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ilay 5, 1966

iiry ¥4 Lee Ramkin
Cirporation Counsel
City of New York
Neow York. N.Y,

Deer kr. Bsnkin,

Today's New York Times quotes you sre saying thot criticism of the Report of the
President's Com isslonm on the Assassination of resident John Fo Kennedy «®*will
prove to be "gsuperficial snd without proper considerstion of the materisl that is
availsable to everyonme in the report snd th- supporting volumes." It also quotes
yousas saying you sre "well sstisfied thet no valid sttsok hus yet becn made” off
this Report,. ;

From these quot=tions I presume you hsve not yét read my book HITET'SH: THERE
RE_ORT ON THL WARREN RuPORP, sc I send you herewith s coDYe

4s you will se-, this bo:'k is not superficisl, and as you wll ulso see, 1t comes
entirely from these supporting volumes.t So fur fron superficial was my work that
my typed notes also total & third of = million words,

Becouse this book wes completed slmost o yesr and n helf 8gey, I would like you to
show me wherein it 1s either superficial or mot s vslid attsck, And if there is
e¢nything you csn honestly ssy was without proper considerstion of the exhibits
end testimony, plesse 2lso eell that to my attention. .

Reallity 1s exectly the opiosite. It 1s the staff of the Comnission that, in
preparing its Report, wes superficisl and did not have proper regsrd and considerg-
tion for the testimony snd exhibits, =nd this 1o exactly whet my book, by quotae
tlon of that very evidence, proves,

If, »fter resding my book, you believe I sm wrong, pleosse let me Xnow how, IT you
cennot do this, msy I call upon you to jJoin WHITE aSH: THX REPORT ¢ THE TARREN
RIPORT, in its demend for m full and entlrely public siringy

Tou ond your them sud now aseistant ir, Redlich sre 2lso quoted by the Times os
saylor thet the "sowcalled” FEI roport wea evolusted smd diseared by the Commdszsion.
It wes then the belief that thi= wes %o have been a definitive report by the
nation's pre-eminent investigative sgenecy, BZspeciaslly with regerd to such s truly
momentous and historic event as the essassinstion of an Amsricen President, ure
you accusing the FBI of :uch gross incompetence or wanton disregard for the most
obvious snd visible evidence thet it could not mee where the I 'resident was wounded
whan 1t had two sgents with his body througheut the sutopsyr

Sincersly yours,

Harold Teisberg




7 L++ _THE NEW YORK TIMES,

Warren Report on Assassination Challenged Again|

A now-declassified Federal
Bureau of Investigation report
is being used to mount new
challenges to the Warren Com-

mission finding that said Lee|

Harvey Oswald was the lone as-
sassin of President Kennedy.
J. Lee Rankin, the commis-
sion’s former general counsel,
and Norman Redlich, who was
his deputy, say the so-called
“F.BI Summary Report” was
evaluated and discarded during
the inquiry. They contend .the
inquiry, headed by Chief Justice
Earl Warren, relied on more di-
rect and expert testimony. -
The issue is whether'a single]
bullet passed through President
Kennedy's body ‘“and then
wounded Gov. John B. Connally

‘ of Paris, due Sept. 6 from the

Jr. of Texas. The critics sug-|
gest it had to be a separate|
bullet that wounded the Texan,
with the firing time for Os-
wald’s bolt-action rifle so slow
that there had to be a secénd:
assassin also firing. |

Commission’s Finding

The Warren Commission re-
ported that three shots were
apparently fired, It found “very
persuasive evidence” that the
first bullet to hit the President
also wounded Governor Connal-
ly, and said a later bullet in-
flicted a fatal head wound on
the President. One shot, it said,
“probably missed,” with evi-
dence “inconclusive’ on whether
&i;d was  the first, second or

On June 29 Viking Press Is
bringing out 15,000 copies of
a book’evolved from a Cornell
University master’s thesis, “In-

quest,” by Edward Jay Epstein,|
reprinting: é& }ﬁa:ges‘ofu the F.B.L},

report.

Holt, Rinehart & Winston is|f
circulating a brochure on its|
plan to publish. 30,000 copies|

Sept. 8 of a book “Rush to

Judgment,” by Mark Lane, for a |
time counsel retained by Os-|

wald's mother. .

The bureau's report ig alsoj
being cited in a photo-offset
book, “Whitewash,” published
‘personally in Hyattstown, »md.,
jin 5,000 “copies May 8 by its
author, ‘Haroldi Weisberg,, form-
er Senake Civil Liberties Sub-
committee ‘investigator..c .,

Another Book Out

* Tt is to be mentioned in “The
‘Oswald Affair,” by Leo Sauv-

Asserts the commission report is
. “solidly based on the evidence.”

© g, 1963, says “medical 'exami-

:Qée. correspondent of Le Figaro,

MWorld . Publishing Company.
It had first been described by
‘a Philadelphia: lawyer Vincent
‘J. Salandria, in the April issue
of the magazine, “The Minority
of One.” , _
I These followed an Award
‘Books'"paperback,” “The ‘Unan-
‘swered -Questions about Presi-
dent Kennedy's Assassination,”
by Sylvan Fox, last city editor
‘of The New York World-Tele-
‘gram and Sun, ouf in 100,000
copies since October.
_ The bureau declines comment. |
‘But Mr. Rankin, now New York
City Corporation Counsel,:says|,
he is. “well satisfipd that no
valid attack has yet beén mide”
on thé’ commission- report.; - He
says he is confident that criti-
cism will prove “superficial and,
wwithout preper consideration of
the material:that's available to
\everybady .in the’ [commission]
‘report and - the - -supporting
volumes."” -, - e
* Mr. Redlich, now Executive
Assistant Corporation Counsel‘,.J
says he has found nothing in
“the Hpstein book- or.arguments
e has yet seen on other points
swhich Would cause hir to ques-
itionf commission findings.. - .-
% Arlen Specter, now District
Attorney of Philadelphia, who is
credited with having developed
the “single-bullet” hypothesis
as the commission's assistant
counsel ‘says he had-mot  yet
seen the Hpstein book. But he

o

One statement in the bureau's
u“Summary Report,” dated Dec.

nation of the President’s body

revealed that one of the bul-|

lets had entered just below his| -

shoulder to the right of thel’

spinal column at an angle of
45 to 60 degrees downward,
that there was no point of exit,
and that the bullet was not in
the body.”

The F.B.IL's “Supplemental
Report” dated Jan. 13, 1964,
notes, “Medical examination of|-
the President's body had re-|-
vealed that the bullet which|
entered his back had penetrated|,

to a distance of less than a|



finger length.” The F.B.L docu-|,

ments are in the National ‘Ar-
chives in Washington, v

Report of Autopsy

. By . contrast, " the report of(}

the autopsy performed Nov. 22,
signed ‘by - three: military sur-
geons, says the bullet*had “en-
tered the right superior poster-
ior thorax about the scapula”
traversed soft tissues, produced
contusions on a lung and Heck
muscles and “made its .exit
through the anterlor surface of
the neck.” . =i EW

GIE- 0 R - L - "
That is, it made entry in the

upper batk,” five and a half
inches below the right shoulder
joint ‘tip, ‘and ‘camie "owt- the
front of the neck.

| The clinica] summary notes
the autopsy had been followed
by telephone talle Név. 23 with
Dr. Malcolm Perry, a Dallas sur-
geon. This developed informa-
tion that, in trying to save
the President's life, “a trache-
ostomy was performed by ex-
tending” what had been a small
wound of “the low anterior
neck.” y

Mr. Hpstein, a ' 31-year-old
New Yorker, now ‘a Harvard
doctoral student, asserts the as-
sassination film dndicates the
President and ‘Governor were
both wounded within: 1.8 sec-
onds, So, he argues; "either
both men were hit by the same
bullet, or there were two as-
sassins\’ 29 \

The evidence, he contends in
his book, “indicates that the
F.B.I. reports are not errone-
ous.” He says two F.BL
agents were present at the au-
topsy. He quotes testimony by
two Secret Service agents thatl
autopsy doctors “could not find
a path for the bullet” through
the President's body.

He offers a surgeon’s dia-
gram made during the ‘autopsy
and F.B.I pictures taken of
the President’'s jacket and shirt
to contend a bullet entering ‘the
back would have hHad to turn
upward to go out the neck, " '

In rebuttal, Mr, Redlich says

the commission study used the

actual reports of  F.BL in-
vestigative agents, not just the
summary.. F.B.I. and. Secret
Service agents, he says, -were
[laymen who heard and quoted
“m.u'geons’ discussions going on
during the autopsy. -
. The commission, Mr.. Redlich
says, used and printed the sur-
geons" final conclusions in their
autopsy reporl:', supplemented
by the surgeons’ own tesliimony
Exhibit Is Cited *
*He ites Commission Exhibit

803 to reconcile the diagrams|

and the clothing holes with the
“single-bullet” theory and the
agsassination film. Thistdepicts
a reconstruction of the.assassi-
nation, made in Dallas. =

A double for the President
is described as at an angle of

e ol

21 degrees, 34 minutes, to alcites working papers from a

rifle pointing from the sixth|former assistan counsel, Wes-|

;lg:ﬁo?yf th: dTexas asr:lholi(:;l De-(ley J. Liebeler, . :
. ownward line for| Mr. Epstein concludes  the
i1 bullet passing throygh the|commission offered- “ample
President's back and out past|proof that shots had come from
ais tie to wound the Governor|the Depository,” although he
8 indicated at 17 degrees, 43|held this “did not exclude” other
ninutes, 30 seconds, allowing|shots “from a different source.”
for downward street slope. He says some one else t

Mr. Epstein’s hook describesihave used Oswald's rifle;  but|

the commission’s operations. In|asserts- Oswald's “leaving th
part, it cites interviews with|scene, shooting a policemag;i ang
five of the seven eommissioners, resisting arrest certainly were

although mnot Justice Warren,|not the actions of innocent
and 10 staff members.. It alsolperson.” = '
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