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Anti-Discrimination Commi
BODY:

I WOULD LIKE ts congratulate Alexandar Stills and The National Law Journal fa-
the fascinating article "Nazi Vietimz Turn to the Law." (NLJ, 11-15-85.)

While many victims of various holoca austs have considerad b:1ng1nq such
actions in the past, it i3 sncouraging to s22 the positive results that some o
our collsaguss have had. Not only havs they sddrsssed long-overdus issues of

Press Ait-H for Help or AJt-Q to Quit.
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skats terrorism and relatsd vislations of human rights, the2y a2lso have obtainr-
judgments and money damages that inevitably will bring some salace to thes
viatims.,

—_— =

However, there was a very disturbing, if neat reprshsnsible statement '
sitributed te ona attornsy in New York, Gerald Pazmer, whan sxplaining why 3
class action of Auschwitz survivers against the West German QOvernment Was non
orought. Mr. FoSner was quoted 23 s3ying., "W decided not fo procaad With thae
~3uUit bscauss a lot of Jew1dh groups were afraid that [the idesa] could b= used

= against Israel 1n their actions, Tef's S8y, in Lebanon " =

—_—

~— How anyone could be =o selective in his pursuit of justice and human rights
iz baffling. Az an Arab-Am=rican whoe fully applauds Mr. Posnsr’s work on behe
of Jewiszh victims of an sarlisr Nazi holoe aust, [ would also e=xpect him to
advocats thes same rights for Areb victims of a mora recent Zionist holocaust
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v @ New York attorney, for example, had to fallow a trail of
kK him ts 11 nations, following the tracks of a man who had
@ars agce! Jossph Mengele, ths notorious doctor of Auschwitsz.

Dr. Mesngele had performed hundrads of grdesoms and usually fatal experiments
using human bsings as Tzboratory animais. A believer in the scisnce of
eugenics, Dr. Mengele ussd twins az the chief objects of his resecarch. One
hundrad of them ars st£3i171 alive. Thirty of the surviving twins Tiving in the
United States becames Mr. Posner’s celients in 1981.

S— T

The case was a departure for Mr. Poasner, who previcusly had besn an associsrt
at Mew York’s Cravath, Swaine & Mcore, where he helped defend IBM in a massivs
antitrust suit. Hes took th&_&ajg togsthsr with Joseph G. Ferrara, nis partner
Th & AEw rirm he had Farmed,\Posn;F-E-F;FFF?ET\_ o
P— —— T e
—

Along with psychclogics] injury, many of thess survivers hsvs lTifelong
medical disabilitiss from the Mengele experimsants. "Their doctors den’t know
how to treat them bszsuse they don’t know what was dopne ts them," Mr, Paosn=r
said. "*Msngsle injectsd things into their spines and only he knows what ha

injectad."
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Mr. Posnsr had thes problesm of proceading
intelligance services of the world had fa<]
be dead. Hs s=zttlad on ths ides of suing th

z rumared ta havs lived far many y

ith & casse invoelving a man whom 5
to find for 35 years and whe migh
govsrament of Paraguay, whers Dr.

Mengzls wa 2rs, for knawingly harboring a wa-

eriminal.

2 en a Tandmark case decided in New York, in which ths
im suscessfully susd ths Paraguayan police official
3

family of torture
death. In that case, U.S. Distriat Judges Eugsne H.

a vie
responsible for the boy
Nickerson Jr. of the Eastern District of New York awardsd damages to the
plaintiffs in 1984, although no money has bessn collected. Filartega v.
Papa-Iraia, 79-£090.

MR. POSMER HAD his ey
t

"We ware going to fils in the Esstarn District in the heps of drawing Judgs
Mr. Poznzr =2 )

aver filed. Sometime in 1983, Mr. Posnzsr and Mr. Ferrara fal-s
gbohed international law too far tz have sny hope of success,

—

terial would work bstter a3 3 book than a brief. The

idad the mat
z Mengzlz: The Complats Story," to ks publishesd early next year. Mr.
s ha will donats the procasds of the book t3 the twins az a form of

for Halp or Alt-0 ts Quit.
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The 2azs toak him inte the werld of espionage, inteslligence agents, former
Naziszs and professiomal information peddlers. "Unlik2 most of the lagal world,
thizs i fillaed with disinfermation and bad information," he said.

Mr. Posner persuaded th2 son of Dr. Mengels, Rolf Mengels, to hand over his
father’s lstters and diarias, and in doing so, Mr. Poszner says he resorted to
tactics of deception foreigh to hiz usudl lawyerly sthics. "I had to be
disingerusus. To this day he doesn’t know that thes proceeds of the book arse

going to thes twins."

The documants Mr. Posner turned up helpsd forensic experts establish that Dr
Mengele disd in Brazil in 13973, as i5 now widely belisved.

Despicze the proof, Mr. Posner’s clients do not want to accept that Dr.
Mengele iz really dead. "Theay have Tived for the day in which they would
confront their tormanter in & courtroom. Strangely 2nough, they ars not
interested in revenges. They want him to say en ths witnsss stand that they
gaszed Jaws at Auszchwitz.!
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IT WAS PRECISELY this deszire to astablish historical truth that gave rise t=
the suit against ths Instituts for Historizal Review, a California-bazed
crganization dedisated to proving that ths Holocaust never happsnad.

The institute off
ed in a Nazi gas
f

ed a $50,000 reward "For proof that even a single Jew was

2
gass chamber" and then sent a personal lstter to Melvin
Mermelstein, head o 3 Les Angel=2s Heolocaust study foundation, daring him tao
tak= up thes cshallanga.

Mr. Mermelstsin, who says he watched his mother and two sisters led away to
the gas chambers at Ausshwitz in 1944, ascecepted, Tilling out the institute’s
c¢laim farm and providing affidavits to support it.

Jh=in the instituts would nat heonor the claim, Mr. Mermelstein susd on ground
of bre2ach of contract and smotional distress.

In the #nd, last July, the Inszitute for Historical Rsview agresd to pay an
award of $920,000 and =zigned a3 iz:z2r of apslogy to Mr. Marmelstein and "all
cther survivors of Auschwitz for the pain, anguizh and suffering" they
2 sriznced
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