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shut down an entire industry, Ger-

ald Posner is getting heat. He's -
denounced on talk shows as an idiot, a
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interests,

All this because Posner, 39, E.uﬁwmuw
#&Eﬂgnﬁw&aﬁnﬁwﬁo—gw

of all conspiracy buffs. He is the author of '

“Case Closed” Bnnnoamoﬁmuﬁrﬂg
Bﬁsgggnﬁ
F. Eennedy. Period. Vil

No plot awﬂno_oﬁgo..smgu.
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~No Euw revenge EEnw. No- EEBQ.E;

_nﬁﬂ.E complex rubout, as Oliver Stone

had it in his movie ‘JFK,” which its critics

called a farrago of falsehoods. No coverup.
by the FBI, no CIA involvement. Lyndon '
L.._o_Euou s hands were clean. .

fool, crazy, a simpleton. He's called a liar,a

‘In short, no conspiracy. No govern-
Emaummnﬁann of them E. Howard Hunt
of later Watergate fame) dressed up as
tramps in Dailey Plaza that 1963 day in
Dallas. Foul-ups, yes. Conspiracy, no.

Face it folks, Posner is saying as he
hopscotches across the country with his

. best-selling thesis: The leader of the Free

World, that golden prince of Camelot, was
slain in Dallas in 1963 by a twisted and sad
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‘of them dopey or

troma $12.88ifle  SeorinE g ills oves
" It's not possible, people still say 30

uaﬁa later. Kennedy was the president, .

for God's sake! Oswald — that mama’s boy,
that loser they laughed at in the Marine

' Corps for his girlish manner, EBEE*

ed Marxist poseur, that nobody.

There had to be mo: 38? hence the
growth of the industry. So far, more than
Ngggﬁnoﬁgqo%v&"u e assas-
sination and ad Eﬂam theories — many
crazy — about what
really happened. No end in sight, either.

The National Archives released 800,000

more documents on it earlier this month.

“It’s like challenging religious belief,”
Posner says, shaking his head. “It’s like

.-gwnopgﬁbwoueg&o dis~ |

cussion.”

~Posner, pﬁgnmﬁﬁwuﬁmﬁg i
..‘.gsgsﬁnsgca versity of Cali-

fornia “at” Berkeley. and Hastings law
"'school, is a“former Wall Street litigator
« who gave up the law when he got hooked

on writing nonfiction. His first book in
1986 'was about’ Josef Mengele, the Nazi
fiend whose medical experiments on Jews
Eﬂﬂnﬂﬂngﬁuﬁﬁmg
E&RUBE. o
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tache and a direct manner, Posner was
.Enanngwwﬁoﬂgsﬂnnﬂ.g i
.ing with the volumes of the Warren Com-
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mission, about the msmation'

and the later murder of Oswald by
nightclub owner Jack Ruby in the
basement of the Dal]aa pollce de-
partment.

“T'm blessed or cursed with an
analytical mind, When I graduated
from Hastings in 1978, 1 went to
work for Cravath, Swaine and
Moore in New York. One of their
cases at the time was the govern-
ment’s lawsuit against IBM. There

were a million pages of paper and - Lo

hundreds of thousands of exhibits.
! Some people might tend to get dis-
suaded from tons of paperwork,

but I don’t have'a fear of it.” *' *¢

Posner doesn’t turn up much in
the way of new evidence. He just

takes a clear look at what there is ~
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and reasons from it in a common- © Gerald Posner was ln San Francisco to promote his book ‘Case
sense way. As an example, some ' Closed,’ which debunks conspiracy theories about JFK's death .

conspiracy buffs wonder why the

Secret Service agent who was driv- '

ing slowed the convertible when FBI offices would have to be part

he heard the gunfire? To set up

Kennedy for the third bullet and

coup de grace? But Posner asks,
isn't it more reasonable to assume
the agent turned around to see
. what those popping sounds were
and what was happening to his pas-
sengers? Nothing could be more
natural, says Posner. it

What about the mesaage to all
FBI field offices, warning there

might be an musdmﬁonnttempt" 3

on November 22, that a k, Wil-
- liam Walter, claimed to have seen
and told his wife about? According

to Posner, the wife denied he told

~ her anything of the sort and said

Walter had a weakness for telling
whoppers. “If-it were true, all 50

of the coverup.” Posslhle? Yes.
Pmbable' (WS T

Why didthel)allaﬂpulice wm'

until 1969 to release the arrest re-
cords of the three tramps (none of
whom was Hunt, as it happened)

picked up in Dailey Plaza, and why.

did it take until last year before

they were made public? Posner an-

swers that the cops didn’t think it

was important (“Not everybody is

dominated 'by conspiracy theory
and, anyhow, govemmentishxeiﬁ

_clent”), and nobody bothered to
look in thé files until a couple of
newspaperrepormgotaroundm\

it. Two ofthetramputl]llurvlve,
‘one of whom got 125.000 m nppear
oon “Hard Copy.”

FBI agents destroyed ¥ Aot Os: ‘.

. 'wald delivered to the Dallas office. |
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“JFK" — because Oswald knew"

Kennedywubemgletupfarm | murk, showing them, as former

ing andewas warning his “han-

dler"?lnwhichcue.howdidm
happen that he ended up firing the -
weapon and killing a policeman
before being led smirking out of-

‘Posner shines a bright light in the
 New York Times columnist Tom

| Wicker wrote, “in some cases to be

‘hnponihla,mothenmhmhen.m
lmanydluhoneut.lnallwhhfuL

“Because of Vietnam, Watan
gate, Iran-Contra,” said Posner,
“people don't believe government
tells the truth, and they project
this back in time to the Kennedy
assassination. If it's true now, they |
* believe, it was true then.” o |

the movi;a theater where hq
cal ptid) £ # LT
The real exp o sairil’os-
ner, was tlm the note was_Os.
wald's threat to take the matter to,
higher authority if agents kept
hiswite.'meygotridof
ltbemmtbeyfearedthewrnthof

Why didn’t the Dm.s police
 tape their interviews with Oswald, "
! and why was their interrogation so |
leisurely? “They didn’t own a tape”

recorder and they thought they'd |

have weeks to question him.” Jack
Ruby upset that apple cs.rt whan

he plugged Oswald. ., = ..
“Itwanhegrentart dlaservice
to history I can think of,” said Pos-
ner. “Nobody would be talking
conspiracy if he'd stood trial.” . . |
So it goes, one half-baked theo-|
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Y MAR SION/MACK STAR FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Personnel flles of women In Nazl Germany's S5, left, are some of the 75 million pages of Nazi records at the U.5.-run Berlin Document Center. David Marwell, right, will transfer the archive from American to German controd this-summer. -



