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) VE _CAN LFARN FROM THE-SANITATUDN VORKERS! STRIKE {
Lhe

The Southern Regional Council “- one of
soundest civil riphts organizaticns In the nation, with head-
gquarters in Atlanta -- says that our lengthy lMemphis gnrbag:
strike has underlinad the failure of Ameriea Lo understnan-d
clearly Wepro demunds in eivil pirhts strurcles,

At UDIA, we agree fully wilh a special reporh by
the Council which says that white Amerlca seems unzble te
‘grasp Lthat there are hurts in denrivation to the mind as_well
as to the stomach. The Council's report said that evenils of
the first five weeks of the Memphis strike set a pattern under
which the Negro community became unified, bukt met skubborn
resistance-from virtually all elemonts of our citv's whifte
aociety.

It seems to us, at UDIA, that most members cf Lhe :
white community completely misunderstand the strike situntici. =
Most of them insist, as Mayor Henry Lneb has said, in belicvin 3f
the fiction that this is only a labor-management dispute. Lul ¢
anything that affects one poor legro has effect on all poor Y
Negroes. And_when it affects a majority of poor legroes jt
cle snills aver ir a t iv irhts.

Uy
. Vhite persons have complained becausc lMegro Feguf
Y ministers play such a prominent role in a garbage man's fipght. &/

N They can't see the connection.

But Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, & national executive
of the A-M-E Church, said, "lie minir‘ers must take part in
this strike because we are to blame. If it weren't for cur
teaching that a mon must not take Lhe law into his own handa,
and that he must not harm his fellow, then these men would
o out to these trucks and rip apart the people who are taking
their jobs, and taking the bread from their ramiEX's mouths,
tle told them not to be violent. And they aren't'a? And we have
to help them find another way out." ‘ﬁ;

As the strike progresses, it is clear to us, ns it
is to the Southern Regional Council, that broad scars may bu
left between the white and Negro community. The Negro feelu.
with some justification, that the white community has bhy-
passed his battle for a bet economi e in 1ife.

What happens to the garbage men, blpp_qﬂ_i.L_t_g_"_rLll

Ve will pa in one way or anot .
duration of ‘this strikgf y nother, for the long
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