Paul Hock t : 1/9/04
1525 Acton St., . 1
Berkeley, CA 94702

Dear Pual,

The entire east coast is having the kind of weather that should make you overjoyed
that you live out there, not here. We are iced. Really iced. With low termpeffatures
and lowér windehills, Not easy for ak's like mel ) -

I've drafted a book on Posner and his drek, using them as symbols of institutional
failure. It is soon {o be edited for publication. I do not know 't:llie;éa‘.ta. For it I'm
very interested in Posner's admissions that he knew very .well that the case was not closed.
}gmsafm written we about Posner's admission of it to him. He says in that letter,"you
may want to check with Paul Hoch on this, as he told me he had explained this to '
Paul," .

I'm very interested to hear about that! ASAP, with a book about to be edited,
ovdrly-busy friend.

We hope all is OK with all of you. With us it is about as good as at our:’agea one
can reasonably erpect, . J

Lil is having the first cataract removed loaally this coming Friday. I've been
feferred to the John Hlopkins specialist who removed my first one because my blood is
go angious to clot.

Minf'I41 1t is outpatient surgery. If on balancing the risks Hopkins decides
iy second one should be removed, the first one had me hospitalized for five days,

411 but thé removal precautions. : |
' Thanks and dur best,

| ’W/



1525 Acton St.
Berkeley, CA 94702
(510) 525-1980
January 17, 1994

Harold Weisberg
7627 01d Receiver Rd.
Frederick, MD 21701

Dear Harold,

Thanks for your note of the 9th. We are all fine, but getting older - a
change that works better for the girls (photo enclosed) than for Sue and me.

I remain very busy at work, which has been full time or more for the past
couple of months - a special push to make the office look good in light of a
possible reorganization. Also, I guess it's nice not to have to keep up with
too much nonsense on the case, now that the 30th anniversary has passed.

My father, who is now spending most of the year in Concord (Mass.), has
told me about your cold weather. Berkeley does have its advantages.

I'm a little surprised to hear that Posner told Jim Lesar that he had
discussed his view of the closedness of the case with me. We did chat a bit,
semi-privately, when he spoke at Green Apple books in San Francisco on
September 29. He was much more disarming and subtle that he comes across in
the book, as I suppose you would have expected, since you've talked with him.
There was some evidence for a "second Posner” theory; for example, his account
of the care he had taken in using Hartogs testimony was inconsistent with what
I remembered from the book itself. Also, he said that Tony Summers wrote "a
very good book called 'Conspiracy'" - not the impression his reader would get.

On the "closed" question, I have only my rough notes, not a direct quote.
According to those notes, he does not expect — despite his confident title -
that the case is closed; he puts 'Oswald alone' back on the table. His point
was, as I recall, that in general people are now debating only what kind of
conspiracy it was.

Also, I guess I can share what he wrote when he autographed my copy of

his book - "I know this case is certainly not closed for you and many other
serious and responsible researchers, but it [the book, I guess] should
certainly make for a lively and continuing debate on 'Oswald alone.'" But I

don't think this is really quotable directly, since he's allowed to soften up
his real opinions in such a context.

Thanks also for the copy of your letter of September 29 to Hal Verb.

I don't think I have anything on Failure Analysis that would have been of any
help if I had been able to reply earlier. I have some clippings and
promotional material from the mock trial - which I attended - but nothing I
can get my hands on easily. Some of the work they did for each side was not
particularly impressive. The one item which struck me as important was the
bullet which had been shot at a slower than standard velocity through a wrist,
causing the right kind of damage (as I recall) and coming out in CE 399-1ike
condition.

I don't recall where Bob Callahan made the remark I quoted in my last
letter (about "Hung Jury" as a book title) - probably mot in print - but I
doubt that he would mind if you used the general sentiment, attributed to him
or not.

Here's 10 pages on John Elrod - you may have seen a reference to him in
Jeff Morley's piece of 11/18 on the Conyers hearings.

Best,



jtem ... will be thoroughly reviewed by all the
parties” preparing the next city budger.
Following Clarke to the miérophone are City
Council members Sheila Dixgn (D—4) and John
Cain (D-1), both of whom alo express their

rentral support for BUILD'sjgoals. By drawing -

menibers of the City Coundil into the discus-
sion, BUILD makes clear thi it plans now o
take the social-compact campaign into the
proces)of developing nect far'scity budget
A meting berween BUILD representatives

and ity Council memberis xpected in
December Marerials distrjbuted at the Hyact
convention nclude 2 moxth _uw.EoEra:m.En
of the city's Budgeting prpeess and a sign-up
sheet for BUTLD memb¢rs who want to partic-
ipare in budgetyrelated fession :
After council fnembérs finish their speeches,
Miles steps to th hone and asks the
andience to d five groups, which then
depart—some in some on foot—on
tour of downtown opment projects. The
wours include ot bl completed projecs, but
also sites of p jects in various stages
of planning, i ing thy installation of a chil-
dren’s museum/ the development of a canal
along Marker Place, the bjlding of a park
along the west side of the haxbor, and further
commercial development along the cast side of
the harbor.

While delivering instructions € the conven-
&oa—.o&....:n__nanﬂ.zmn. a
Biblical anialogy to describe the purppse of

BUILD'¢ visit to the heart of downwoyn. “This
is Jerich® " he says, “where the rich getwiche:
and the poor work themselves into poverty ...
nrnjhuuﬂgeoanmuiu.1
JIM DUFFY

kﬁ

* which drew heavily from Posner’s work), and
their conclusion, as Newsweek declared confi-
dendy, was that “the Warren Commission was
probably right.” In other words—go home,
folks, there's nothing o sechere.

Oﬂw__m O_Dm_.:@.w
As Media Rush to Final -~

In the mids of al the television hoopla sur-
Bﬁo&uﬂnrnwom—ubngnmm—nanﬂv

Eﬂ,vnﬁﬂgwnmuwnnursnrruranrn..
Bnﬂimnﬁwt.ﬁmnuiinln&&.
Oliver Stone's 1991 film, JFK But there scems
to be a very real need i de media to usc the
30th anniversary to put the story to rest once
and for all. An air of finality pervaded all the
iﬂ%-ﬂ&iﬂ?ag:aﬂ!&}n

sination ses Foantline nerwork schedules last week.
iﬂﬁﬂ%&ggnw .m.«gnonﬁmgﬁiwnmlnﬂw.,
p.mm., November 16) dissecting the life and prised by all the anention he's gewding.
times of Lee Harvey Oswald. The show'scon- 1 really fek chat I could be the lone wolf;
clusion, reached somewhere around midnight, Posner says, speaking from his homein
was that this guy shot the president. . berween talk-show appearances and live radio-
e As far as we can tell,” Fromeline senior pro- phone-in interviews. But there's a recvaluation

= B_munv..ﬁnﬂoﬂm&nnlumaa%l?
burden of proof has shifted back. The time is
here where we can say, “Where is the evi-
lence?™ . _

Baltimore researcher Gus Russo, who was

both a consultant for the Stone film and a
Rﬂoﬂ?-mﬁg%hﬂﬂ.&.%m
*there is a real need to close this up now.” And
the new evidence that Fromtline unveiled at ins.
ﬂn}w.@.ou;no..-_.ﬂﬂﬂn!ﬁ_na!nn—
what Russo calls “narrowing the workload™ on
the case, while not closing it.

ducer Mike Sullivan said at a news conference
at the National Press Club in Washingron,
U.ﬁ:EZE.ZEﬂurRG.AO.!-E -
killed the presidenton hisown.”

While chat might not exactly be breaking
nnirmﬁuuﬁnn.oﬁnﬂnumonmsrﬁ.qrﬁn.
nue theory has received in the past year is stag-
gering. You'd think they'd just thought of it
New York Ciry author Gerald Posner’s recent
numﬁi:n?ﬂomguggng.
has been seized by most of the mainstream
media as 2 way out of the public’s seemingly
%iﬂ?mﬁ%&%
_ tion mythology. The Washington Post and
Neunweek came out with much-ballyhooed ;

il mrvestiastions” on the trigger guard of the Mannlicher-

= Yo weskc o of Carcano riflc found on the sixth floor of the

B aldwn e &l@mﬁ} i |24 c\u\u\ﬁw

Frontline came vp with three biss of new
marerial, none of which is conclusive on its
own bur when taken together thicken the plot.

First, there's a recxamination of the fingerprines

Texas School Book Depository. Previously,
only a palm print on the barrel of the rifie was
identified positively as Oswald's; conspiracy .,
have planted the print. Faint fingerprints on

.Enmnn..&mﬂua.uig._mun.wn&u-n_n—... .

ly enough to use for identification purposes, .
a

had a set of original phorographs of the rigger-

guard wmuﬂ.?rwmi.mvﬂm there

for 30 years. - :
Vincent Saalice, former head of the New

* York City Police Department’s latent finger-

m—muﬁﬁmraﬂwﬁ_&nmroﬂa (in 1978,
Scalice had examined all the available prints
and photos for the House Select Commirtee on

* Assassinations and was unable to say whether

the trigger-guard prints were Oswald's), and

now has determined that the prints on the rifle

are indeed those of Lee Harvey Oswald.

“My head’s been turned around one hundred
cighty degrees on this,” Gus Russo now says.
*Oswald shot him. He really did it.... Now the
A_.ﬁmunw.ﬂrnuhanmﬂ to do i™

To that end, Fromtline also uncovered photo-
with David Ferrie, the notorious anti-Castro
wuouirb_.nmaanwooﬂ.nnmaﬁaron_:rn
right-wing community and New Orlcans mob
boss Carlos Marcello. New Orleans district
‘nhoan:._ﬂﬂnntoan,ﬂmﬂaamonwmh
the course of his ill-fared 1967 investigation
into the Kennedy assassination, but right up t
Ferric's mysterious death that year, he main-
wined he never knew Oswald. A phorograph
raken in 1955, however, seems to show Ferrie



"MOBTOWN BEAT
and a reenage Oswald together at a barbecuc on Oswald.” “00” was a CIA symbol for its researcher and author Anthony Summers, who

for the New Orleans squadron of the Civil Air Domestic Contacts Division. . wrote the well-regarded 1980 book Comspiracy
Parrol (CAP), 2 youth auxiliary of the U.S. Air *It is virtually certain thar the CIA had con- and contribured heavily w the Fromtline investi-
Force. Ferrie was a squadron leader, and tace with Oswald,” Frontline producer Mike gation, withdrew his name from the show’s
Oswald, apparendy, was a cadet in his group. Sullivan declared at the news conference. Why credits after secing a final cut. Summers’ wifc

*Jt doesn't prove anything,” Russo wamns, the CIA still steadfastly denies this, however, and fellow researcher, Robbyn Swan, also
-ggﬁgﬁgmnmn_m; Eang.zagﬂﬁinmnvm&hn ﬂaﬁﬂmmﬂnvﬂgnrn%muﬂ%
knew each other.” issue is only “part of the broader lie that the credits. According to the AARC release,

The photo also seems to undermine Gerald CIA has been telling for decades—that the CIA =Summers described the program as ‘o judg-

Posner's claim that the rwo men did not serve was just not interested in Oswald.” mental’ for a subject with such conflicring evi-
wgether in the CAP at the same time; Ferric Newman, who wrote the best-selling 1992 dence.”
was licked out of the CAP in 1954, supposedly ﬁ.ﬁ.&&.ﬂgﬂ??ﬁrﬂg Reached ar his home in County Waterford,

?%B%F%FF%. wﬂv_nonrom.m._nom&nmn.ﬁ-mu&n!urn Ireland, Anthony Summers himself is refuctant
wing philasophy, and Oswald did not join of the Frontline show. He scems to be right. to discussthe couple’s objections to the report.
unil the next year. The group in the 1955 ?mﬁ_wﬁﬂsﬂn&k%%ﬁ&ﬁﬁ% “We don't want to dump on our colleagues,”
vraﬂ.whaa!wu.aﬁgnvﬁu.aﬂ% further links w Ferric and the CIA, Oswald F%E&uﬂ&ﬂ&&-i&i.&&

i%&-iﬂ%aﬁi ultimately acted alone anyway is cerin to | speak volumes in itself and we don’t wish
BE.SEE»HEHB& infuriate and/or confound plenty of conspiracy comment further.”

Oswald got t know Ferrie prerty well. ) SUppOrtess. Gerald Posner, however, says that “[Summers
“These people really knew [Ferrie],” Russo ._-Sm_-nuaumﬂnnrshw.-nia:nvaﬂr and Swan] were furious” abour the way the
nnw-.-m.olhanlou.nlwmﬁu.rﬁ_l__.- nent D.C.-based researcher who requested Frontline program tumed out. Originally,
_Frontline's final piece of ncw evidence comes anonymity because of his position with the Posner says, things were supposed to be differ-
from the CIA's recently declassified files on E%Bﬂnwsnﬂumhhgmg% ent.
Oswald. (Last year's JFK Release Act called for and Rescarch Center (AARC), locared in D.C. “[The Frontline story] was going w bea
) the release of hundreds of thousands of pages of *Look anthe people Fromsdine ralked t0,” he %%%i#ﬂﬂném
CIA documents, but so far only a fraction have says, citing Gerald Posner and House Sclect one hundred eighty degrees,” Posner claims.

been made available to researchers.) The CIA Committee on Assassinarions chief counsel Dr. “I'm very pleased where it ended up.... There
ggggwi»&ﬂ:ﬂﬂi& Robert Blakey, both of whom got heaps of air- are things [in if] I disagree with, bur the por-

Oswald prior to the assassinarion, even main- time. *They don't reall} represent a wide range trait of Oswald is exactly the same as the onc in
nmnmnunﬁ&nﬂ.zn.mhnunmmsmnn&nmﬂﬂq of opinion in the feld.” the first parc of my book.”

was not debriefed upen his rerum to the US. AARC functions as a sort of clearinghouse of However, Anthony Summers notes that "at
from the USSR in 1962. Researchers John assassinology literature, and officially ic mkes least Fromtline has done a real thorough
MNewman and Scotr Malone, however, stum- no position on Froneliné's conclusions. But at research job,” which is more than he can say

bled upon a scrawled bit of marginalia on one the Frontline conference, an'enigmaric long- abour the rest of the American media.
CIA document that read “Andy Andeson 00 haired young man handed out a media release - .
. . on AARC letterhead. It stated that prominent

would like to have dosure on the case.
Wouldn't we all? But if the evidence doesn’c
support it, it's simply a cheap way our.”

Baltimore’s Gus Russo notes thar many
members of the sprawling and notwriously dis-
sent-ridden JFK rescarch community, much of
which gathered in Dallas last weekend for the
third annual Assassination Symposium on John
F. Kennedy (sec CP, 11/20/92), ace unlikely o
be moved by the Frontdine report.

“A lot of the real far-out conspiracy people
won't buy anything,” Russo shrugs. “[They
think] it’s all forged.”

Anthony Summers agrecs.

“If they are grownups, they'll find the posi-
tive and interesting things [in the Fronsline
report],” he says. “But in many cases, you
might see 2 lot of unfocused anger.”

Summicrs says thar at this point in history -
“the only rational position [on the assassina-
tion] is to be an agnostic. We don't know what
happened.® A

And despite Gus Russo’s newfound convic- .
tion thar at least Oswald pulled the wrigger that
@Fgu@uﬂﬂﬁmﬂfﬂ_ﬁnﬂrﬂ
seems resigned to a certain inability to lay the
conspiracy beast to rest.

*I¢’s almost going to be impossible w find
out what's going on in [Oswald's] head,” he
says. “And that might be the only thing lcft in
this mystery.” B
UUUUUUUUUUU



RICHARD GALLEN & DDME‘ANY. INC.
260 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001

(212) 889-9624

January 27, 1994

Mr. James Lesar
918 F Street, NW Room 509
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Jim:

May we quote from your letter in Harold's new book Case Open? I have underlined what I would

like to quote.

Best,

Robf)

Richard



JAMES H, LEsAR

ATTORNEY AT LAW
818 F STREET, N.W., ROOM 5089
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20004

TELEPHONE (202) 393-192)

January 4, 1994

Mr. Harold Weisberg
7627 0ld Receiver Road
Frederick, 'MD 21701

Dear Harold,
I a n_Fox Morning New ith Gerald Posner sometime in

._appeared on Fox Morning News wi
November. After t show he too de anq_zpld_me*_ﬂlggg, I
case isn’t clos ., He said, in essence, that the title
ntende o be provocative. Also that he had had some conver-

sation with George Lardner in which he asked Lardner whether he
would be bothered if the title had been "Case for the Prosecution"
instead of "case Closed," and Lardner said no.

_ He also told me that his goal was simply to get Oswald back
into the picture, saying "he hasn’t been there for the past 30
years." As I understood it, he would be satisfied if he succeeded
only in getting the question of Oswald’s guilt back into the
debate. You may want to check with Paul Hoch on this, as he told
‘me he had explained this position to Hoch.

After the Fox show, I appeared with Posner on an ish talk
show b elephone. S was probably a week or two after the Fox
show. During the course o S _show noted that Posner had told

me that he knew that the case is not closed. Posner did not dis-
pute my statement. —

Enclosed is a copy of the memo in which the FBI proposes to
give the HSCA a copy of the Dallas field office files on JFK being
made available to you--if all else fails. I think this is one of

the documents you recently asked me for.
Very hastily.
Best regards to you and Lil,,.

W_/\_.—.

Jim



Dr. Gary Aguillar , 1/30/94
909 Hyde St., # 530
San Francisco, €4 94109

Dear Gary,

I believe I told you soue time ago thét I was writing a book about Posner and his
book, It is now being edited. For use in it, unless you do not want that, I'd like to
know, if you were there when it happened, what Posner said when he admitted that in
fact the case is not closed,

I know of two time.;hhen he did and there may have been more. One of those two times
Was when you and others were at the Green Apple when he appeared there,

If there vere other occasions, of course I'd like to know.

If you do remember sorething like that, I'd like youz; best recolleclion of wh’-‘at
he said and the ecircumstances under which he said it. Whether in speaking to all there
or to one or a group, etc.

If you do recall something like that remember before you giVe me permission to use

it that his mother is your patiept. I do not want you to lose a patient! If that is
a possibility, then please tell me not to use it. Ejt' for the record, I would like to
know, as I would like to know others who mayyf have heard it. Yther than Hoclh and Verb.

On another matter it is a bit awkward saying what I'1l say to an opthalmalogist,
but because as a layman and to others to whom I've spoken it is % and on the chance
that if you've heard b about it, you've had no experience with it, I tell you this:

liy wife had a cataraet removed two weeks ago. Before he did it our local doctor
discussed it with her. He said that he could corrcet her astigmatism with the lens he
would iuplant, He discusced the possibility of her eyes not worldng together when it
was done and his belief that in time they would. ll.nﬁ( my has it worked well! She'll be
82 in a little more than 10 weeks, toa.

The morning ufter the operation, when he removed the patch, heyé.ncorrected vision
was better than it had been aside from the benefit of remoling that cataract. (second
cataract tu be done.) A weelk later, without glosses, her vision ®as 20-40, Better than
with the other eye \iiﬁm_ﬁla.asea. I do not lmow the meaning of tho numbers, but
he then told us her corvection went to +3/4 from +5£+3. I was so excited I forgot to ask!

4 week from Tuesday I gof to Wilmer for them to decide whether to remove the cataract
from my other eye. For the one removed some years ago I was not a "ilmer patient, I was
the hematologist's patient. The blood problem led the local man to refer me there f or the
decision and if decided, the removal. Stark did it. Ye is great!

Thanks and best

I was hospit.lized for five days then for that i : ’ﬁf/

ormally out-patient surgery.

i



Dear Richard, . 1/30/9

I'm glad you mailed me you'letter to Lesar asking if he can be quoted (I thought
I'd told km you I'd asked for the letter so I could) and that we could get the mail
yesterday because, as you'll see, I've enclosed the exchange with.ﬁ%ch 80 you will not
have to take the tiwe to write him and because therc is confirmation of Hoch.

An old friend who is one of those I think might help Selectionf, Hal Verb, a;psan
Francisco commercial artist, phoned me last night to hedc 0 for the copy. (He likeyéha
&over iu particular very much and says it looks goode o1 also phogﬁ\the book stores,
ELbody oth there has heard of it.) Hal had already wriften me about Posner's appearance
at the Green Apple. L used some of what he wrote for my using it. But neither he nor
Hoch had mentioned what I gotufrom lesar. So, I asked hiw if he ever heard Posner admit
that he knew the case was not closed. ée replied immediantely that he had and he said
essentially what is in loch's letter. It was at the Green Xpple and he is to write me
a letter about it including permission to use what he says.

The opthalmalogist friend to whom my letter is enclosed/ also was there and he also
made no mention to me of Posner's admission.

Oi that occasion Uerb was more interestéd in exposing Posner as a liar over what
he had written about me and about his use of Oséald in New Orleans.

If you remember that book and the account in it of the former “arine fréend of )
Oswald who was my original shurce on Oswald having that high clenrance, Verb was the friend
who arranged for those appearsnces for me and he is the one who initially took tée call
in the radio station's control room,

Gary told me that he'd removed a cataract from Posner's mother's eye two years
earlier, That is why I did not identify him in what I wrote, she is his patient. But
Bh;VQB at the hreen Apple and may no longer be! .

”est,

A



-~

JAMES H. LESAR

ATTORNEY AT LAW
918 F STREET, N.W,, ROOM 509
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004

TELEPHONE (202) 3031821
January 30, 1994

Mr. Richard Gallen
260 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10001

Dear Richard:
Thank you for your letter to me of January 27, 1994.

You have permission to quote from my January 4, 1994 letter to
Harold Weisberg in his new book Case Open.

-~
If you will advise me of the publication date, I will make an
announcement in the AARC’s newsletter. I hope that you will be
able to publish it this spring, as I understand that’s when
Posner’s book will be republished in paperback.

I enclose a brochure on the AARC and a copy of our last news-
letter.
Sincerely yours,

M
James H. Lesar

cc: Harold Weisberg



3/3/9%

I'd written and asked Dre. Gary Aguillar, who was present when Posner spoks at the
San “rancisco Greeen Apple bo kstore, if he had hf:'»:i:t‘dl Posner admit that the JIK assassi-~
nation case is not closed., Cary phon-d mz todasy te tell me that Posner had said that,
that he had begun his response to Paul Hoch's questicns by saying, "Of course the case
is not closed!" What Yary then said that Posner said is what floch and Eal j'{erb told me
that he had said. ﬂ-ﬂn, Wl Wy with 7/tmf

I'm not using Gary as a source becawse it can hurt him professionally. 4lready
has, in fact. I did not gquestion him on his source for telling me that Q:sner told his
mother to leave Gary, who had been her opthalmalogist. I presume she told him that when
she asked for his records to give to the doctor she is using instead of Ga.ry to remove
her second eye cataracts.

Gary's removal of the first cataract, he says, was quig e successful, so her
chufiring opthalmalogists is not becauss mm she ds dissatisfied with Gary. He had been
her opthalmalogist before that operations

Assun ing that rates in San Francisco are no higher than here in Frederick, from
ILil's recap of the costs of her cataract removael, what went to the surgeon was almost
$3000, so Gary lost abbut that much from his lmown disagreem:nt with the official
mythology. He told me that because Gerzld's mother was there, he asked no embarrassing

guestion.
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- Hal Verb
P.0. Box 421815
S.F., Ca. 94142-1815

Feb. 8, 1994
Harold Weisberg®
7627 01d Receiver Rd.
Frederick, Md. 21702

Dear Harold:

For the record I will state here my recollection
of what Gerald Posner had to say about his book, "Case Closed",
when he spoke at the Green Apple Books store on Wednesday eve-
ning , September 29, 1993 in San Francisco.

Posner defended the central thesis of his book
that Oswald was the lone assassin and that there was no evi-
dence that he found credible for Oswald being part of any
conspiracy foreign or domestic.

Posner defended also the title of his book, "Case
Closed", but did state that he did not feel that his book would
end the controversy. As I recall he said that there would most
likely be more books coming out that would maintain there was
a conspiracy.

I do recall that there was some discussion about
the choice of the title of Posner's book. I may be in error
but as I recall from memory it was the publishers who chose
the title from what Posner said. Regardless of whether Posner
did or didnot choose the title he is still responsible for the
work in my way of looking at things. He could have insisted
that the title be changed prior to publication and it is ob-
vious that he did not or else why was the book published
with that very title?

Yours truly,

ol Ve~

Hal Verb



