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I WOULD LIKE to congratulats Alexander Stills and Thes National Law Jaurnal foe
the fascinating articls "Mazi Victims Turn to the Law." (NLJ, 11-15-85.)

Whiles many victime of various holocausts have cansidered bringing such
2ctions in the past, it is 2neouraging to see the poszitive results that some
our collsaguss have had. MNot eonly have they addressed long-overdus issuss of
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stats terrorism and relatsd vislations of human rights, they alsoc havs obtairn:
judgments and money damagss that inevitably will bring some solace to the

wictims.

Howevar, thero was a vary disturbing, if not reprahensible statement
attributesd to one attornsy in New York, Gerald Pazner, when s«plaining whyha
class action of Auschwitz survivors against ths West German Qoavernment was no-

croduant. Mr, Fosnsr waz guoted as saying, "Ws descidsd net to proceed wiEth oo

+suit because a Tot of Jewish aroups were afraid that [the idea] could Br uszd

= against Isra=! Tn their actions, 1ot = say, in Lsbanon." e B
———

|/

How anyons could be so zelsative in his pursuit of justice and human rights
is baffling. As an Arab-8msrican whe fully applauds Mr. Posnar’s work on behe
af Jewizh victims of an earlizr Mazi helocaust, [ would alseo expect him to
edvocate the same rights for Arab victima of a more recent Zionist holocaust.
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Garald Posner, a M2w York attorney, For example, had to follow a trail of
evidance that tosk him to 11 nations, Fallowing the tracks of a man who had
disappeared 35 years ago: Jossph Mengele, the notoricus doetor of Auschwitz.

r. Mengele had parformesd hundrads of gruesszoms and usually fatal experimsnts=
using human b2ings ss laboratory animais. A balisver in the science of
sugenics, Dr. Msngels used twins as the chief objezsts of his research. One
hundred of tham ars still alivs, ;Ihtﬁ#ywafuth%’%urviUih§*€w+nsvliyinq in ths
United Statss bacama"MrL Poaner s olisnts =l 381 .

R e
The cass was a departure for Mr. Posner, who previcusly had been an associar
at New York s Cravath, Swaine & Moore, where he helped defend IBM in a massivs
antitrust suit., Hes took the sase togefher with Joseph G. Ferrara T s partner

in a new firm he had formed Posﬁer % Farrara.
Ve ——— 1‘. —‘/

Aleng with psychelogical dinjury, many of thes2 survivers havs lifelong

medical dizabilities From the Mengals expsrimanta. "Their doctors don’t kpow
how to treat them bzzauss they don’t know what was dane to them," Mr. Posnar
said, "Mangele injested things into their spines and only he knowszs what hs=

injectad.
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responsible for.the-boy In that casa, U.5. Distrist Judgs Eagens H.
Nickerson Jdr..of~the Edzterh DiStFict of New York awardsd damages to the
plaintiffs in 1984, although no money has besn collasted,. FiTartsgasmey.

Penma-Irala, . 79-6090.

wers going to fils dn the Eastern District in the hape of drawing Judgs
n," Mr., Posn2r szid.

The zuit was naver fFilad, Sometime in 1983, Mr. Posnar and Mr. Ferrara falt
that the caze stretchsd international Taw too far to havs asny hops of succass.

pog o

They decsidsd the matarial would work batter as a book than a brisf. The
rezult is "Mengalz: The Complate Story," to be published early neut year. Mr.
Fosnar =aid he will donats the procesds of ths book to the twins asz a fForm of
Prass Alt-H for Halp or ATE=0Q to Quitk.
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compsnszatian.

The case toask him into the world of espionags; intelligence agents, formar
Nazis and praofasszional information peddlsrs. "Unlik= most of the Tegal world,

this is filled with disinformatian and bad information," he said.
rsuaded th2 son of Dr. Mengels, Rolf Mengele, to hand over his
and diariss, and in doing se, Mr. Posner says he resorted tos
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o this day he doesn’t know that thes proceeds of the book are

The dosumsnts Mr. Fosner turnsd up hslpesd forensic experts establish that Dr
Mengele disd in Brazil in 1373, as is now widely belisved,

~PEep et s p oo fapal e R e TS S T 0 EE oot wa N ot 0w 58 phanthat  Dr .
MERFE T e rs—reallywdead. "They hzva lived for the day in which they would
canfront their tormantsr in a ccurbtresm. Strang2ly enough, they are not
intersstead in reavengs. They want him t2 say on the witness stand that they
gassed Jews at Auzchwitz.'
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IT WAS PRECISELY this desire to establish historical truth that gave rises t:
the suit against the Institutes For Historical Raview, a California-based
organizatian dedicatsd to proving that the Holocaust never happanad.

The institutes of
gassed in & Mazi ga
Mearmelstain, hesad o
taks up the challaen

fered a 350,000 raward "for proof that sven a =ingle Jew wa:
s chamber" and than sent a personal letter to Melvin
f a Los Angelas Holocaust study foundation, daring him to
ga.

Mr. Mermelzstain, who says hs watohed his mother and two sisters led away to
the gasz shambers at Auschwitz in 1944, accepted, filling out the institute’s
claim form and providing affidavits to support it.

Whsn the instituts would not henor the elaim, Mr. Mermelstein susd on groun
2f braach of sontrasct and smasticnal distress.

In the =nd, last July, ths Inssitute for Historical Review agreed to pay an
award of $30,000 and zigned 3 1z::2r of apology to Mr. Mermalstein and "all
other survivors of Auschwitz far the pain, anguish and suffering" thay
2iparinced.
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