mation to many of the nation’s largest "ISSA was giving “high priority to safe- service for GSA, €aid” the use. of sur-.
“inhsurance -companies,” -that one-em- © !guarding personal information against reptitious listening devices of various
. ;ploye of . S8A .was finding out from - - unauthorized disclosure.” ... - .- types to monitor phone calls from out-
SA records who had died, then issu- . .The enormous. amount. of informa- ~ side is already forbidden by GSA ex-.
«=ipg new-cards-inthelr names to {llegal - tion about individuals accumulated, in - “cept where expressly permitted ‘by
aliens, that another fed his. own ad- - Speial Secux;ity,;meg}_i “"l:ﬁglqde-avaﬂ- élaw or court order.:, .. .7 -
_.dress through; the, computer. onto ‘the . able to othe:_._fagencies;wii,.reves‘lgd.in "2l However, - ponsurreptitious devices -
"records of peopk who. had . died and .- a series of letters to Moss and RosEbY  have . béen ‘permitted ~ where “the
collected - their ghecks, ;that_another. | government gencies.,. ... wooch: - agency deemed - them essential but
' g;ldds ﬁd:ezﬁéﬁt;i?ﬂ 1‘;?{:‘ ssnsx:s :esi ;‘;.'I‘»hevBi;ilroad Re&ife;;eni;,nl}oard&aid “would be barred in the future.. .-~
.‘ords to-a.C € it gave income and other information ' snid that 1 : y -
" lpeating missing persons and that oth- _ to Soelal-Security sbout -1 million tit?::::uaig ?;;;gg;;g‘;om;%_
,ers;(abﬂeated_l!lgvdli_ﬁerengppnef}c;a;‘y ;/people through mid-1977. Social Secu- - iified an employe—a Social Security
Hnords and processed them for 856, Writy said itTwas recaiving' aboutsS.3 ;" expert who advised the public on ben- -
million repofts each quafter on veter- _efit claims,’ or.a tax expert . who gave
wmmm@mvft:tm Administra-  “advice on filling: out returns ove:;utihe
; ! ; , ed |
ﬁ%sup§%w : }e Wgﬂ
blanket notice, the’ super-
OS5t ahad i lstened
"whenever he or - e deemed it with-
+" out telling the employe On,;éach“occa- ‘

¥

the Depaftmen i
“Welfare: on-clo

ed. vo: iy -

"
P

“training was " be g . given, AoOFIOCKS " ablé “WILHOUL SRERBUD( ' tng t.w:ﬂqgg N o). : W
‘and keylocks for computer :terminals ‘on millions of people to the states, the toﬁm‘!ﬂmmn v}?ng cau:*d in ’acdofdzxéigw

- which can be used only by suthorized . Railroad Retirement Board, and, in a : ;
¥ ersorinel ‘weré being installed, and /smallér number ot casés,.,‘theég'uﬂﬁce, . to Social Security officials. Carr said
somnel. WeT PUUE U ULV Department, VA, ‘Office of Thiapector +the agencies clatm the. PR e WA 107 4
R £ HEW, Labor Department, " %c o/ employes were being tondider-
" Treasyry and other “agencles—usguaily, * ate and helpful to the public. .- ..
“*jor the purpose of determining - HEW - discontinued monitoring two

' ‘whether coordinated - bénefits wer years ago, when Moss and others
. ;:: ayeble, ‘but . sometimes for auditi neg : crmzegsthe practice, but.recently it
. " as]

i Wi A for :permission: to -start
‘nd lnvgstiggtlve Purposes. ;- again (though with notice to the call-

though Spelal Security informa- ers this time). IRS had already moth
‘tofi on’ an ' individual is generally se- . fied "GSA: on Nov: 4, 1975, that it
cret, special laws jpermit exchanges in' - would monitor calls at taxpayer col-
,a wide variety of casesi<.guch as locat- * Jection offices and services offices,
“ing runaway- fathers and coordinating  according to a'GSA letter to Kildee
: welfare benefits. ;. . i o dated June 29, 1078. .
- The GSA ‘move .on tephone con-! - . Kildee, Moss and Rose are: said to
versations arose from ‘GSA’s authority. . be ‘deeply concerned about’ potential
over use of listening devices in- fed-  invasiqns of privacy - from listening
.eral civilian agencies, and- has been . devices, the liberal use of Social Se-
_encouraged by Rep: Dalé E. Kildee (D<w#curity’information banks to give data -
Mich). . 0.k bt et o to ‘other ‘agencles and the alleged
., Frank: Carr;’ commissioner .of auto- . ]aose Sccial Security ;control over
~mated data. and telecommunications  data terminals. ° Ee

.
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WW‘MB&' Spencer Rich Wiy
e Wuhlnnton Post Statf Writer-

:The General Servlces " Administra:

PR mtlon, supported . hy. key . House mei:
‘ “‘bers, has moved to bock various fed-
eral agencies from using listening de-

~ ‘vices to monitor’ tejepione calls f from »

" gitizens seeklng lnfbrmation

"GSA proposed regulntions on June
29 to bar all ‘such.-devices, whether

surreptitious: or:n nsurreptitious. ex-

cept where “permitted expressly - by
“law or court: ordgr, or lnstalled for
pm?lic safety’ purpose& - ,,

The Internal Revenue Serviee, A
,1975 received permlssion to use such
- thonitoring devices; The: soem Secur- |

ity Administration; “which. ‘abandoned

mhonitoring devl " after a ‘political
. blowup four yed
',&rmlssion from. GSA' to.
- Would beused, by: g

them. Officials
.tor how their emplayes. desl. with citi-

%, . zens who seek_information. - iy
: ’I‘he propose G_SA regulations

P

e

s to ‘Blook | Llstenlog_ﬁ

-ago, -had sought .
rein,

perviors to:monk
ere sajid: the devices™

- would block the Social Security Ad-

“ministration from installing the.*de-
vices and would: force ths IRS to
abandon their use. :

In anothér development the Gen-
eral Accounting Office yesterday re-
ported that Social ‘Security .computer
Tecords on' about 50 million Social Se-
curity and welfare beneficiaries “are
hat being properly safeguarded from

' poﬁential Toss, déstruction, abuse or

“Phe GAO udy, _requested by Reps
John E"'Moss (D-Calif) and Charles

‘Rose "(D-N:C.y-more than’ two years Jobs.

“iago;. said ‘theré aré_ about 3,700 com-
. -puter terminals in Social Security of-
wtices: all-Over the:¢oudtry: and in-1804
state welfare offices and 40 private in-
surance companies which -service Me-
dleare These terminals can feed in.as
‘axitake ot information, thaugh +
“since 1973 the prlvate companies are
electronically harred trom nonmedlesl
records.
+ The: report ssid thst 1n some csses,

“eurity payroll records on 110; millio‘g

; ,The y )
pany - "built srﬂourishing "business, hy

4 i s e o1 Oy
the comptter terminals were Kept in]

-unlocked’ rooms’ with - little: _security,

that the machines were left electroni-)
‘cally unsesled and that “access to the
rooms " during. ‘the. day asn’t re-
strlcteg ‘adequately, : RO e

+“The report:-said that - dlshonest em-

"ploye or everi'an outsider knowing‘ thie’

proper codésteould walk iri"and- pull
~information out of the cOmm:ter”“ v

* Otficlals’ sald_:the ‘samié ‘comput rs
3lso hiaye, access to_central’ Soém

onbeneﬂciaries,who are -working
“ithe’ Sogi

est dmployes ‘to dhts ; A
‘ords, addressesp.medlenl; lntormntion '
and other,.crucial facts ahout 160 mﬂ
lion'to \_mmion poaple
port said that.a pri

gaining unauthorized access to.federal

‘medical records and seillng
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