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Remo Franceschini is an
‘ ‘ ex-New York cop with an

artitude. He also can tell ’ ’ ) :
a prenty good story.
From the review of Remo ’
Franceschini's “A Matter of
Honor: One Cop’s Lifelong I'm;;lf

of John Gettl and the Mab™ en
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s

mﬁiI.P, conspiracy theories?

Gerald Posner says Oswald alone i
killed ¥FK, and “the facts are S
incontrovertible.” He is confident he '
has closed the case. But, in fact, he !
has not — and nobody could.;: ' .. :
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Lee Harvey Oswald pased in . wriles, “To say otherwise, tn light of
April 1963 with the rifte he Ths ovarwtisiming evicomce. (& 40 &
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used to kill Kennedy, The ln}t‘l“!;I mock the President be killed.” '
2y e wid - er works very hard to show - 3
assassin, in Posner's view ar in  CEE O, Y nedy alone, -
the Warren Commission’s, was The book ineludes a chapter and
a maladjusted loner. an appendix on the Warren Commis-
slon’s conclusion that the fIrst bullet
to hit Keanedy struck him high In
tho back, went through his throat
and siruck Texas Gov, John Connal-
ly. iracy theorists have scoffed
, it ihe single-bullet thoory; ¢ have
¢ claimed that Connally was hit by
snother bullet, fired by snother
shooter. Posner, citing evidencs de- g
volnped In recont years by new tech-
! nology, argues that the Warren Com- LI




mission was right. (The subsequent
shot that killed Kennedy hit the back
of his head.)

Posner attempts 1o debunk the
work of the various conspiracy re-
searchers — a mixed bag of serious
people who care about history; ab-
sessed people, who aren't necessarily
wrong, and crazies — and even de-
votes a chapter to the psychological
underpinnings of an apparent na-
tional need Lo believe in a COnspir-
acy.

“The search for a darker truth
than the lone assassin seems un.
quenchable,” Posner writes. But, he
adds, *. .. for those seeking the truth,
the facts are incontrovertible. ...
Chasing shadows on the grassy knoll

will never substitute for real his-
tory."
In fact, Posner does not close the

case and, indeed, nobody could.
Questicns remain to be answered
about who Oswald really was. The
\most important question is whether
he was trained as an agent by some
branch of US. intelligence. Posner
doesn't satisfactorily answer that
question.

Posner rests his case largely on
who he thinks Oswald really was.

“Understanding [Oswald|," Posner
writes, and | agree, "is the key to
finding our what happened in Dallas
on Nov. 22, 1963." Posner views Os-
wald as pretty much the maladjusted
loner portrayed by the Warren Com.

mission.

Posner writes extremely well. His
narrative about Oswald's life is
worth the price of the book for those
who are new to the subject. For
those, like me, who have read the 26
volumes of the Warren Commission
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Mary Perot Nichols, an agjunct
prefessor of soclal sciences ar New
York University, teaches a course
called “Who Killed JFK?" She is a
former journalism professor and
tormer president of WNYC, a
communications group made up of
New York City's three pubiic
broadcasting stations. She is warking
on a novel about the Cold War.

United Press Internationa:
The President and
Jacqueline Kennedy with
Gov. John Connally in
Dallas motorcade on
Nov. 22, 1963, “Lee
Harvey Oswald,” writes
Posner, ©. .. was the
only assassin atr Dealey
Plaza” that day.




