Dear Howard Retchin, 3/24/19

The men who does not get discouraged is sick. The man who permits discouragement
to dominate, to make him quit, is lost.

From the past 15 years along - and I've lived five decades longer than that = I
could add much to your list of causes for discouragement and dismay. But I could give
you a very considerable list of entirely different nature. Please understand I do not have
the time. (And with this plesse slso forgive tho typoss)

Perfection is not a state of man, We suffer the flaws preached against in biblicael
days. Indecd, those who then preached had their own flaws.

4s you understand, my work addresses the funcitioning of our basic ingtitutlons. They
all failed in time of great stress and as you note with the House committee, since then
have also Taiied.

Because 1 do not sensationslize %o be exciting and attractive to relatively immature
young aduly minds I do not get many requests for lectures at colleges. But when I do 1
am honest, I do paint the kind of picture you see, but I do not stop there. For this is
not a world in which there is no hops, no progresss And while I delineste what you maoke
what it can be, & dismal situation, I try to show that it really ian't. s two exanmples,
and although I was on my way to the hespital with serious illness when I got Pogt Mortem
to the printer, since then I have obtained about 200,000 previouely eecret pages of of-
ficial records. I won't kid you and say it was easy. It wasn'te But it was possible. And
there will be more. These will alvoys be evsilable now to your generation and to those that
follow, for whatever uses you can find. As I wind up the question period after speaking,
can you think of & country - not only now but ever in man's history = where I could have
done what * now do? In even the land of the Magna Carta there is an official secrets act.
Tor all its freedoms Canada has the same restrictionse

You say ue won't survive ms a free land for another 200 years. I think we can and I
live and work on the basic assumption it is possible and more than worth the struggle.

Governments tend to be suthoritatdian, whether of the right or the left or betwoon.
Those of authoritarian power andpredisposition tend to perpetuate themselves and their
beliefs. In our land they ave not the majority. 1t elso isntrue that after the €0s those
of the college generation,found going essier on t!e smooth road that has no high peaks
and no deep valleys. Most, bui by no means all, ,

HEistory and felth un humankind provide comfort and remssurance. From Bruce and his
depression before the fireplace while the spider persisted in seeldng to spin a web to
Washingbton at Valley Forge to now, when men are not jeiled for 25 years for stealing a
7¢ loaf of bread to feed their kids, as they wefe in the Great Vepression. For all our
present failings the hungq(y, for the most part, arc fed. Those ghetto kids who have what
it #skes can and do escape the ghetto.

We are thé people of Zenger, who established a since corrupted press freedom; or Faine
who was not overwhelmed by the times that try mens' souls; of Thoreau who asked Emerson
what he was doing out of jail; and of the citizens' army that helped end the worst tyranny
of modern times when I was you age — and with a clear history of pacifism enlisted.

There will never be a time when there will not be those who won't cop out when you
show your peers what you report. But we are also tho people,of the Jackson who seid that
one determined man can become a majoxitye

The future of freedom lies in the hands, the hearts and the souls of the countless
Howard Retching whose souls are tried but who ar: not summer soliders; who will go to jail
if need be (and as helped turn the country around in the 60s), which is extremely rare;
who understand the effort is worthwhile and will make what effort they can and not be
emasculated by discouragement; who think through and realize the alternative permits no



pltemative for those who care about freedom and want it for themselve., UNCAT lamiies
and their fellow rmen; and who I assure you from long, costly and painful experience will
come to & point in their lives when they can look back and be more than content from the
realigation that to the degree life and its responsibilitien and the varying capabilities
of cuch perwitted have doro what they could to make this a better land, a better world

and no matter how small the contrubution ses it was a constructive contribution o freedom.

I illustrate that I am not Pollyana aud am not putting you on with a personal story,
one I nover tell, I make the exception because of the téne as well as the werds of your
letter.

This past veek I was boforz the federal court of apreals for about the fifth tinme
with a gingle sult, for the resulis of the spectrograpide and ncutron activation analyses
in the HFX case. ly fivet request of the ¥BI, which followed inquiry at the Archives, was
on Fay 23, 1966, In the first suit I lost all the way to the Suprome “Vourt. lere 1 am,
nobody, resliy. Eroke sud in debd, “nitially with an fneffectual lawyer, But then a bright
young nan who had not yet talken his bar examdnations just happened to turmn iv. His briefing
vas excollant, 47 it did not ispress the Supreme Vourt. It did imoress the Congress, which
from this smended the idvestigatory files exemption of the Freedom of Information Act
end then overrode Serals Ford's veto. One of thy reaults 1s the fairly tnll exposuve of
sone of the greatest damgers to freedom, the enormous domestic intellipence operations
of those of tho dedicatad wrong. Fyom thed thers is the virtual end of that great denger
to freedon and individual rights,

$till oroke and still in debt I refiled the case as the firef case under ihe amended
FOIA Act, in 1974. It went to court early in 1975. Since then it has boen to the epycals
court two morc time, I think it ic now on its way back to district court, where the fight
will bogin all over again.

Feeed with all this-adversity and despits serious limitations that in early 1975
included serious illhess I have nonctheless built what I believe is an irportant historleal
record, Pardon the avimchlar, but this was possible wy what 1 think of as intellectual
judp. 1t was made possible Ly oriicial dishonesides that exiendsd to the Juige, & pariismn,.

There is no way I oan now lose this case. o wey I cen avpld the bolief that I have
done something worthwhile, if at great cost, eapecielly in time. Whatover the ultimate
Judieial decision I havo won = for everyone elas.

T wse tiin ae Jllustration, to show that each Howard liotohin in his own way can see
and do Ms part and find that whatever tho end may be ke is rewsrded, has done well with
his tive on earth and maybe, just meybe, has done more.

I+ is worth the effort. I've lived it and lnow.

But 1% all begins with understending end with faith. Nothing is impossible vave for
those who feur. Fear om the nost corrosive of emotions.

Confuston and discouragement are natural, part of life. If you do not let dismay
dondnate you, as it need not and should not, they will pasam and you will see clearly
that there is hope, that it requires effort, that the effort, if not alvays easy, lec iis
ovn revward, and that there aro oihers who amy, feel and do the puad Wey.

If as a politigéal sclentist you can turn on just one who males a succesifll effort to
nake some improvement then you will have done well and it will be worth ali the lows in
lire, like the one in which you now are.

ook baclward only to learn. *ook ahead and you will zo ahead. And many others
with you.

There is eause for coacern, But rot for diauay or hopelescnass.
If I did not frow wy owvn exp:rience believe this I would not teke the time to try
to persuade you, to encourage you.
we nodlel VOB ERE Rojecture invitation near there I'1l try to remember to let you lmow so
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| Dear Mr. Weisberg,

|80 naive? Gonstéﬁ%l& we hear about the communist threat and yet the

|

|

X ’L,Hﬁvins,,tea@_ Post Mortem over and over for the past several years I am
Jstill guite discouraged. Why in the hell are the people of this nation

~ [ conspitacy within our own country is far worses I am a political-scientist —

e N Hstudent, Whenever I confront others with these documents they call me

%paranoid and deranged! Boy am I confusad.

- __________Jhas,not”baan profitable. And then a Senate Committee comes along and -

'uﬁroufhaverdﬁv°t°d”yéar5'of'your life to this work which I am quite sure

J'saga that Kennedy prohably was killed by conspirators because thsy have

IJa tape that proves more than three gunshots were fired. Yet, t there is

}muoh more conclusive evidenoe to prove that fact. Wow!
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_T‘I guess that our nation will not survive as a free Btate for another

Ttwo hundred years. Why, I do not underatand.-I feel so impotent and
|irrelevent to what occurs within our society. I had to finally write
— ~you-because so-few understand the way I feel. Let -me-praise you and

== N — 1__

' of human. awareness uhich is laoking in the world today. Going back,

| your constituents for this devotion of real patrionism. You are a symbol =

S — now alll slowly regressing into death. It sure is heavy on the mind

‘iyet so real. Of course I nor you (that I know Of) know who killed the
'President. But in the end it is really you and me.

1 ——————————————Very-gratefuly




Quin,
Tou've heard mo say that the govermment is tearing its young people up.
Fover reilect it now but too many still do.

Because this one appesrs to be more confused and dedpressed I've taken more tiue
than I would have.

It is not the fact of the mscassinations.

It ie diseuchantment with govertmont in their waku.

?t turns the moat promdeing, the nest senaitive and concermed youny people off.
And 1t lets authoritaerisnisn move shesd more easily.

.

HW 5/24/79




