4/6/73
Dear Sol,

Some years ago, when you saw the situation in which we were, you said that if we
need financial help %o let you know, that while you werc not wealthy you were comfortably
fixed and, depending on the extent of our necd, might be able to help use I am not now
asking for that help but I am msking if we oan depend upon it should the very bad
aituation get any worse. There is much nonoy owed us. Ve have been unable to get ite
From the fev things 1il has said, I would imagine that if we face a crisis, it will
be in July. I'll explain.

The helicopters that ruined cur farming also had a very serious effect on Lil,
A psychiatrist I then consulted told us we had to move, that she had to be separated
from the congtant viewing and recollections of what had happened., She got as conditdoned
to heliceptera as Pavliov's dogs did to his bell. She is phobic to all aviation,

When Dell came to me for my second book, I was not satisfied with what they had done
with my first so I demurred. They kept after my agent, tolling him that they had to have
it, that the first had by then (a matter of but a couple of months) already sold 58
435,000 copies. When they increased their advance to $15,000 I accepted and I used that
money for » down payment on this place to which we then moved. With a sale of 435,000
copdes on the first book and only $10,000 peid on it, this mcant that in Scptember 1966
I ghould have gotten not less than $35,000 more from them. Never dreaming of the crookedw
ness that hasn't ended, I borrowed the belance and paid cash for the house, Fortunately
the vice president of the bank was more foresighted than ite He wrotc the contract for
two years. Since then they have renewed it, chaknging only the rate of interest to cone
form to that which is then current,.

Each yoar we have to pay $1,250 on the principle and quarterly payments on the
interest, now just under $400 each,

I have only nominal life insurance. this comes to about $400 a year. We also have
taxes and insurance on our home and the farm, which we arc trying to sell. t% is unine
cunbered. Our medical insurance is about $800 a year. None of this has anything to do
with day~towday living expenses. Our old car mow has more than 100,000 miles on it and
I shudder to think of what would happen if, living in the country, something should
happen to ite

The real eastate agent has placed a valuc of $125,000 on the farm. We have offered
to take back all but {the down payment as a mortgage to be paid on annually, We want as
a minimun downpayment enough to pay the bank off. Yo get this price the farm, which has
en emcellent clover-leaf location, will have to be rezoned. If and when we sell the farm,
our pituation will be improved immeasureably. Until then we go from crisis to crise and
enjoy a Very low atandard- of life in all its aspocts. (I spent all the time I could this
past winter clearing a piece of land to use as & garden. Although Lil is exhausted we
plan to can as much food as we oan.)

141 has regular employment from the first of January until the middle of Rammoex
April, as a Plock tax consultante lier net is about #1,500. That is our entire predictable
income. I am as close as one can be to completely unpublishable. Regardless of subject.

I nave made many friends in publishing, I submit samples and ideas, got editorial approvals
and policy rejections,

I don't think one who hasn't live through it can begin to believe the totality of
the crookedneas we have faceds Dell is but one exsmple. They have been so crooked they
have published editions for which thcy have not accounted. I have copies of them. They
owe me for 7,500 copies of my underground edition they bought to use to promote theirs.
They have even fleeced me out of money alleging legal expenses, in violation of specific,
written comuitments Nobody fears even mail fraud. Even the post office so evaluates it,




Once it gts past the investigator, there is silence, iy Senater 1s OW €NQUATANE Wi
they have not responded to any letters after they took thc first case, one they selected
from the files I took thems If not the answer, I knov the end vhem I have sued the
Department of Justice with success (summary Judgement, no less!) and have them in

court now in what will bo a precedent decision under the Freedom of Information lawe
(Through the court of appeals 1 have jrevailed.) They hate me for my than my exposures
of the FBEI, which would be enoughe

My work has been used in anthologies without payment. In one case, even without
permission. Four of the larger book wholesalers owe us about $15,000. I could go on
and on., Qur problem, as with Dell and other publishers, is not the lack of contracts or
of proofa but of being able to do anything.

When what Dell did became cloar with the phoney accountings, I spokc to & new friend
whose legal specialty is publishing law. At first he said he'd represent me, evaluated
the proofs as irrefutable, and thon said that because he had in the past becn Yell's
general counsel, he'd have a contlict. He arranged for another lawyer, not eipert in
publishing, who undertook to represent us sfier going over the contracts and evidence
and offered the same evaluaticn, we could not expect to lose. The second lawyer drafteé
a contract, so there is no doubt that we were represented. Only he has done nothing, He
has not answered my last inquiry, was he letting the statute run?

ﬂy experience with lewyers is worse than the ususl experience of the indigent
litigant. You may remember that initially you sent me to Harriet Pilpel. A truly
impressive woman. She was sympathetic, said she'd be helpful, etc., and to keep in
touchs She even said she'd help get my first book published with her connections. I
could never get to see her again. o call wes ever answored. She is, without doubtx,
a fine person, too. let the fact remains that I could do nothing about the breaking of
that first contract and to this day have never gotten a perny of the contracted "ad-
venee's In fact, I cculd.n;t even get the manuseript back and to this dsy haven't.

I am 50 broke I can't go enywhere, I can't go to New York to seek a replacement
lawyer. I have sought one by whatcver mesns I could.

When I heard that Allan Rosenberg was in practise in Boston I wrote him, He tonk
my claim against u Boston wholesaler but he tells me the statute has run and he has
little hopes ie also wrote a friend in New York, but that lawyer seid he couldn't ke
us ag oliente. I don't know the reason, but representation of those who owe us roney can
be a factor, as can our inability to pay a retainer, The last lawyer I wrote is Irs
Gollokin(?), whose name was given to me by another lawyer. He has not had timeis

to respohde.

The history is similar but worse in our suit against tho governmnent for the
ruin of our fam. In winning the first suit we set precedent, Bdward Bennett Wile
liams took us on ahout early 1964, Ho assigned the case to an attractive young lawyer
who began excitedly, rctreated to doing virtuslly nothing, and udtimately abanddned
us ubder conditions that ralsed the judge's hackles. For a while I was pro se. During
one of the conferences in chambers, when I was trying to get the govermment to at
least go through the motions of negotiating the settlement they professed a willingness
to dm atfempt, the judge turned to the assistant United Statos Attorney and told him
"I have already ruled on this came. The Plaintiff's have won. The solo question is
" extablishing the amount of damage dones™ But the government kept stalling. Eventually
I obtained counsel in Bultimore through the asoistant UeSeattorney who had been wmy
oppencat during the Democratic administration. Slowly, very slowly, the case is advancing.
The last developuent is the government's allegation that Willians lot the statute rua
on use Hard to believe? Our prosent lawyer bolioves it is truee. Williams makes no
response. If it is the fact, most of the time covered by the damages, whage I stoppcd
the running of the statute by filing claims, is lost to us. Williams didn't file the
Complaint in time. Hard to believe? Or to explain? A1l I can think of is~what I later

learned, that he did not know of my work on the Warren Commission when_ he d
renmse;l‘h use. He 13 one of Warren's best friends and the young igwyer- he agﬁ?aemd 0




the case, grandson of Prosident Yaf't, had pecn WOTTENL S Al Cutiine

I canBt make an honest estimate of our prospocts in this case. We should vin

somathing but until there is a ruling on the running of the statute there ig no vay
of making an estimate. I don't have to tell you that when the law prohibite the taldng of
a retainer and the judge [ixes the layyer's compengation up to & maximum of 25~ of '
recovery, nkce & guy as he is, he isn t breaking his back. He woves &t all only when I
prode It is a prestigeeus lav firm, Ofie of his colleagues, who spogbaliges in courtie

© room eppearances, has gone over the files and vas tugping at the reins to got to argue
the case in court. *e ssdd he had never 5een 8o cleur a case of doliberate ofiicial abuse,
worse and 1ess excusable because of the decision in the firat cage, Bowever, they are
leaving such things as the locating of expert witnesses, especially mediecal experts, to
me, ontircl. And I cen t afford to erive off loocking for any. In fact, when for the
first timol got any lanver %o nove for discovery, I had to tell him what to seck,
Even thoupi the files have been purged, we got real good stuff. It incliades admission
of legal esponaibility for aduitted damage. I am now analyeing this muterin) for the
lawyer. (low many clients have you had do sone of your work for you?)

I kow only three lauyors at alix wolle A local fricnd undertook to secic recovery
on bookafor me wntil he loarned that while theru was open and shut case, the cont of
eollecths vonld wipe out the collection. (The one case about which I've been uble to
do anytng is onc in vhich it wag possible for me {o be pro see I won it,) Another
is a welthy man for whom I've done favors, but he is an egocentric nut and he won't
get inb these ldnds ol cageg anyvay. The third is one who has Just pussed his bars,
He kngs no lavyers clsevhers, If his opinion is wockk vorth anything, what he has
seen b beyond question. And actionable,

I go into uli of this so you will understand that ¢ ere is £18c no prospect of
puyiks back enything we may borrow from you except hy the proeeeds of some legal action
or for the sale o7 the farm, and so that Jou can make your own eatimates of tho shtuation,
We #@ the bank about $20,000, have at least $10,000 in other debts \like the dentist,
ourtld friend you may romember, the srinter, eté.), and no cash reserves at all, &1
hagleid aside the interost Payment we have to nako to the bank on the 10th anu it
8lens out our vank accounte Qur other creditors are not pressing us and extended the
eydit in full knovwledge of our situations In Persoual debts we owe only $750.

You should also understand that there is the probability of strong offieisl

yessures apainst anything we way attempt, in court or out. I have earbon copies of
tficial surveillance on e, Because of the curse upon me in publishing, I have ¢dven

wo books, both of which should have excellent Comucreial prospects, to others. Une is
a close porscnal friend, the other g strenger. The stranger got fired frow a Publice
relations job as soon as it happened. o guve me oven the nane of the man in Vasldngton
who brought that about, 1 an fingdly trying to get that monkey off my backe. I have asked
an ACLU~typo Wasnington lawyer to tale & case based on thig improper official spying on
me and a prima facie if not entirely proven case of interferdng with Publication, He
has expressed interest, I wili not know the answor witil he returns from an out-ofetown
62388 on which he is pngageds I know this sounds peranocid, but the wealthy lawyer to
whom I referred above was ouce told by a Washington asaistant UeSaAttoroy (ana acowrately!)
whan I was in his ofiice, L have so any thousands of pages of il reports I have more
than 2,000 pages I have not yet had %ime to read, anc I can produce in court the man who
quit over his Spying on me and éave me the carbons I have, Log:; rrobutive is a recent
confession sent me of a8pying on me for the CIA, However, it may interest you to lmow that
this stranger imow what nobody else did, that I had gone to Pemeger with Whitewash, I have
nover mentjoned this to anyone. Renember, you sent mo to Koyt Puner? I can't explain how,
except from official sources, thds could be known by anyone except you, me and Fort,

If we have to borrow, I would imogine it would be about $2,500 and in early July.
Next time you #0 to Washington, how about alkdng off an extre day and spending it with

Han'ls ghe fidng we UE BT BoBu e g, arc WB1E8YS BGF°B.8E, "andoe by g pond .




