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At 3 00 P; n. on Wodnudny, Mareh 11, npnuntnun- of the

- Dcpa.rtmnt of tho Treasury nnn of thc Comnission mt to cmiur Socutu‘y

© 'Dillon's letter of J-nuu'y 28, 196&, to the Chnrun, end his response of
- February 28, 1964, 7 alrs sl o e

- Present :ror thn Cumilaion - Chumin Warm, Gmﬂ:l. COu:nnl

Ranldin, Mnurn. Willens and Stern; for th.o _Treasury - Chief Rowloy of

."‘Sum Service and Robert Carswell, Special Anint-nt to Bncntur:f DﬂJ.on it

cm:mm Warren explained that he had two basic problems: :
R Tho Conmission is wnwilling to agru 1n -dnnoc to any umta-

"7 tion upon ite pnrog.ntin of suggesting any ehu.nso in urnngmt- for ;
Prauidmticl pmmtion vh:l.ch it may consider delinblo. Of course, the =

Com:l.nsion hu no intomt in p\ﬂ:u-hins in .ﬁu report any information wh:l.ch

% might in any way lw:;gm opportunities to a pouibl. assallant.” However, <

 the @anger of this happening hould be eliminated by restricting the fn-

| fomation vhich the Commission cbtains sbout particular protection matters

(see point b, belov). The Chairman felt that the Commission would itsklf

. have to d.otam.im vh.t ‘could pmp-rl.y ba covmd in its report, vlthout

being su'bJoct to veto by the agency 1mm1vad, or 'by the Pnnidant *

#The question of an ultimate determination by the President whether
information should eppear in the report arose because of a suggestion made

; at an earlier meeting, on March 6, 1964, when Messrs. Rankin, Willens, and . .

. Stem met with Mr. Carswall end Ceneral Counsel of the Treesury Belin, - At '_

that conference, a possible solution was discussed which would involve
notice by the Commission to the Agency originating information concerning -

. Presidential protection that the Commiseion intended to treat this i.nform.— B

tion in its public report, an opportunity by the agency involved to attempt s

. to dissuade the Commission from doing so because of security, and an .
‘opporhmtytolukmmtm m&wotmydiw.? :
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- Research preventative activities. -

- 2 -:'._ ‘ ]
b. The Chairman also stated that it did not appear to hin necessory
for the Commigsion to be informed as to a.ny detail of present procedures for

S Presidtmtia.l protection where any queatlon of security is involved. The ,
ok Comnission's main function in this area 1s to appraise the Job done at the
" time of tha a.sm-:lmtion hy the fedoml agencies ahu.ring responsibility, and

only aenondar.uy to iu.ggent any ﬁqpmmntl in pmcednns or lialson arrange-

ments which oceur ta-tho_ Commisslon in the course of its main inquiry. In the

Chairman's view, the Commlssion does not require detalled knowledge of present

" operating procedures which are highly classified and the revelation of which
" might increase the potential danger to the President. e Chatman stated -
i".‘that he wum not wan'b any menber of the Comilesion or 1ts ltaff to. bave the g
burden of knoving such classified details. ‘This abould not, 4n bis view, -
Fon foreclose the Commission from any useful and unclassified information as t.o
. opersting procedures, and particularly information regarding Protective L

There ensued a genersl discuselon of the best mamner in which to -

- afford the Commisaion the information 1t requires, without conwromiainé . s

important security omsi.dmtim - The !L‘z'easury representatives made clzar
the desire of the Depsrtment of the Treaaury to vitinold notnmg from the A

'bcm-sion, provided nppropmtc security measures could be observed. -

A sharp distinction was drawn between information regu'd.tng the - 5
actual events in Dallas eand the advonce preparations for the Dallas trip

: on the one band, mdgmznlpmeadureaamﬂarmsmtl rort.hammrc :
" As to the information regarding mm, a.ll agreed that the Commission
* was vitally concerned with specific um:.u, and that 1t should be

entirely fmo to ccment upon any aspect of thn Becret Send.ee parromanco_

during and immediately before the Texas tri;p, subject Py to discussion
with Treasury of any upect which mmt n:l.n ucmty eoncem. A7 :




3= |

(For example, the unlikely case of something which seemed to the ' -

Commlgslon & defect in protection arrangements, but vhich the Secxret

Service regarded as incurable, and where revealing the defect would ine
crense the potential danger.) However, as to any examination by the
Cammigsion of procedures and arrangements for the future, security con- )

: cerna would be paramount, anﬂwﬂdnnﬂ.tthaintomtionto'bemde

available to the Commission. ‘ _ _
It was evident that the mtter could not satisfaotorily be

considered in abstract propositicns, but rather that it vas preferable

topmcaedonatentatinbuin,toucermntheutmtoftheinfom-

- %ion reasonably required for this espect of the Commission's task and the
~ questions, if any, raised thereby. As a first step, it was agreed that

the Commission would pzap‘an a sexies of questions on any aspect of
Preaidentialpi'otactim, both at Dallas and as to future procedures and

‘arrangements. These Questions would be submitted to the Treasury Departe . =
" ment and formal answers given, within the limits of security, Whenever

it became epparent that a Question could not be answered satisfactorily
withow revealing security information, the matter would be discussed
further. However, 1t was hoped that the staff of the Commission working
with the Secret Service apd Mr. Carswell, would be able to obtain all

© information Tequired by the Comiasion for m perromnco of its talks, .




