Dear Marc and Ralph, 12/26/T1

In uwy earlier enclosed memo I ralsed a question aboud the comploteness of the
historicsl mstorial availsble to or drawn upon by the historians who compiled The
Pentagon Papers, of the commentery thereon, etce I have uince writing that read Chapter
5, on the Gulf of Toulcin affair, not ihe mppended documents, ot knowinz the siate of
your kuowledge \but assuuing it to be greater than mine), I adu these notes I meke no
effort to organize. Severnl tidngs frou &£y own pust cosc to mind,

In my work ou ¢ political assasainations, it has become clear to mo that the
major media have become, in affect, another brench of govermment. Bearing on this is a
plece this past suavor by Dick Harwood which mskes clear that Wizeins ordained what
could and couli not be considered by ihe etaff of the Post with reppect to the Sihsie
situstion, Remnsndsxs linger in The Pentagon Papers.

The comuentary is entiyely iasdequate and is, 1 tizk, h'mw:.naly insccurats, It
not koowing, thom the edidors didn't kuow tiwir business and didu't do yroper collaterdl
roading, .

Somewhere in my o.n notes made befere we moved here more than four yeers agu
and not since unpacked I have contemporsncous wemoe on the Yulf of Tonkin incident, It
was, from what wea in tho press, obviously conirived for the now-clear surpose. The
yreas reported euough fset for we to wike this analysis, If I could see it, the ulg
brains of t'e big pupers, wiih their personal sources, should bave sewn it. I recall
two of the factors that fomed my opimlon, the similarity in tia appe ratce of the
SVN boats now identified as %44 boats abd of our own De Soto boats; and conslderalle
doubt thet the second atiaek actually oocurred., With tie second, as I now reeall, after
vore then seven yoars \my notes were conbemporaneous) onc of the bits of cvidenco that
formed ny opinion was radieal difierences in oificial releases of exactly tho sume
moterial having to do with the slieged second atiacic. 3ince them, of the boozs that have
gppeaved, L have read only Joe Goulden's Truth Is the First Caswalty. If uadervstated to
the ppint of obscuring, it still lesves little doubt, from what wae available %o ths dimes
snd Pogt staffs, that the second atteck did pgf occur, Yet in the chapter I've just véad
it is allaged to have happened,

Also migsing in eny referunce to CIA involvewent in these ueriue expsditions north,
It is fact, it was known, ana 4f 1t hadu't been kouwown, it could Leve been assumed.

A casusl reaving of this chapler would lead ome Lo believe that it is a thorough
exposure, Lor it mekes clear the USH preparations for exactly what happened, for montha
earlier, then says that events eliminated the need to coulrive it. Actuadly, the reallly
is much worse, s0¥ &UOther exauple, the atudy to snow dorthern intmsion inte Yhe southes
I have ite 1i was released by Siaile with grest fanfare saying it proved the case, The
reality is tie op orldte. Phat study proves that as of that time there was gg case, Virtuslly
no ghisdg VI soldiser was found ii. the South. fhere were some irow the South wiw returnod,
no HOTSs =

Also lost in tids seemsing honesty is a broader objective hoped for but not accomplished,
Chinese reaction. I eun Jipouss this with you some time, There 1s paessing lndication inlhe5.

What I e saylug includes that disclosures by the hiatorians aud The Peantegon Iapers
are not nearly as full or definitive es hap boen broadly assumed, are much less than they
could and miapuiu bave veen, anu that evidence that shoul:d hawve besn aveilatle for the study
seess not to have becn from this book, :

Ooe of the more fascinating elements to we ls MeGeorge Jundy, particulerly iun the
light of a subsequent task he undertook, getting wide ettention to criticlmm of those who
eritioiped "orities" of the Warren “eport, including me, He insicted upon the publleatitin
of blatently libellous waterial by an incompetent purtisan ond vas seemingly infuristed

e R S e

SRR RIS




2

vhen a’/ 2o nnjor wagazine would touch it and b) even Ehe American Scholar insisted that
the demands of iix lawyer with regavd to 1ibel bo mot as a precondition to consideration
for miblicabion, This is tho work of & voung friend, not sy owm inve:Hloation. I find
myself -ondering why HeG Bundy should hwve been so ineistont ea the orediting of the
Euoradible abouk how JFK got killed, aud bracketting ii in my own mind with ki role in
Jik'y Sputheset Aria policies,

Desplbe ithe Jact that FoNmmara ordered this study, there in no reasen to assume
thai all liles wore opem to his historisns snd there is reason to assume that some, by
toen, might no lenger heve oxisied in the custormary repousitories. Azain I drew upon
my experience of the past, ‘n part to ilowmduste the wilitary sind,.

Gac of sy rolea in intelligunce in World War II was au ouipost job. Captured
Gersian sng Italian documenis passed tirough my hunds in D€ They sturted diseppoaring
es fasi as they vere eaplured. Seme stertdd disappesring Refgrg tihe could be ta e, UF
the latver, «ith dus allowance for the passing of so many years, i am pretiy confident
thls duclu es hesi Perty files captured by smerican forces in uhet kad been sgrecd to
be Soviet fterrditory inside Germany, Ruther than let the Soviets have these valuslle
files, our pilitary burned them, lumediately it begam tellimg State it could not find
deriain Forelgn Yfidce filess I remenber one guse wien L was asay for the wecked, was
first reached by phone and them rushed back to Wachington, Somepne in Inteilissnce at
Stabs, as I recall, Same Klause, sought souc of this capiured Masi Forign Office material,
The US Army sctually reporbed the files had not been eaptured. They Lad vesn znd I was
able to pinpoint where they then were, X dhink in « selt mine at Marburg, -

Purgusant Sv subsequent US policy, some of the Italisn files have never beun
puvlicly disclosod, althoush by new they should have beun. There is the alternative tlet
they stiracted no attonidon, Une I recall elearly is a lotter from the Italian exbassador
in Fleoavesua in wideh he reporfed Samosa calling hin in to request an exposition fren
Husgolind on how he did ite dnother is the disappesrance of some 25 suiteases of msterdnl
capiured with him when the partissns took fussolini. I traced the microfilm of this to
the Pentagon, There it dimappesved, There was an economist on & regular jovermment agency
wko had sowe kuovledge of khis, a Yronchaman whose nawe, if I ean recall i accurately
alter the pamsdng of go uuch time, in Jeun Pajus, - ;

if thds kiud of ¢ dng cowld hapron with an ensmy's files, whet caumoet with the
willtary'e own?

he Gulf of Tonidn afiuwlr bear so siveng o resemllarc. o the Hemi C.0uPs I would
hope that sc soae peiunt some scholar might devote 'duseli to a study of how our nili tary
boneiittad from the precepts of sdoiph I.

Healing this steff reminds of oi the nicknsues my wife dong had Cfor ilusk end L
whon she suw them on WV Forky rfig end Urdiah lMeap. o

bith the seecdng intent to expose, I find ryself uondering why the original
scholars and then the pepers felt it necessary to hide so nuch of the quintessentisl
Gulf of “onicin afiair when they simuiltsneously made so much availehble nnc wiai is now
availeble 1s so clear, 1 suppose with the scholers the simplest explanstion is & omb this
Wos g0 new ond glartling to them, sc radieal a departure from thwir pasts, that they just
fuiled to grasp all off it, bui fhe truth is much vers: tuan their cxposurc of ite Bith
the editors it is lesr easy to believe this. Remcmber Clifton Daniels and -the Bay of Pigs?
He nover would give me the full text of that speech, U4dn't cven answer uy lotters
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