/f'he Constltutxonal Rights Sub-
committee of the Senate has jus
opened a series of hearmgs *

s}l;own.anythmg but res pec

" versy has been exaggerated
. “The ' government’s effort: .to
-.obtain “.court .~ injunctions i’ to
. ‘prevent newspapers . from .pub-
) i+ lishing “articles based on 'th
i * “Pentagon Papers,” for’ example :
"need not have been necessary. if
= there --had . been * cooperiti
-between the newspapers which
" got possession of the documents -
and the government. The basis on
- which  the  administration - d diately © -afte
objected to the publication of the ,g‘; %’ lﬁnme l:tg 4 k after
“data in the “Pentagon Papers”- sident ixon' had ‘spoken on .
was that there were certain " television, it was charged that\the
messages to and from ambas- ‘ - administration was attempting to -
: sadors which could have been - .mtmudate the television: media
i omitted or paraphrased, . thus " - and was threatening to influence
avoiding any chance of outs:ders" the FCC to withhold licenses .
3 obtaining American codes. Ll
The courts have yet to settle
exactly what power. of injunction
~may -be applied ' to “-prevent :
publication -+ of * classified
“.~documerits ‘‘stolen’ from' “th
iRy "Vernment ~and. unlawfti

censorahip of control through the -
Federal : Communications. . Corn--
mission. : When Vice President.
‘Agne'w for mstance wvoiced -a

- Again, when the Department of

Justice ‘sought  an injunction

against. the . publlcatlon -of phe

“Pentdgori Papers,” the- ‘addinis-

tration; was " widely: acéused - of
ing with, ‘“freed

e D
m‘x’: ttﬁeth seel;)r:‘: hearings began But the real issue in connectxo

th N ted that there. .- With the “Pentagon Papers” was
: h;:ewe:nkselnw?;::va fe,::l: ab:::x: . the theﬁ: of clasmﬁed documqnts
L U governinent fantrol” and” reguls hio

. tion' of--the ‘broadcast. 'media."
Herbert . G." Klein, who i
President © Nixon’s -communi:

Y
cations 7 chief, declined 'an .- ‘dential relations ‘Wit
invitation to_ testify. Ronald. L. : governments, -.Th :
Ziegler, White House Press Secre- ... “information could have bee;
tary, declared that he did not.  forth without pubhshmg the bexts
want to make any comments with . 0 verbatim form.

During World War 1 and Wol:l
War II, a voluntary censorshi]
system was in.’ ‘existence, -

reference to the hearings or to "~
matters now before the courts, but
said he ‘'believes it, is- the

i
|
i

President’s view that “the ‘free Newspapers were not. compelled
press in this society should be ‘ to follow the guidance given them
able to operate with sources that .~ DY @ board in Washington, but
; have not been made public.” .. . . they generally did. This plan was
! Mr. Ziegler was asked whethier .. deemed necessary . in- grder to
i Vice Presi ident  Agnew was " protéct our government fromy'the
B justified in assailing the - spread of information thut would
reporting by the “liberal press” of - be helpful to the enemy. . ..
§ < the Attica riots and whether he A new question, however haa
: “"was “perhaps reflecting - the -arisen. - Should a »news&;le];ell'
i s admxmstranons posmon Mr. -, “decept from anyone. :#fficia
! Ziegler replied: ~ documents that he .or. ghe; has’
: “The Vice Presldent has every ‘ “:stolen? Should not." the . person :
i right to-express himself. In the.; . Builty of guch an offense }l:e
last two years people have been * - Yeported ~ at -once: to u.the
suggesting the administration - . 8overnment so that proper a"ﬁm"

[

nfay be taken? In most cases, the'

h t te
as an intent to intimidate the govemment probably . would:

press. That is not our intent. We . - .
respect the free press. But just as '~ 8gree. “to “the publication of
governmient should be criticized ~ . . . information from the documents
and should be self-critical, - concerned, .provided 'steps to

ctiticism of the press in itself does , protect national security and our
not suggest intimidation. ‘code. system were “agreed” to “in
“ "“In my personal view there has _advance by the newspaper or
been too much sensitivity by the - . ~TNewspapers which had obtamed

press. I don’t think we have the stolen material. .

. when they came up for renewal,’ .-

Washmgton
)cp.:{’(, N

To day o

By DAVID LAWRENCE

f




