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Dear Freda and Sol, 12/28/74

By my latest project in youxr delayed lctter of 9/25 I presume you mean the book
repérted in this cnclosed clipping from the paper I thought you lovked at with care!

This is a modest treatment compared with some. UPL made a long story on its
wireaul the Washington Post syndicated a story, also good and also long.

But once again there was no comnercial distribution. Two wholesalers did hsve stook
and di not put copies out. So in the only two cities uhere we could have sold books, NYC
and DC, we could not.

Except with promotions I was able to do by phone and by radio. By means ot them
Wwe have paid of 205 of what oy colleague borrowed to pay the printer. Meanwhile, we hope
for a bol¥ of lightening and I try to pluy lightening rod,

Despite this slow beginning I am hopetul we'll at least get my friend and collemgue
out of debt. I've s0ld a one-tine limited use for aluost enough to pay for a meiling ad-
vertising the book. I'1l soon know how nany people have written to us over the vears on
the earlier books, less a couple of hundred who'd noved by the last mailing some years ago.

‘The press treatment of this book represents a warked change. It is now out 5 weeks
and I've not heard of a single snide crack or pretended refutation.

Radio is different, too. This time they are letting me say or are saying for me that
the only way to got the book is to send me $6.25 and their address. They give mine. This
accounts for most of the orders o date. In some places reaction has been excellent. One
station, oved by the Jesuits, called me by surprise. I was on the air when I answered the
phone. Within winutes after I hung up I had calls fron two travellers each more than 1000
miles away from that station, each interested inthe subject. Both stopped at pay phones to
calls “hat show produced more than 75 orders. (I've sought none over the holicays but have
more scheduled for after people settle down.)

The bouk and the work it represents have hau an impact. One of my subts, the one of
which you know, was largely responsible for the Scenate's amending of the Freedom of Infore
mation la. and the override of Ford's veto. (The Ford conteat of this book ic zowie! and
1 have more and very nasty stuff on him in my almost-drafted Watergate book.de is the thug
his face says he is, not the nice guy his press nckes him.) -

You have never mot this young lawyer friend, Jim Lesar. He is & fine young man. We

' are associated in the Ray case and have, between us, done all the work. He hadn't passed

his DC bars when he started worldng on the successful, book~length habeas corpus petition
on which we prevailed to the Supreme Court. We then exercised unprecedented discovery. We
prevailed on th. State's appeal in tho form of a stay, a.ga%ncbeing upheld by the Suprenme
Court. Now therc are to be arguments filed by the 6th. Theg'w'll decide whether to grant
cert on the precedent of dimcovery under habeas corpus. They «re cragy ic pick this as the
case to uppeal bucause this 3is the case in which wo can upe whab we obteined on discovery
and that is ao sordid, so rotten and corrupt in makes the abuses in Ruggo (kllsberg) look
like prosecutorial circunspection and dedication to high principle.
Exercising that discovery sgains% all those who lnd actually conspired to frame Ray
was like a novel, living alone in hostile territory and fighting all the local law "enforce-
ment" Establishment plus the rest of ite But my young friend, who had learned through about
four years of working with me t& trust ne, gave me my head and as a result the }o als. were
afraid of being cited for contempt onco we established our wil.ingness to go to £ 181'3&&@
with proof and he gave them to understand that he'd have no choice. Their next problem was
trylng to figure what I had and didn't have because i1 I could prove they were withholding
they'd be cited. They never did read me correetly so woe got much morc than we expected, even
some of the files the DA hif in his cellar at home! These were blg xérozes of Ray's letters
to all his lawyess, even to the judge. Beglstered mail also was not imuune. Then we got
the proesecutor's written directives on the planned and ordered violation of Ray's consti-
tutional rights. Then even samples of the theft of hig workpapers for his own defense.lbre, too.
This case is now a leadpipe cinch except for corruption and tremenduous pover against us.
The judge is scared if docent. In the addressing of effectiveness of cousel I got in a totally

exculpatory case, proving even FBI perjury on the ballistics and other essential evidence. It
is all exculpatory and we put in a case of shbornation of perjury without once mentioning it.



wore out to get mee During the hearing but outside the federal builddng tho State assistant
AG lost control and said so in the pregence of a vitness. And I was vorking very long hours,
continuing investibations at nisht while Jik examiued the discovery material with care in
our motsl rooms One reporter was fired for associating with me on his own time., I was under
surveillance (vhich did no% make it casier becauso I knew it because a trap 1'd set in

my room was sprung and I lmew it had been searched.) '

It was no less difficult during the hearing, for this and other reasons. I 11
encapsulate it with two storiese. 1'd never net Martin Waldron, the Times' southerfi corw
respondent but we got friendly during the hearing. We were about half-way through putting
on our case whan during ak break he came up and said to me straight~faced, "Aren't you
ashamed of yourself?" Haturally Iasked why."For fuckin' up the whole FBI, State of Ten-
neapee and Shelby County." We both laughed. The last day, during another brealk, I felt
a bear-hug froa my right. (He must wolgh over 300 1bs.)"Harold, you old bastard," he said
to me, this time smiling,"don't you kyow what in the hell overkill is?" Wo had Jjust kide
napped six consecutive rebuttal vitnessese 811 they'd put on. I learned from local sources
who their first was and all about him, so when senior counsel on our gide, nuts, lazy and
upreparcd, provided us with no expert on Constitutional lav, we took the State's and made
him ours by my being propared!

But that is not nesrly as exciting as how I got us an expert on publishing, a central
issue befause publishing contracts corrupted alle They had Bantam's house counsel and viee
ppesient who, foolishly, had let himself get involved. They did not finjish with hin by
the lunch bregk, so I pussed a note to scnior counsel asking him to forego lunch and follow
me + Ye dide I nooded a private place to prepare him. Ho knows nothing sbout publishing
and moreover had not anticipated they'd #ox into publishing. I had and had, the right proofs
that we wanted read in court in my attache case. But the courtroom was loced for security
purposes and going to the motel would have tajen half the tiwe we hade I lod him to Rej's
€ell, told Jimiy to please stay away because this wa. important, and while the lawyer was
maldng notes on vhat to ack Temldn I was mf:ing up documents for him to use., fThat wder
these conditions the lawyer could assimilate only sbout 10-20% is not the point. That the
fraction he did understand was enough ise We had our publishing expert and in the record
what we could not have had otherwisee

) The second Waldron story is of the time right after we were, by Jimts intent,
wasy on the last of their rebuttal witnosses, a lawyer who was to my proof without any
doubt purcuing a fraufulent civil swit for a perjurer in this case, It 19 one of the arvas
I had becn able to investigate well enoughe Had Jin gone farthur the man night havefaced
crininal charges and outaide of places like Tennessea, disbarrmcnt. But we teok over,
the Stato took the break on vhich Martin squeozed me to decido if theydi dare try further
rebuttal, and decided againet it. They Just poored out,

That night the major-uedia reporters took me out to a drinidng: dinrner, lasting until
the wee hours, ani the uext day while legal formelities wer: being taken oare of, things
that did not required me or ny knowledge at counsel tsbls, I startec preparing for the
trial we hope for. I'12 have some surprise witnessea! Charncter witnesses for iny from
among his former captors! Corrupt as the Jocal police are, X've devaloped scurces among
honest ones including at a high level. ]

Sp, this i3 what I've been doing. We await the Judge's decision,

Of course it also meant neglecking this new book, What chance we might have had
for Xmes business we lost.

Meanwhile, the physical danger increases, especially +o Ray. The State snd locals
and FBI may k not lnow all I have by vay of proof, but they now heve more than enough %o
tell them that disaster and possible eriminal charges agninst them awai in a triale If
senior counsel vere not a playboy and yellow some would have been filed 10/17, when he was
supnosed tos. We have the proof in hand. Too lute he has finally agreed again for ¥Yim to
file the proper motions. Senior counsel was supposed to..open with them.

All this began with nmy book Frame-Up., I have carricd the work much farthur without
any funding. I don't think any book has ever had this kind of history. I have a Hollywood
offer from people I don't trust, with an offer I don't trust, sc I've turned it over to
a friend 40 decide and nogotiate. Otherwise, things are as they were. Our best,



SOL RABKIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
75 HENRY STREET
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11201

522-7466

September 25, 1974

Mr, Harold Weisberg
RFD #1
Frederick, Maryland

Dear Harold,

I realized a few days ago that I had said I would try to call you

at your friend's later in the evening on the day you phoned me at the
office and then had gotten involved in other matters that evening which
kept me so busy that I completely forgot about calling you, Please
understand that my omission in no way reflected any lack or loss of
interest on my part as to what was happening to you and Lil nor any
diminution in my concerm for both of you or in my good wishes for both
of you,

What is happening on your latest :project? Is there anything I might do
to help insure that it proves both successful and exciting,

Sincerely,

ot

S0l Rabkin

SR:mef



