Dear Gerald, , 2/20/92

"liengiel" is quite an inpressive job! That you coyld handle such content so matter-
of-factly is in itself impressive. That must have been difficult. "

When 1 got to page 99 so nuch of ny own past returned. There you refer to the State
Departnult' s "dlue Yook" on argentina. It has a background that sy mtereat you. It may
also cout}bute a bit to understanding how llengele could have remaﬂ: mldefted, unwanted
yhen he was wanted and was on so many warscriminals lista. "

ifter I received a medical discharge from the army, when I was assigned to 085, I
was rehired as a civi‘ian consultant by the Latin smerican Division. In retrospect this
was at least in part because of my series of exposeg of Hazi cartels. Upje first job I
recall was the economic, comsercial and financial section of what preceeded the Blug *ook.

in preparing this I do not recall any rcal intelligence reports. I used largely
standard sources mnd the usual consular reports and other such State and Commerce lepari-
ment records. '_ .

The docunent we pr'n;zimred, and thig was after the Hesearch and analysis E‘r:uml{ was
transferred to State when U5S waa liquidated as L now recﬂll, was to have been used by
Nelson llockefeller at the meeting of the americn:state at “lmpults-pec, ‘exico in’tllmir
preparations for the organization of the Ull at San Tansciso.

Unly, Rockefeller had his own policy and he made US policy by failing to use this
study ol liazi nlt‘luencjf:i.:n urgentina to block its admission into the UN.

But policy remained blocking drgentina's admission. vo the job had to be updated.

I was put in charge of the miliary end, to detail the lazi influence on the argentine
military . We were given special quarters, as 1 nov recall on the west side of 18th St.
below Penna. ave., WW. I hid not really gotten started when, in thinking of this, 1 saw
that it was very bad pikey policy. I believed and said that not having taken this position
at the liexico meeting all of Latin awerica would resound with cries of "Yankee “nperislism.”

S0, I asked to be relieved, was, and my career did not survive it.

I did a few things for the scholars who were not very practical, like getting them
microfilin re:ders sub rosa because they had not been prt;vided.

What I predicted is what happened. sll of Latin america did resound with the cry of
US dominntion and the p#tests were numerous and vocal. But as I learned, being right is
not alwnys liked. And Argentina was admitted into the UB at San ¥rancisco.

In reading a bit more this morning in the chapter on llengele in krgentina, it is
apparcent that the US alao was not unimr .—-"um; -not renlly interested in catehing and exposing
escaped Hnzi war criminals. Othervise “‘engele would have been included in reporting from
South america. as with Rockefeller, the real jzzlrt:arast sas in inagined Communist inroads
and all sorts of people who uere not Communists were suspected or reported as reds.

aside from some of the people in my division, I recall no interest in Gtate in



identifying wanted lazis although it was comaon kuowledge that many were in Yatin Sperica.
1 do no* recall any research to prepare people being assigned to watin American embassies
relating to Hazis but 1 do recall assignunents to identify the‘rdds.,‘ domentic, none from
the USIRl,

Uhen the UIA was created a little of its product reached ne. It was incompetent and
inaceurate uith regard to the political right, including what was influential in that -
area, *:ranco's Falange. )

US policy at that time was to use the wir criminals we could get and use, and I think
there was real competition with the USSR in iatching onto them. Une of the means was
permission to inport 100 people a year without regard to any law. Sone, for example, worked
on th: aton bomb. Ve took over the Uehlen Hazi spying outfit fo use against the USSR, and
those puople were eXcused all their crines,

There was no real US interest in elimknating Nazi influence in Latin america -and it :
wag policy for these ini_“;Luence:; to be there to resist thd inagined increasing "Cogmmist'M
influence. almost aluuy&g what was regarded as Comnunist was nede nationlism, opposition
to american COI‘pOI‘utiOllll,}tuld_ug the woealth out of the cowdrios which needed it o des—
parately. Vhere there was native ownership, as with “olivia and tin, there was also oppo-
sition to that wealth leaving the desparately poor country. There never was any real
¥od nenace in Latin america.lat {.V‘\ Lus Cavles P arle b (f’jf‘}}l )

liowever, it wa: this attitude, this belief and policy, that g;; 1% 8o much easier
for the llagzis to be safe in that part of the world. I doubt we'll ever know how nany
were able to live their liveus out there.

Were it not forr this I believe that lengele and others vould have been identitfied
and browght to tial. But there was no interest in that. It was no secret that Mazis had
safety in argentina and Puaraguay in particular, vhere both governuents were pro-llazi
dictatorships.

*ou refer to Siroessner's take-over in Paraguay. lle was a cf}:bon copy of the dictator
he ousted, Heetor liorinigo. I sat on the Caraguny desk during a revolution by the part of
the army based J%&&?@uﬁ”ﬂ vas not in any sense a red revolution. It was an alnoat
guccessful attenpt to establish a demoeratic government. But it got no support fron the
U3, uhich did support ilorinigo.

Yhe vest LGerman government had no interest in catching the escapeil lazis. Too many in

it had sinilar backgrounds.
/



