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] | Lear wary,

b It wa: late yesterday when I got my nmail. It was heavy, including your depreein;; one

\*\; of the 29th, postuarked the 30. One from Howard was as delayed. ss I look at others un—

answored, I not one sent from St. “ouis 6/30and another 7/1 also delayed as long, “nusual.

Yours took over a weck. It may be just an accident, but Gary's letter of "explanation"

was stamped as having been found in some usused equdipment. So, it was delaged. and in

court day belore yesterday, or leaving it, a U.S.attorney made a crack to Bud,"I hear

Weisberg was in to see you last week.That should teach you about leaving your door opene"

Well, it has bewn quite some time since I have seen Bud. His off'ice door closes automatically.

lis inuer ofiice dour, if open, permits eavesdrop dng only by those incide the ofiice, .mnd

it _has be:n longer than that since I've been in Bud's ofiice. If he was 1ok saying this

Jjust to nag Lud, there is but one thing with .hich it cen coincide, my goin;; ink to the

CTIA office th: day Hoss wa there, the day before he came here, which in twrn was the day

belfore he lef't theres Perhaps I should huve cojded a paragraph out of Howard's delayed

letter. lie saw Ross here when I didn't, spok: to him separately, and was alon: vith him

\ for a while at the bu: statuon when I touk Ross there, He says he fecls he detected resent—

1 ment against we in Hoss and for his own reasons I do not recall didn't like or trust hime
He also confirms that hoss lied to us about where he was going. Heanwhile, although you
say and there is no doubt it is the trith that iloss was there, Uary in a letter the day
belorc his "answer" notes that llosss called him from the airport. Howard thinks Ross may
have been on a mission for Hed and this accounts for his failure to provide & memo on some—
thing he told us led told ldim, not in confidence, that he apparently blurted out without
realizing its meaning, as loward and I did imuediately,

The small note to Howard I wrote before beginning this tells you sou: of it. This
wrecthed thing of bud's of never ke.ping his word and never undoing the damage when he can
but won't when we hud a clear agrecment that anything he got from me would be kept separate
and muay fron any CPIa stuf’ will plague me forever. Iwo years ago, after it became just
too much, he agrecd to go through their files and remove. After several reminders it reusins
undone, I showed then all the dece, but Yim tells me thay saw a listing of it separately,
and it furns out it is ki in the stufl I spent two vonths (and my own money) copying for
Bud when he was supposed to file certain sults for me and then decided not to! There is no
doubt that this is mine, idne is pretty easily identified writing, Gary says simply that
instead of psing the copy I deposited with hin for security, which he readily ackno.l.dges,
he woote and got on on his oun! That, of cours:, makes it right in his ¢yes, «n what he
did, which in#ludes sending a copy to Wecht, which Jerry claims that ke did, and I had
discussed this ith both and in person at some lersth and they both kmew that I was
opoosed it it and why. Gary was here in January.Whon I wrote him asking hi to return every-
thing and stay away forever and he replied, I told him I had nct sent copies of his lettee
to anyone but woudl if he wished or he could. Therefore, I do not enclose a copy. I see no
reason not to if you want it but I'd rather play it cool and gee if he complies with my
request for his source on thu list he says he used because it may turn out to be a copy
L gave him, as with Jim “esar, who still has it, by the way, at the CITA, having made a
copy of uy copy for me! I am sending a copy of my lettor to Sylvia. 1'd intended to make a
copy of it for you and Howard but didn't for two reasons, time pressures (I must get out
from under this oppressive correspondence) and her reference to vrescribed medications she
suddenly stop ed getting when her doctor dieds 1t is, I am certain, quite innocent, but it
is also subject to misinterpretation, and it is the ldnd of thing I do not believe should
be kicidn;; around in files. She rather politely criticized me for a variety of alleged
sins, all of which I've responded to in a way that makes the complaint comprehensive o,
where it alleges I feel you "betrayed" me, is quoted directly. She has to be sick. She
accuses nme of syaing YObseene" things about her, etc., but at no point Tusponds Fo my quite
pointud lutter to her, an. there werc five pages of pretuy specific coument, single-spaced.

I have no objection to giving you copies of all, With your present concerns, I think
you have enowshto worry about.

e had a pretty good idea of how “wary filt. ind I do know that he put hiself in
analysige He felt the same way of him, If we'd ever gotten around to drawing up the will
we'd planned, he have kmown this. Our liyattstowm property is potentially pretty valuable,
411 our indebtedness is outop our home, not ite It is clear simply because the bank
prefered security in the county in which we live, It is also our only sceurity, the thing
we will sell when we get a decent offer, lHe'd have been out heir.
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Uur nome i: vorth twice the mortgage. Our surviving mothers are in their 80s and
have other children. It is only that this is one of the things we never got around to
that it waun't on paper. liow it won't be, I don't know what has happened to vary's
vthies, for they secmed to be the veaty one or the things that so iupressed us abous him,

I supoose that I take a more rigid view than the popular in such matters bscausc, as I
recently wrote Howard of vary, th: cultural heritage of the 0ld Yestament lingers in me,

1 do no consciously every do antyhimg wrong. “his is not to suy that I never am or do

wroilg, but 1 try to be honest. Perhaps this iukes me feel more strongly about ri ht and WIONE,
as I gee thems And there has bewn a minor indiistry of getting and psing my stufls Sylvia,

for example, had to know as soon as she saw Tink's book that every citation taccording to

a docurPht rucently discovered at the Archives" is a piracy from WWIL. I don t think there

is an exception and it is the most common singke source he cites. but she like Yint and

for sone reason didn't like me, de .pite her protestations, so this was ok to her,

“erhaps there is an snsver in what I also can t comprehend ionx a story I really should
not tell and wouldn't excopt that 1t nay clarify for you what is to both of us incomprchensible,
You must kecp this in confidence, unless you want to get Buck's apyraisal. You will remember
that Gary sent lied to us, invocently, we felt afterward, loading us into a horrible and
peinful mess “il will never forget. AFTHR it was all over, he tells me that “ed was going
to a shrink, .hich ia how Gury met him, through his problems, Ned found out that a rpominent
shrink was laying a woman patient “ary described as badly screwed up in th: head. Some
theraphy! So, this not only screwed her up even worse ii the heed, but Hed made a real
mess of it by talldng about it, with the obvious consequences to all parties, 4nd he sends
so untrustworthy and unstable a men to us without telling us this in advance? But I have
1o doubt that he dic not mean anything but good in sedning Hed here, I do think his
Judgement was miserable in not letting pe judge, not letting me lmow what he knew was
within sed's capabilities. He also didn t tell me and I found out from lied's blurting it
out that Ned's wife is against all his As as ination work and is a money-grubber, 4o matter
how much #ed has, it isn,t enough for her. She forced hia to spend all his liquid assets
on a more luxurious home than anyone requires. Yhy not? Didn't she marry into the General
¥41ls and Weyerhauser fortunes? If it is uoy certain, it is possiblc that had I known these
things at the beginiimg, my dealings «ith “ed would heve becn different, Therc'd have
been a much more specific contract, for example, not so much lef't tc trust. There is g
written agreement and he has violated it. Dut what good is any agreement when you haven't
the money for a lawyer? f

1 am aware that the cumulative oppression of our many problems, morc thun you know
of, ecan influencv my reactions and Judgement, but in this; case I think they have not. To
me tidls is a very simple matter of deliberate breech of trust in vhich vary says just
about what Jerry did, that it is the requirement ol "good conscience",

L think it is quite possibl. that in Yary's case he was motivated by what he tolud hime
self was ax good thing, ‘he incouprehensible pert is that after the long talk I had with
him in January, even if he felt this way, he would not have at least di_cussed it with jul =1
His circunstances have changed. His financial condition is goods fe has clesred himself
and bought a new car. “e can nov afiord phone calls, I think thervis a com on galling on
the part of t.ose who have dropped oute. They want very much not to have, want very much for
a quich solution wlich to them would be a selfBjustification to a nagging conscicnce because
they have dropied oute This may be a sinplictic psychological uXplination, but I haven't
thought of anything that comes as close to explaining: any o. this to me except where I have
decided that self-interest is the case. In these cases, it may also not be conscious. But
it is siuply impossible to go over my “eu and Wecht files without this smacking you in
both eyes. Wecht can get enormous com ercial gedn from this, He hau, for exauple, in
addition to his public job of cororer and hia professorial post amincome from a malpractise
business that is part of his consulfancy business. “e has a scparate offic for this in the
Frick Suildiing. But the awful thing is that thi, has the potential for ruining him if the
press is briefed, as I would supiose soueone in th: government will arrange. Une “ong John
broadcast that stunned ever Jerry, but not enough, is sufricient. all that one reporter
need do when he holds his press conference is quote it and say, "Doctor, did you say thig?"
Lvery reporter there, inuvitably, will b(', conpletely turned off. Especially when he
done no original work, has said .hat can't be supported by the total of .veryone's work,
was stupid to say, anu will be celled Plagiarisn from Garrison'd worst nightuare,

This is part of what we face.
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dnviting vary to Uallas would do him 2o good ani would overburden you anu Suck, sut
if jou want to, lets wait and see how he respond: to what I wrote him after he blandly told
me he did ite. and said it wa: right. Beasid =, he woil t do it. Just Lo ore this le had
written to tell we we that although he had plammed o go to surope with Jerry in august,
he now thinks it will be iumpossible becuus: of vork vressures, I am without any doubt
avout hisz sinecerity in his work and his dedication to it.

Before getting to the part of your lutter thaf troubles me most, your personal and
very scvrious problems, two mor: things: if you rually want to talk to “ary, lut it wait
until after this thing has run its course. Hothing done can be undone. Uetore then, you
and buck coume up here and you read everything 1 havie. %his thing vary las been responsible
for, and he has beun scparately from Jerry, can,t be separated froam the “ed thing, which
he knew in detail, aside from having originafed. lie also lmew of anl had copics of all
my quite unsatisfactory correspondonce with eu and then, whun he learned what lied was
up to, siuple copped out. Wouldn't even find the time to try to talk to him. I dont think
the parts can be separated. ded iz the one who really pressured sarshall, althowsh such
liberal nuts as «rs, “omerance joined it.

If you have any kdnd o a file on any of the people in The Waterpgate Caper wnd can
find time, it can be important to me anu to us. Please kecp this in confidence: I have a
prima facie case of iunt's kdlling a deal I had .ith the Saturday bLvening Post in 1965,
when he was still at CIA and was also at the Liderary agency supposedly handling me. You
can see the letters when you arv here and they coue close to speakdng Tor themselves. L've
told vim this anl raised the question of a suit vs CIA for damages, gnd ide: thet wade him
srile. UfThand he agrees 1 have enough to get into court with. I can t do it myself, but
«ith legal help this might turn into something! I didn t get to read-yesterday's paper
yety, or to look at what clip .d from it for ue. Lifs hoadline, which relates to Teddy,
tells te story, "Bug Suspect Baid To Seek hennedy lata". and in the White Uowse library,
which confirmed ite If I haven't told you, I bulicve Hunt anc Barker are the Brank
Bender and Bernie of the day of /igs fiasco, that fake aliases were i1 ediatcly lecked
to keep the press fro. independent inquiry. .

h at this point Lil had breacfast, a litile later than ususl because Bhe has becn
having and today has headaches, sometimes wit  pn unstecdines . Uhe spentalmost all the
time Jim was here yeste in bed and was aslpec when he lefte. While eating I got an
idea and checked my files and while taking my mworning walk I did some thinking the result
make soue tlhdngs prettyclear. bnclosed carbons will explain,

Because of the way she fult y uterday and does today, I dimn't glve your letter to
read. «hen she is what for these days is herself again I1'll discuss it «ith her, I must admit
that at onc point in that gloomy thing I laughed to myself and I'm sure my facc, unseen
by Lil, smiled with it. " hat's Buck," I said §o mys 1f when.you said he had taken a suite
at the hospital. It ig exactly what I would have expected him to do, probably with total
disregard for the cost rather than without thinldng of ite Before skimming: your letter
again, I want to get to the part that secms as incomprehensibl.: to me as it does to you.

I don't kmow Sobby as you peopl. do. I was prejdudiced in her favor by the things you said,
and widle i goncrally do not notice such things, when I saw her I thought she'd let her
self go a bit, was a bit unfeminine, less attractive than she could have bein. It this is
a fair obscrvation, as you will k.ow where I camnot, then what 1 have come to think may be
someplace close if not on the bullseye.

1t comes to me that except for the opening and a few details, Lil knows most of this
because you told uss 4s soon as I lnew it was you, as you may recall, Iholliered to her to
plclc up the extension because it was you. After we findished, after the shock had begun to
dull and we began to talk about this awful series of things that has betallen you all, she

i said what I suppose most men like was the case with me would not think or, that it was a

4 heliuva note for LobbLy to con you into doing her housework for her with the idnd of day
you put ine iy defense was but she was pregnant, ~il's response was there is no problem for
a pregnant woman to do the things she loaded onto yous L Believe Lil in thisz, sary. You

].-:‘ will kmow better than either of us, huving had your own children, Hovw if that is true,

o add this is a clue.

W 1 think there is no doubt that Bobby had all the legitimate cause for couplaint you

' itemized to me and perhaps more. Un the othe: hand, despite their obvious errors, from what
b I saw of two oi your boys, I would have to say that they ar. pretty decent young men. bike
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80 wany of their generation, they are turned off ocn the world and soc&ety and it influcnces
thelr thinkdng, actions, attitudes - all their lives in all aspects. ometime other men
are the victins, souetimes other vomen, sometime: the Parents, souctimes the purctns are
&he lact straw. (I have in wind so mnay of t .c kids who are alicnfited because thuir welle
to-do parents make a good and socially-acce stable living by what the kids regards as dis-
honesty but by the standards of a corrupt society are not.) So, I think at thc outset,
despit.: the legitinacy of any and all complaints against Lerry, he is entitled to this and
I think proper and relevant defense, if only in your thinkin: o him, e is, to put it
another way, entitled to more understanding and sympathy tham loving parcnts consider a
blind obligation to a child. Uff'spring would be better. He's no kid, If this does not

make right out of wrong, it is a different context than blind parental fidadity,

There would seem to be no pos.ibility of doubting Lobbie's lowe for lim as of the time
I was there. Purhaps she felt is was over and was just sweating it out, hoping he'd take
root again. But I think that any judgement of her behavio has to consider the situation
she was in once she was pregnant and didn t have an abortion. She was goin; to be saddled
with a child to raise and support and an Srrant, undependable, perhaps unloving husband,

e could turn on, as she could see it, and at any tim: twm ofi againgd would think that
this an  these and comingz problems would bo very much in the thinkding ol a pregnant woman,
That she dropped her divorce action I think supports my reasoning.

L've looked at your letter to get some facts and note you feel the same way I did
about her appearance when I was there, You put it more strii.ly, "bedraggled", In looldng
I think I find a further clue in an analysis, what immediately follows:"Well, she had
really been taldng care ol her appearance and is beautiful and well-dressed,"

Let's put all these clues togethers t is not with certainty that a stranger can do
this, but my purpose is mot to tell uyseld but to help you anu buck figure out the seemingly
incomprehensible, what of all this shockdng bad news stumed me worse, the tine she picked
to tell Larry she was finally breaking it upe after at least six + years of putting up with
what has to be hard for any woman,

Consi.ler that she did not bruak off when she was pregnant anc did not get an abortion,
Consider that she started loading you with work she knev she shouldn't, too, Or, taking
advantage of you. I think is this was not Rer way all the tiuc it reflects a state of mind,
Now, all of a sufden, she finds that in addition to a baby to raise sh. has at best a
permanently-crippled husband to spe.d the rest of his life with, another load. That she
would want to buck him back to you is comprohensible., What isn't is the timing of telling.

¢ really isnat to me yet, but it is so inhuman that I think it has to be out-of—character
for anyone except a beast or the seriously-troubled, umotionally, All of a sudden all
those wasted years came flooding back on her and the painful ones ahead must have been an
oppressive thought. I'm not slkdlled in the worlkdngs ol the mind, but I think some kind of
self-dei'onse/ self-preservation mechsnism took over, that he understandable resentment of
50 many years added to it umade decent behavior iwpossible for her ego \in the non=great-guy
sense, the onc that cveryone has and necds)s I think it is possible to understand this as
the final nved of her mind after all those years and blows to her self-esteem, that she Just
could not cope with all of that and the bleak future,

“on't just feel sorry for Larry for his truthful confession, tiL.t he can't understand
why both of you have put up with everytling, Try an. use that as a means of getting hin out
of' what has to a very severe depression., As you know, I have told you I 1it no pattern, I
have not practised Judaism since I was a kid. Nor am I truec to all the Uld Yestament philo-
sophy. For exauple, I find the turming of the cheek preferable to an eye for an cye, But
my favorite book of the bible (also JFK's, by the way) is Bcclesiastes, At first it seums
despressing, 1t isn t if it is thought about, I think that if Llarry repeads it mmx as an
expression of philosophyrather than as a preaching of religion, it may help him work hig
way out ol at least some of this in his own mind, Haybe you'd better reread it first, for
you know his mind better than I, There is no need for Larry to be a vegutable, not if he
wants not to be. I think this is the part you an. Buck should work on, like Wallace is
worldng on hi: physical theraphy. +t will be hamd, But the doing in itself will bu a reward
to lim, will hav: neaning, besides leading to an improvencnt in hig cirsunstances,

Please keep us po:teds Hope everything goes as well as it can,
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