ittt

As..a seasoned., put o suy plekled-
webring practitionet, Tiive been uhserving
me latest skirntist i the bre<s {rectomm
a tek‘idl‘l arii dn'uscmmt and

\ﬂmt' 617l 3
annosaurus Nix-and tie l‘m twaind Desties
around Rim but'a fighi for liie once they
consolidated theiv power? It does seem {o
me that we’ ve peeit whimpering a lot about
this, when we ought to be polishing our war
clubs aud fLading areund dswithawill. .

It does no.good, you knew, to take this
kind of thing {o{he public. in the manser of ..
a Clarence. shrieking for Nunny. The public
does pot- glve u fiddler's helch for the prob.
lems of repoeriers -and editors,. or fov the
mystical Yight that s «<aid 1o shimmer
around whe Flrst Ameadment.

vndel b in Sone - alud
i Lien, M‘ they fap-
e s the mnccn-ru

hat unhody s, oy
o1 evervhody nifss
pen xn bt ou thr‘-ub
tion” camp w c

}‘ A free press is the king ut institution

TR

'\ NOPE, THE JOB ol detending the press..,

W

anse of all is, as ever. a deteriined offen:

ve. Nobody ever really kulls: afree press,
When a free press dies it commits suicide,
and it does not do it all’ at ance,” but by
‘degrees

We err badly, for example: inthe rever

ntial teeatment accorded the Presidency,
Who ever said the press covering the Presi-
denit was supposed to be seme kind of
spoon-fed branch of the While House propa-
ganda corps? When il dezenerates (o this,
as ft has, a littie bii of swicide has been
.

4 The New York Tines. which considers
ltnlf with awe, set the tone for this kind of
thlng as much as any Single press organ
did, The Times developed the “leak™ into
#n ‘art form. Times men went about like
baby birds, beaks wide ajar. peeping
mightily to have little news gobbets thrast -
upon them by friendly memma biids inthis
or that administration. )

It is, or ought t0 be. su axiom in this

{rade that no politician ever tells a repurter

0 A

U . “hightened jurs. The pri
! mﬁw‘ﬁf‘”"!

P e,

s up to the press itself. and the br»,\ de.

ETER n?"

sanything he doesn't-want ioseem g‘inl:ier .
his own purposes. He does not act put of
resard for he First A111endlnent or the
peopte’s richt- 1o’ know, or.for- any of that
is thms to be
usadin his view, and he 0sésit. e

You siart nunging around the\e power-
hungy cperators, depending oa thelr lar-
gesse, and in no time at all they have tho
collar arnand veur feck, and you are an-
awe 'ing the tug of aleash,

“ The. . most [ascinating news couimct
u:e staff the illegitimi do not wish you $o
print. Jt is diyzing eutthis kind of infermn.
“tion which makes:the game worthwhile; %
withont H you might as well be toutlng
SlOCckS  on comaiission, - or fiting shoes :
soynewher ¢, E i

Nor. s 1. Mgecwllv awed by the rela«
tinnships hetween the courts #nd the press: -
The hell with the courts, T say. Let them *
i, show, .and leave the presstomn
isénader me(uns'xmtlonaslnter- ‘
FETh Uy < Tefferon, Wy THELIonTs somc»
what' more m\px ‘rtant than theirs..

Sk kK

AS A REPURTER I assert the Tight to !
‘print any damn thing I can find and prove ..,
true, and that would include memos filched
from President Nixon's inside coat pocket,

R

< iF e Jeft it unattended. It seemsto methe

imes did little enough with tlmse famous
entavon: Papers '
Mool of the weaknesses of the press do
vt come sboud. as the result of attack from
the outside. hul because of dry rot from
within, A properly {unctioning press is the :
peopie’s mtelligence service, questing and
prubing, gathering and interpreting, and on
the editorial pages pointing and holleringa -4
lut. And these things are done not in the
expectation of any gratitude on the partof -
the people. At base, they're done for the
sheer exhilaration of it, the deliclous’
scratching of curiosity’s itch.
Anybody, ccurts and juries included,

who asked me for tapes and notes would
get the biandest blue-eyed stars in the

. western. world. What notes? What tapes?

Who, me” None of their business. Time we
21 satd goto hell. -
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