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Mr. JENNER. You were then 21 years of age?
Mr. THORNLEY, About ; yes, sir.

Mr. JENNER. Tell me about what your occupation and activit
to the time you enlisted in the Marines.

Mr. THORNLEY. Well, the year before I was a student at the
Southern California, and before

in Whittier, Calif,
Mr, JENNER. T take it then that yYou are a nativ
Mr. THORNLEY, Yes, sir
Mr. JenwER. Did you receive your degree?
Mr. THORNLEY, No. I was—I completed my freshman
on active duty to serve my 2-year obligation in the
Mr. Jenner. You did not return to college after
the Marines?

Mr. THORNLEY, No, sir,

Mr. JENNER. Was your di

Mr. THORNLEY., Yes, gir,

Mr. JenNER. Where were you based w

Mr. THORNLEY. At a gy
Santa Ana, Calif., or just outslde of Santa Anga. =

Mr. JenneR. What was your rank at that time? P

Mr. THORNLEY. At that time I was acting corporal. £ )

Mr. JenNER. What was Your assignment then? WL -

Mr. THORNEEY. T was aAn aviation electronices operator. 1 was working in

an aireraft control center reading radarscopes and keeping track of ingoing
and outgoing flights,

Mr. Jenwer, What was

wise at that period?
Mr. THORNLEY, At that time his assignments angd acti
janitorial. He was—he had lost hig ¢learance previousty,;
he was assigned to MAKETHE ColTee, Trowthe- lawn §Wak o

L~ ofthis nature,

Mr. JeNWER. What were
of them at the time, asg to how or why he lost
Mr. TrRORNLEY. Well; I asked somebody, and T
who-told me, it wag a general rumor

¥ had been wp

University of
that T was a student at California High School

e Californlan?

year and then I went
Marine Reserve,

you were mustered out of
scharge honorable?

hen you first met Lee Harvey Oswald?
bsidiary of El Toro Marine Base, referred to as LTA,

Lee Harvey Oswald's assignment and aetivity serviee

vities were priman‘r‘

and if T remember,

wn ‘deeks, and things
Lo w iyl

the eirenmstances a8 you learned of th\:m, or knew

his clearance as You put it.

was told, and T don’t réemember

been put in the brig_for that,
matieally loge his cleara

Mr, JeNner. I was going to ask you what losin
indicated that—

-Or would you state it more g
Mr. THORNLEY. Well, that meant in

not permitted to enter certain areas
ment, was kept; that we w
knowledge of. Angd on occasion information,
the man who was clea red, in the process of his
to keep to himself.
Mr. Jenwer, 1 assume you had cleargnee?
Mr. THORNLEY, Yes, sir; T was, I think, cleare
Mr, Jenner. Cleared for confidential.
clearance was involved,
i~ Mr. TrHORNLEY. I believe it was just confident
~on that particular equipment,
Mr. JeNNER, That is the clearance
Oswald having lost it?
t Mr. THORNLEY, ()

& clearance meant,

You have
pecifically.

I imagine, would also come to
work, that he would he expected

Mt s

d for confidentia] at the time,
I was about to ask you what level of

al to work there at El Toro

about which Yyou spesk when you tall about

gwald, T believe, bad a higher clearance.
2 §based upon rumor, I beliave ho at onp time- worked

futhe B & C files; somewhere eithior at LTA or at'Hl Tor.
Mr. JenNER, Did you ever
Mr, THORNLEY, No, sir,
Mr. JENNER. And
Mr, THORNI.,‘EY. P

& A

This is also just
in the security files, it is

work in the security fileg?

that was a level of clearance——
robably a secret clearance would be required,
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i Mr. JENwER. It was at leas
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gpoke?
\,w:&r. TrORNLEY. Yes, sir.

Mr. JEnneER., The clearanc

“was the clearance to operate 1

ght,
Mr. THORNLEY. Rig
Mr. JENnNER. And your kno

yomor. AAs-L-understand it t

Mr. THorNLEY. No; this wi

B club or staff sergeant’s club, s

Mr. JenwEr, He had gotten

beer on the person of a staff s

Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, sir.
Mr. JENNER. As a result o

. jected to the loss of clearanc

Mr, TrorNLEY, That is col
Mr, JENNER, Was that clea
Mr. THorNLEY. I doubt it

/1 had-left-the-outfit—I know

Mr. Jennes, When did you
Mr. THORNLEY. [ left in 'T”.
Mr. Jenner. Up to thu; t
Mr. TaorNLEY. Deflnitely
ME?EJENNE:R. So that_us fax
operated any radar et‘!umnle'n‘

Mr. TaorNLEY. Yes; E1 T
he didn't.

Mr. JENNER, Would you !
acguainted—Ilet me put it [l-!l
anee with Lee Harvey Oswa
only to, _'Whet.her_ YOUu Wers fr!
cate th'}a level of Triendship fir

Mr, THORNLEY. [ would 8

we weren't friends in that
“out, yet when we were thro

equipment, somethin;:: of tluf
and happened to he‘ in the s
would sometimes sit down
there,
Mr. JeNNER. So there wa
friendly in pertorming}ymi;(
in that respecf.
zl;fgﬁggf‘.%vith him on lihgrty 7
Mr. THORNLEY. No, sir,
Mr. JENNER., There were !;
and you and he fraternized?
Mr. THORNLEY. Yes.
Mr. JENNER. Now, did you
Mr. THORNLEY. Well, not
lived in a different hut th
ho;i??l;:.wmm. This acquaini
Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, sir.
Mr. JenweEr. Oan you fix
2
BD;?:F .THORNLEY. 1 really |
one since November, and I
some time off that year arc
friends of mine, who were ¢
in the outfit that Oswald v
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t higher than the clearance about which you flrst

Mr. JenNer. It was at leas
spoke?
Mr. THORNLEY. Yes, sir. \
Mr. JENNER. The clearance that you had in mind of which you first spoke 0:—/ r
was the clearance to operate radar detection devices? (/ i
. Mr, THORNLEY. Right.
Mr. JEnNER. And your knowledge of his loss of clearance was by hearsay or
I understand it-the eircumstances took- place off -base one. day.? .
this was on base as I understand it. It was in an enlisted 'j{;_‘_
club, something of that nature.
ten into difficulty with a staff gergeant and nad poured
into some kind of an altercation?

FUmoT. \As
Mr, THorRNLEY. NO;
club or stafl gergeant's

Mr, JunsER.-He had got
heer on the person of a staff sergeant and gotten

Mr, THORNLEY. Yes, sir.

My, JENNER.-AS 4 resul
jected to the loss of clearance?

Mr. THORNLEY, That s correct.

Mr. JenNER, Was that clearance of his restored?

Mr. THORNLEY. I doubt 1t very much, because 3 months afterwards, after
tored while I was in the outfit.

t.of that he was eourt-martialed and had been sub-

Mr. JennER. When did you leave the outfit?

Mr., THORNLEY. I left in June and went overseas,

Mr. Jesner. Up to that time his clearance had not been restored?

Mr. THORNLEY. Deflnitely not. And shortly thereafter he got out
gervice.

Mr. JENNER. S0 that as far as you have any personal knowledge Oswald never ' ;
operated any radar equipment while he was at Bl Toro, did yousay? =)

Mr. TaorNLEY. Yes; Bl Tore, LTA. As far as my personal knowledge goes, 1

he didn't.

Mr. Jeswee. Would you 8
acquainted—let me put it this way firsy
ance with Lee Harvey Oswald, and here a
only to~whether yourwers friends, were you merel
cate th“}e level of Tfriendship first or acquaintanceship.

Mr. THORNLEY. 1 would say we were elose acquaintances in the sense that
we weren't friends in that we didn’t pull liberty together or seek each other
out, yet when we were thrown together in an assgignment or gomething, moving
equipment, gomething of that nature, we spoke and when we were 0N the base
and happened to be in the same area and were not required to be working, we
would sometimes sit down and discuss things. That would be my statement
there. '

Mr. JENNER. Bo there was a degree of affinity in the sense that you were
friendly in performing your military tasks together whenever you were thrown i
t,trger,he‘r,]in that respecj. You felt friendly toward each other. You were never -

off base with him on liberty ?

Mr, THORNLEY. No, sir.

Mr, JENNER. There were times when you were a
and you and be fraternized?

Mr. THORNLEY. Yes.

Mr, JENRER, Now, did you live in the same quarters?

Mr. THoRNLEY. Well, not actually. We lived in quonset huts there, and he
lived in a different hut than 1 did. We did live in the same general area,
however.

Mr. JENNER. This acquaintance

Mr. THoRNLEY. Yes, sir.

Mr. Jenwer, Can you fix

apring?
Mr. THORNLEY. I really ean't, sir. 1 have been racking my brain on that

one since November, and 1 can’t fix the time, I do remember having taken
gome time off that year around Haster and going on 4 trip with some civilian
friends of mine, who were out of school for Haster vacation, and I know 1 was

{n the outfit that Ogwald was in at that time,

of the

tate the circumstances under which you became a
‘What was the extent of your acquaint-
t the moment I am directing myself
y on the base together? Indi-

¢ liberty on the base, T assume,

arose in the spring of 1959, is that correct?

the time a little more definitely than merely the

and I know that either ghortly
85




