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Ansocinted Press
A, House committee approved-a bill
yesterddy giving the governniént con-
trol of White House papers hut per-
mitting: a president to seal. some rec-
ords for up-to 10 years:
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The Government Ogergtlons Com-
mittee appmved 33 tﬂ*ﬂ the bill which
would require nutgnlng‘presldents be-
ginning in 1981, ﬁto,.tum.ﬂver all uiﬁ-
cial White Housé" records to the -Na-
tional Archives. Currently, a presi-
dent’s ufflcl.al records are regarded as
his own property.

However, a president would be em
powered -to’ restrict ‘dccess—for up to
10 years—to classified docuiments or
material regarding national defense,
foreign policy, appointments trade se-
crets, advice from aides and personnel
and medical files.. . _ :

‘Private records such as journals or
diaries ‘would remam .the president’s
property. , . =

The bill also would pemut a presx
dent in office to dispose of records
with 'no - historical -or ‘administra-
tive value, provided he notified the ar-
chivist and gave Cnngres& 60 days no-
tice:n 7

Rep. Ted Wexss (D-N.Y.), who pro-

‘ posed  that Congress have power to

block disposal of records, said that al- |
though his amendment was rejected,
he and Rep. Elliott Levitas (D-Ga.)
will offer the same porposal when the |
bill reaches the House floor.




