jackson, Miss. It later moved its nerve cen- Winslow nnm%-m_,.anu. The Justice Depart. .Sﬂmn.m lbi.."w” mﬂwm.m,\w” _h_ o—-u.ﬂﬁ
didn't know such & group was operating in  ter 10 New Orleans before coming to Mem-  ment now channels the funds through  aig it hay an 18-month lease on its offices
Memphis. . A phis. Now there are reports of an impend-  North Carolina, one of the states under the at 100 North Main,

“1 never even heard of it, he said. ing move to Southaven. Armistead and RQCIC umbrella. Until a few weeks ago, the offices had

ROCIC's top man is Rex Armistead. 49,8 price say no such move is planned. ® Civil libertarians are concerned that  peeq Jocated on the 30th floor of 1he sky-
former criminal intelligence officer ofthe ~ Armistead admits that the organization  the center may be spying on private citi- Scraper. Still to be moved to the 3Sth floor
Mississippi Highway Patrol. and his t0p  does not like to attract Public altention  zens as well as criminals. The West Ten- g igs elaborate computer equipment.
‘assistant is Bill Price, former Memphis and he refuses to allow his picture to be  nessee chapter of the American Civil Li- The center’s offices open at 7 a.m and
police chief. They supervise a staff that yaken But despite the secrecy, controver- berties Union is making inquiries. ACLU  ciose at midnight seven days & week_ Offi-
numbers between 20 and 30. sy has surfaced regarding ROCIC: attorney Bruce Kramer wrote the city at-  ¢ig)g say about 600 telephone cails are re-

Armistead, described by some officials ® The federal mouey for the center was torney's office asking if ROCIC was en-  cojved 2 n-w.

258 James Bond like super-sgent, founded  once channeled through the Memphis Po- gaged in any domestic surveillance activ- A
the center and iscredited with helping set  |ice Department, but the potice — while ity and if the reported plan to move to  Turn to Page 14 — INTELLIGENCE
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Intelligence Network Operates From Downtown Building

member law-anforcsment agancies for their informens. said. “We fellow strictly the netienal criaunal inwils

From Page §

Armistead'’s Back
In 1967, Musiscipge Gov. Paul
Officer ) the Yoar~ sward Armistesd
K b approsch aa armed ex<onvict who heid s Grees-
ville pulscy olficer and (Ares women &8 He
uftered Rimsell an 3 hostage
Sumen's iteedom

1rbroned.
{1 1974 o0 o8 uddercuver.

-lrlntumd-nu
Ban 1 @ Bizalry Atlanls case which 1avolved a Georpis
multi-miianire’s silewed stiempt to have the hushend
o s woretary Rilled

Armisvad Ras organized

world
e alws 3s otiw of the 10 members ot the President’s
+ omBatice wa On 3
Ainsviead el thai & 16w 70003 ago he and ather law
s csetst ullw Beeded tu

laveaik

ol aind peobed
Wi L' mectings logether W disces what we leil
*vedesd 0 (e ot e S04l “But we 3008 learned el
* Einais haed found (g peerything that went ua 10 ver
vliiigs dtic Blww c\efrihing we were planning,
Tiw through

Bobtia s bout Sord The INITIBLIOR

ety abid sthies Thieft RS, a0d has been

concentratiag ity
eturts u while uller crimes. Without ROCIC asd other

Carabina
e
A ios R

There are hss 7S law enforcement
FOLEs 1S+towe region Members poy 51,000 10 joiD the
exciunve club, which has rejected he. of 200
mencws, Price g

Al Ristaand S AECINN 810 FOINCINE DECENE Of & Dalinl

That security over racords could aor be matatained. “Por

Memphis s Dallee meats. 30 with them, we
Al)'ﬁﬂ . |Inr‘|:m-m.|-m wain e
waBlS ;e from ua, be has 10 give his ro-

We Sauw who gats the informetion or files and if
aa) is loaked. we know who 10 point to.”

He:

0 b Bemhers

08 30 law hed for mem-
Dershup i only " be sand.
In order W qualify 10 be in the ftles of [

MU b & CORV! fehon mere I
and be kBowS a3 2 “traveling > who moves be
twesn mates 26 part of cnmmal activity, Prics said. “We
are ot takerented in local crimen.” bo said.
Price seud are “wp !
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