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By John Carmody
‘Washington. Post Btaff Writer
Ina speech sharply critical
of the television networks, a
Nixon administration spokes-
man announced yesterday that
legislation has been Pprepared
.| that would make local stations
responsible for the objectivity
of network news shows, .
Dy, Clay. T, Whitehead, " di-
rector of the Office of Tele-
communications Policy, said
the proposed legislation would

dministrati

amend the TV station license
renewal oprovisions of the
Communications Act of 1034,
His comments and some of
the legislative proposal were
contained in a speech before
the Indianapolis, Ind. chapter

of Sigma Delta Chi, a profes-

sional journalism society.
Whitehead said " the. legisla-
tion would establish two crite-
ria for .renewal, which - each
TV station would have to meet
before the Federal Comimuni-

on Moves to Tie

TV %/i(;gyses to News Shows

<

cations Commission would’
grant a new license, .

¢ “The broadcaster must.
demonstrate he has_been sub-

-stantially attuned to the needs

and interests of the communi-:
ties he serves . . . irrespective
of where the programs were
obtained ... and™ . ;
'@ “The ~broadeastér must!
show that he has afforded rea.
sonable, realistic, d practi-

"See BROADCAST, A9, Col. 1
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“When ‘there ‘are only a few
‘sources ‘o'f.natipnal news .
television, ‘as we ‘fiow have,*
Whitehead said, “editorial re-
‘sponsibility must be exercised
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management

sistent hias in ‘the- networ (R
or who acquiesée by. silence—
can only be considered willing'
participants, to: . be' . held full
accountdble. . . .t licente -

ot ulefls

Fify the:
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ance w1th their belié
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stwork progra; ming

sehead also sa}d that.
bitadcasters’
T actept network stan
.ardy of taste, violence, and_ le-
¢ ceneyin progx:ammmg th

Qgrams. or. commercxals glo-
yse oi drugs;. if,the
vlolent or.i

as the . CongreSS
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meaningful servlee 1o all ele-
nis. lts community, the li-
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A spdkesman for- NBC yqs-
. terday said,
tion's plan a§ describsd by Mr:
| Whitehead seems :to. .be an-
y Tother* attempt o :drive:
y[Wedge between teleyision Sta

. “This is. regrettable because
'the abmty of our broadcasting
system to expand its setvice to

tation of'a".close and coopera-

the area of news and mforma
tion, w1thout government in-
Itérfererice.* Spokesmen for
ABC and CBS were unavaxla-
ble. .
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ould be- taken away by‘
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| nalists, who are ‘immuné from
\crltlclsm by government or re-
u-| straint. by publishers’ andvedi-

ing journaljst, it he follow a.
e‘ Each of ‘the three' net-| i

p-Lgives up the right to. present;

““The administra-
or should dorreet. so-called

tive - assocatfon of networks|
+and. -‘stations, . partlcularly dinja. Job in . .the pnvate sector
Rand .Corp.. employee befote
jommg the- “administration, he |
is con51dered ah ‘expert in sys-
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] press ‘wag |,
1ot slipposed to create" 8 prwi-
leged elass of men «ealled jour-

tons " he said:
- “To the-con
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professional ‘codé’ of ‘ethics,

"““Who “"¢lse, | “but - manage- i
ment,” Whitehead asked, “can

professionals who confuse sén. |f
sationalism ‘with. :sense .and |
who. dispense elitist :gossip in|,
the guise of news analysis?” |

.Whitehead has - taken the
lead in admlmst.ratxon attacks
on broadcasting. over the past.|
14 nionths. In recent weeks
broadcasting mdustry sources
have hirited he may leave for

soon:* A MIT graduate and

tems engmeermg and ather i




