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With the passing of the years it becomes increasingly warming to hear from old
friends, especially compassionate ones. We hear from few now. We've unhappy not to have
been able to mee Kitty Clift, Charlie is in a rest home with atteriosclerosis. And since
the summer memorial service for Cliff Durr in Washington, I gues that is all the contact.
1 saw Luke and we had a good visit in Washington 11/73, he talked again about coming up
but haﬁn'tl

I'n more pressed for time than usual because I'm going to write 8 new and dif=-
ferent and fairly definitive book on the King assassination. However, I need help,
there is a chance the friend interested in the book would advance the coats, but get-
ting dependable part-time help here has not been successful. Yet there must be many
former secretaries who would like a little interesting work while the kids are in school,
But they are of a different generation, one with which we have little contact. 'l‘hose
with whom we do have been able to come up with none. This is necessary because #il's
tax work meens much to her, as it should. She is truly superior and aside from the inocomse,
the only regular income, it gives her what she needs, a feeling of accomplishment. I
tried to talk her into going into it on her own this Year when she had a first-rate
excuse, a cheap double-cross on her working conditions by a boss who does well because
he has a monopoly, hot because he is a good business man. ¥e isn't. The net result
will be ti reduce what she can mske for him and herself and perpetuate bad conditions
she is gettingtoo old and tired to continus tolaerating. She'd do well on her own and
would not exhaust hersslf. And 1'd be freer to work withing the limitations of the
phlebitis. At myx suggeation he built a small addition onto the office she manages
for her to have as a private office and render what they call “executive service" at a
higher rate and the more complicated returns in which she is the spacialist, without all
the distractions she had with the waiting room and the other employees all in the same
small room. So, the klutz made the previous office into a waiting room and moved all the
others into it. I was outraged. I told Lil that if she did not insist on keeping the
bargain by her boma I:d simply refuse to provide her with transportation., There was a
basis for this. I can t atand and I can't sit for long periods and there aimply is no
certainty under the old conditions now the continuing ones that I won t be there for
an hour. But you know Lil. I think she felt an obligation to her boss? However, she
is 8o good she traine his employees after he fails to prepare them fully. So: some have
developed an appreciation of and liking for her. Two of them who drive are providing
her transportation. Fortunately it is only a little over & half-mile out of their way.
They live farthur oute They have declined to let her pay anything, too. Two nice married
women with families. fhis means L4l will be working shorter hours, but don t be deceived.
This still means long hours, And the real crunch hasn't started. °

I had no more than started this when the reporter who interviewed me on the news
show you saw called to arrange to call again ¥riday. They seem interested in a special.
I ame I'm also vorking with Newasday, which soon will have a syndicated story based on
my analyzing an exceptional situation correctly, developins: the initial proofs without
leaving here and turning them over to a reporter who has become a friend and is the
Old~fashioned kind of reporter. He has done remarkably well. He may edit the bookk if
I can ever get to writing it. I got the first cage done today and then the mai} came
and until it is cared for no more work. The mail also brings work and that can ¢
accunulate or it becomes impoasible., As it has with October and “ovember material with
which I can_t now cateh up. ,

AnotBer firend is talking about getting me a subminterature pocket rather than
small tape recorder so I can make notes and dictate writing while I walk and travel., It
will be an asset because walking is the one exercise I'm permitted and it seems to be
an indicated treatment. When the weather does not preclude, as yesterday and today, I

walk up the mountain briskly, until I stagger, and then, at first carefully, walk back.
But on a day like- today, like WCBS said you are having in NYC, ice and snow, I could
without feeling like a caged animal walk around in the house and dictate if I can get &
way of gettingit trancribed, your problem in a different HaY e



The medical part does worry me anda with anxiety it sometimes gets like a selfw
fesdipg pile. I'm having to learn for nyself what to do, what not to do, what probably
docen t wean anything, etec. I'm getting no real help from Group Health Association
which™by now is pretty clearly worided by a malpractise cspe. And there is = large one,
£olng back and in the present. This developed beceuse of their negligence, I reported
the first syptoms twice and they were dismissed as another typlcality of aging. Then they
serlously vnderestimated the extent of the condition. More, they ignored the April
illness, which may not have been pueumonia but a thrombosis. But it pneumonia, it furns
out that phlebitis not uncommonly follows.

I don't kmow how you know so much about this illnes but all you say is coreect,

The friend with whon I'm engaging in a new book on the King assassinationx
rather than about Ray arronged for me to see his internist. I was travelling to make a
speech, used that getiing to the ajrport and being part of the vay to see Ray, then flew
to dew York, meeting this reporter in Nashville, worked until plane time and on the
Plabe with him and was met by another reporter interested in JFK at LaCuardia. We
worked in a bar until 2 a.n. The next morning X had brealdast with the book friend and
then he took me %o his internist, The obvious import of the questions he asked ma
shook me by telling what should have been done and vgsn t. He also told me that I should
bave regular vascular consultations. GHA yesterday refused them. But I feel the need
not only because as you remember I always was an ox but because now for the first time
my hands and feet get cold and periodically I feel a little dizzy or unsteady. I've
nade an appointmont with a local doctor and will have %o let the protection we supposedly
have frow Yroup Hoslth (at $1200 a year!) go for the chance of getting real care., The
oY intornist wrote my doctor a letter my doctor had a week ago Monday. I wrote him a
letter he had tho next day. There was no response until he phoned me yesterday, with a
real Bizonian stonewall approach, I orsoume they've gone through thair counsel and have
made thelr decislon to admit nothing and do nothing, prétending that all is ae it should
be. X feel no remission and the KY doctor indicated the contrary, He is going to make a
vascular referral after he consu}.}s those in XY he knows,

How we'll finance it I don t know but we now have no needs, thanks, and I am sure
in th: end we can by litigation. This presents the typical problem of the man without
nmeans. I have a wonderful young friend who is jJust starting pragtise whc is handling other
matiers and to whoz I've turned this over. He needs help we can t find, experts in the
various fields now including this specialty. He ig trylng to collect the money duc me
where possible, two New York cases, too. Dell, which refused to raspond to me and gypped
me extensivoly, has given him a non~response that in the end will be helpful, Be agrees
af'ter going over my files that there are several fraud cases. But he doss not know New
York law and necds a New York lawyer who will let him file in his name. It cann,t be you
because that would compromise you if it goes to court. With what I have Dell would be
crazy to permit that but they arc: rich, powerful, used to getting avay with crookedness,

and in the end may continue to stoneewall. There is a case in Washington that requires

a ¥xxy courtrocm lawyer to help him., Bdward Bennet Willlams let the statute of limitations
Tun cn our second helicopter sult. By insisting that ho b what.I vant- and it worked with
the jusge on this - ws wers sble to establish that the atstute under my interpretation had
not run on & minute fraction at the end, By simply seying “no® watil I got what I wanted,
they settled out of court for enough to pay our mortgage off and them under conditions
that made it tax free, It came to $20-25,000. Williame whistoled when my friend Yim told
kim, he couldn t believe it, Jinm negotiated, they offered a $5,000 cut~of-court settlew
ment, vwe turned it down, and Jim and I are no move than one men each with so many gther
obligations. However, with help we could proceed and rhere should be a comfortable end,
I'm not afraid of Willisms before a black Washington jury with the work I've done on

the Xing case, ¢ started dragging his feet when he learned I was writing anout the
Warren Coumission, Warren wss one of his best friends, The lawyer he put on the case had
bean Warren's law clerg and new has a rclatively high, subcabinet post. Or, the lew and
the faols are my vay. nly Jin heeds belp and we have no means, he or I.

Howevor do try %o teke care of I t 7=8 ho bed. I do the othe
things of which i ifow nd"avoid what 1 shbuidn't. Phents and o“u}'sb’agt,e 0 the other



SOL RABKIN
ATTORNEY AT LAW
7S HENRY STREET
BRODKLYN, N. Y. 11201

522-7466
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