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Posnerd 's next two chapterc,"I'm a Character! I'm Colorful’f and "I Am dack Ruby. You

all lmou me," ;( Pages 343-403) are, obviously, on Jack Ruby. Why he has them at all
F - —

is not obvious,

The subtitle of his book is, Lee Harvey and the Agsassi ion of JFK,
In Loomis's description of the book to Dahlin in Publisher/s Weekly he said,

"4t TworE The hoarf BE 1iliWis a Liography of lLee Harvey Oswald..."
e e il :
Posner himself insistds that e 1170 e Horvey (¥wald As the most important

thing in his book. He emphasizes this in his PrefacéPages ix~-7i) There he qubs into

"Oswald's curious past" s allegddly "murky background," snd he says that"Forgotten

in most recent studies of the assassination is Osweald" where "he ismeferred to only
briefly and often is presentcd as a sterile fiéé}e. ese stripped of character, the

reader is seldom given any insight into understaadin:9 him, His intricate personality

and temperament are obscuredees” P
paAUA, e by
Hs:haﬁfgﬁphasized this in his appaarances, too. ilere are a fe: examples;f?ﬁm Cﬁgfﬁﬂiy.

1.

Un August 30, ¥ 1992, interviewed by Leon “arrif, there was this exchange: ,

HARRIS: Well, I did take some time to go through your book over the weekend and
I have to admit that I was- I did notice first off that it seemed as though you
base most of your view upon the- your investigation of Oswald himself as a
person. You spent a lot of time developing his character.

Mr. POSNER: Leon, I think you asked the key question. To me, although many
people focus on a single bullet and what happened in terms of the shots, I thin]
the answer to this assassination is found in Lee Harvey Oswald’s life.
There’s no guestion.

HARRIS: Why is that?

Mr. POSNER: Because what we’ve never had in this country - the American publi
has never had a reason to understand why Oswald ended up on the sixth floor of
the depository shooting at Kennedy. What I try to give you is such a
psychological and detailed profile of Oswald’s life that you as the reader
finally understand why he killed Kennedy and I think you do see it in this
book - a man so disturbed over a period of time - psychologically imbalanced,
CNN=—2ran=SrTripte;AUgUS 7=10593

very violent, someone who tried to kill an American Army general - that by the
time November 22nd comes around and he goes up and takes his rifle to that
corner window to shoot at Kennedy, you really understand why he’s there.
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He appeared on CHli's "Crossfire " pgfg;raﬁ en four days leter, with Hike K:i.nsley}?
Sy
. ey

[ 4
foremr former We. Iampslire Governor and later push's White House chiei‘—oi‘—stffJJ ohn

Sununu ,and Dr. Cyril Wecht, the eminent forensic :athilogist, There was this exchange:

Dr. WECHT: And he was able to effectuate the assassination of the President,
despite the fact that he was in Russia he was a total dunce, and by the way,
according to KGB agent MNosenko, one of Mr. Posner’s reliable persons, as of
last week on another television program, ’‘Lee Harvey Oswald could not hit a
rabbit with a shotgun.’ He became also an expert marksman, Mr. Posner, in tha
couple of years’ time, right?

Posner did not even try to respond,dccording to the r‘c_}anscrip'l:) until a flew other

exchanges betuecen the other participants, and then there was this:

\
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Mc. POSNER: -I must tell you that I personally believe that the most importan
part of the book is not the chapter on the single bullet, but is the first half
of the book which deals with Oswald’s life, because-

KINSLEY: Yeah, but just listening to you, it’s not as convincing.

Mr. POSNER: No, no, but it is more convincing in this sense, it incrementally
builds over 300 pages, a portrait of Oswald and a psychological portrait-

KINSLEY: All right, if you’re going to sell your book, I think we ought to give
Dr. Wecht a chance.

Dr. WECHT: And it builds and it builds Lee Harvey Oswald’s anarchism and
pro-socialism, communism, whatever it is, and this man sets it all up, and gues
what, he kills the President after planning this all this time, and then he
stands up and says, ‘I didn’t do it, not me, somebody else did it.’ Come on now
what, are you kidding? You don’t have to be-

Mr. POSNER: Dr. Wecht-

Dr. WECHT: You don’t have to be a Freudian psychoanalyst to understand the
* ~—ENN-Transcripts;—September-3, 1993

absurdity of your theory.
Mr. POéNER: All you have to do-

Dr. WECHT: My God, a guy like that stands up and says, ’'Mea culpa, I did it, I
did it. I'm a hero. I saved the world. I killed this terrible man.’

Mr. POSNER: Dr. Wecht, all I suggest you do is go back and talk to Marina
Oswald and- '

Dr. WECHT: I've talked to Marina personally several times, and I know what
Marina thinks of your book and about you, OK. So I have talked with Marina.

Mr. POSNER: Please go back and talk to Marina Oswald and his friends Ruth and
Michael Paine [sp?] who knew Lee Oswald better than anybody else, and what will
they say? He looked like the cat who had swallowed the canary. He was bursting
with pride and he knew now that he was going to have the fun of being able to
make everybody sweat about who killed JFK.



Py

And, as Wecht haf said to him, instead of boasting, claiming his glory, denied it?

Posner's reasoning is gibberish.
This is the stuff of cheap novels It is not realx, psychologically or in any

other way.
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But as Podner states over and over again, with seeminglg_unbounded faith in his
gimmick, it is gigfgérsion of what he says gr was Oswald's life, his special twist
to all of it, that is what has to be understood and is the "key" to his book and to ke
understanding the crime, that he tells the life and the story of a born assassin just
7

wiiting to assassinate -

=23y 2



Newspaper elipping of his interviews around the country are consistent with this,
ot 4s I caught him saying on Washington 1V,his biography of Oswald is the most im—
portant part of his booan.his opinion, In onec way or another he said the same thing
on those two CHN appearances.

Ogwald "life" is the "key." .

lle gives "such a psychological and deteiled profile of Oswald's éfe that you as
the reader can finally understand why he ldlled Kennedy...psychologically imbaldnced ..
(gic)."

"T must tell you that I personally believe that the most important part of the book
is not the chapter on the single bulleé:iﬁggiiubut ig the first half of the book, which
deals with Oswald's life because (interrupted by Rinsley, who found what he said "not
as convincing" as the book)_ﬁfgg, but it is more convincing in this sense, it inerimens
tally builds over 300 pages, a partrait of Oswald and a psychological portraiteess"

"Go back and talk to “arina Oswald (who controdicted him on national TV) and his
friends RI%h and H;chqyg Paine who know Lee Oswald better than anybody else, and what
wiliﬁg;;;i;h%hey say? He looked like the cat who had swallowed the canary. He was bursting

with pride, and he lmew that he was going to have the fun of being able to make

everybody sweat about who killed JKK.g"
What else where he kept ox%ifteen dollars for his escape? 333’%

T he Paines, if they sad any such thing, sav hin no more than the rest of us

h
wfter he was arrested, and if that wes a cat and canary look, bi%&s thenceforth should

have had much less trouble from cats,
f Arinn ( )
So, Posner owes it all to Hartogs. NLt that $here—iw & single new word other ham

e

than what PFesper imagines and has probably talked himself into believing about Oswald.
. v W

There is only hisﬁresurrection of Hartogs, dn exaggeratedjﬁorm and/}nterpretation.

- Hy what that Hartogs might not have been able to flo if he had staid off of his

3
women patienta!l 3335
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But.as—Pesner—statEE‘Uver*anﬁ—uver—againi—@g#biUgraphy—Df—ﬁsWEIE'gﬁﬁt‘yg—says-%i/the



\ stoTy of Oswald® s*hfe—uha—laﬁe-he—sw nde s 1ife of an ass-—

\ way t“lm
as_.l_uz Jjust wadint msassinate.

)  Eink , fin in his own terms, it is the life of Oswald that is the "key," g
Txg “Ink ot Jo ,;Lli»ﬂ,,}z}’) ﬁi\_‘_{___ ,‘g
Ruby hav:l_nb nothing to do with that .'L-Lfe,}f that he also includes version of

Ruby 8 life A/Iiot r all_{ ap: wroaalnte to the book in which it is so large a par‘!: Wlw}‘/
goto wfe his MM ,,J Lﬁ Cap o
cam-aly be conjec! urad b&'t _some > of the obvious conaectux'es ars to tlttllaﬁ "f ﬁ"_ 5 4 L}L

Jo?'d 75
l i afoud
tend overall and unigque e:»:per‘tise.— ;P"’;‘f{f%“auﬁ‘ /'ffb'{d Ay “Zf;a HWM'Z#' /

Whatever Podner's rcasons, with his publisher's pre-publication description of the
Lo LY.
book and Posner's pest-publication agreeing with that and/aiding emphasis to it, Ruby is

ﬁlevant to Oswald'd death, not to his life, and with *h:;.s book on Oswald's j

MWSO large a part to Ruby, whatever Posner's purposes, is

M o e pand ‘Qv{zﬂ -
o waste of f hat cpace and any tiwe taken for it. er(ﬂﬁﬁd’m Arecesd 94 &:}M{M
ald, i v Mm]ﬁﬂw Tt

Hobdy in his right mind can believe that anybody couldfrust Ruby with anything at

all that required either dependability or hi :failence. Ruby was really sick in the

head besides being pmw:ﬁﬂamg attention and being regarded as having some im-

Portance. (ot~
When 1 began my work, kno.ing: it would be impossible to be able to cover all of Ht

fully and carefully, I decided not to work on Ruby for the above reasons and because

there wpuld be a trial at which some evidence would emerge and be subjected to Wigmore's

ol ?MMWM ol [ fpess,

wonderful engine for establishing » CTroSS—eXarinatiof) (,'FEB Féport of defense psy-—

chiatristi provided by William Neichter, “ouisville lawyer and my good friend, from
Jrt Shen -

the University of Kentucky, Louisville archive on S 'tc;/r Willsem Cooper, a Member of
33

the Warren Commission, whieh turned out to be correct, ; .;:d the _courtwawiiiing to
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(With some help from Neichter Bill Cooper, who is in charge of that archive, is

geeldng all the information he can get for it. Senator Cooper, those who were on his
Wliely ald NP B bl

Senate staff say, workexﬂ hard but pr3 1y on his Commiscion—wewk and none of them

has any real knowledge of it or, if he had any, where he put his files on it. He

wanted to be cer'ain there wé\'ji'e no leaks.)

Dr. Youis Jolyon (risht) West, head of the psychiatry department of the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Hedical Center, was the defense psychiatrist. Judge Joe B, Brown asked
Dallas psychiatrist Dr. R.L. @ Stubblefield to examine Ruby for him., Both reports
werc filed in lay, 1964. Bill Coopur gave Neichter a copy of MDallas Dd;strict Attor-
ney Wade's letter to Rankin forwarding the reports of lioth psychiatrists. Both reports
said that tuby wes & mentally ill, West.f-/; covering letter to Wade says, "I hope it will
be possible to put him in a lglental hospital soon,"

In a report dated April 26, West told the cpurt inwilling to listen, under

cuwt?
"Prognosis," that for "the present acute psychotic reaction™-she="proper treatment"

3“35’/%

shoufid be "promptly instituted." It never was,



The Gertzés had gone to the station from the funeral



Vest's report of April 26; under—*Prognosio;" states; "Fir ent-acule
peychotic—resetion rfaxr—xf_preper*%mamt—ig’:gfﬁiiutﬁ," which it never+as., His
"Recommendation" Was !Immed:.a-sn psychiatric hospitalization, study and treatment. Close
observation. Suicidal precautions." Under c'l:l.scussn.onl’ﬂn Wesj' states that “uby is not
"malingering or feigning mental illness, does not uant to go to mental hospltal,f ig

paranoid V
"d dedusional person" at "eross purposes with hiu atto%ieys, has had "acute psy-
chiotoc reactions" and is "technically inssne" and thus could not ccoperate intelli-
gently in his own dﬁ efense.

The other side, wanting for Ruby ngcc to be hpeit hospitalized, while stating it

lesgfsaverely, did conclude 1:11a1'- Ruby was mentally ill.
serlous, iane haem

That it wai even more: “than & West had r*oncluded with what could hva—ebeen
determined, if ‘at all in 1964, on_‘l.b with hospitalization and close examinatipn, was
without any question at all when he! died in February, 196anélt/was determined that
a cancer of the brain was tb(}:ause of his d=ath.

I spent the alternoon or Ruby's funeral in his native Chicago with one of his
lawyers, Elmer Gertz»;, and his wife. It as a nast day,windy, snowy a.ndb‘:r blizzard in
f%ﬁyElmer and I wefe to be among the guests on WBM-TT's Joln Hadigan Show, +t was
Filmed in £ preb?:ape days Fritlay) for Sunday airing. The taping waﬁ:—'dela\'yed for
deveral hours by technieal problems more common then t%a} }0&4. I was escorted to the
station's eafeteria where Elmer end his wil'e were already. We sat there and chatted until
called for the filming. !

Elmer was without doubt about the cause of Ruhy's death, from that }rain cancer,
being correct. His rather emotional opinic}z%%oﬁat Ruby would have been hospitalized earlier
if the )‘ sheriff himself was not himself hospitalized does not mean that Rubj at th;a}&f
late date could have been cureds To +he best of my knowledge there has not"Ee an.‘y vﬁ‘en-
dabde medical opinion of when that cancer started and whether, if detected in early
1964, it could have prevqnted his death, delayed it, or had any influence on his mental

illness. !y own opin iﬁhtt_that Rioby was crazy long before he killed Oswald,



Several years after Ruby's death I learned more than was public about the kind of

persou he was.

--._\
NOT TO RA.PHA.'.'.LA. I I hnve not written you that I have the EpEmx apuroval of my friend

Henry Vliade to use the formulation of him as the source, please type the alternatiw

o
=T

My friend Henry Wade, a former FBI special a;ent and popular and respected as the
district attorney, was informed about the kind of person Ruby was by Dallasites who had

per@sonal Imowledges His Tiles held numerous reports of strange and at the least un- -
Ong wa,l il wag _aanpldAn
.t 0"“‘ g ﬁ
acceptable but dependable reports about ‘uby. se from hie publick handddmg
clearly J we

of the brﬂai:s of girls just entering puberty, dn one instance I remember/a% a fair and
in daylight. When chided for that kind of behavior, Ruby's response was thai he was

just breaking the g.t_-,&ls in %o go to work for him when they were mare mature,
i M most disgusting

The s:.r‘lkest/of all was the belief of the Spe’Society for the Prevention of Cruel-
’
ity to Animals. It was the kind of +thing not” i;.fk’zl{;}to be determined on psychiatrica
examination.
& his dogs, Ruby referred to his favo:bite, the dachshund Sheba, as "my wife."

ot
Tye SFCA had r:ason to believe he was ‘bruating\b;./ dog that waye

AI"I'ERI‘TATIVB replace first four lines above W:r_'th. T ———— \
SBNE FEAPEXEREBEY Beveral years after Ruby's death when I was in ﬁallas I saw
written records relating to the kind of person Ruby was. He was nct in any sense normal

and it vas well known 100&11?@" in part because his bad behavior was sometimesim

in public.The dependable reports I aéwwd—-ﬁaem his publim esseznd then

as it ise

While Huby's behavior, with girls =nd with his d';g:\,kﬂ no‘ck /4 indication of the
serious mental illness diagnosed by West, it do?s rel'lect the kind of man# nobody who
lnew him well would be inclined to trust with ahayéssiou or knouledge that required
dependability, rationality and silence.

If with the announced purposes of his bock Posner found ﬁ? necessary to say any-

to be part of a conspiracy
thing at all about fuby, that nobedy would have trusted would have been enough,



any congideration of what is apuropriate to Oswald's life that Posner suppressed

%}%m}yesaed from .
£8p from what he claims is the only definitvd, Aundersg ng account of it, or of/his
4l ',l.'L\.-‘l L'_“ he

roporting on the nssassination itself thet he ‘could have used sowe of these page:s hm

wasted on Rubyy shidazitzges males this cleare While thinking this way requei{ia the
belief that Posmer is an honest man intending an honest bookk nei‘ther)at this poin‘i)
pessible to believe, just a iow examples from earlier in this book reflect the real Posner
and his real intentions with and v real purposes in his bOOde/ m }'“ ﬂ“‘? dueiov
e xney from my Oguald in New Orleans that I had reason to believe that the lone
of ficial candidate for Frecsidential assassination had in fact held the very high
security clgarances of TOP SECRET and CRYPTO and that this is syppressed from éjll known
official records. After I wrote that éook L obtained from the Havy butIHot from any
Uswald or r-ssusgination recorm the proof that Oswald did have these clearances.
Ihig is not relevant in any biographical sccount, Which Posner says is the most important
thing in his book? Vhether or not Posner used my work ito locate those FBL reports of
its so-called investigation at the _-:j"c;nes Printing Company in liew Orleans, the results of
my work wgasa in the file cabinets in which he worked for three days and is clearly lai:elled
on those file folders. e also could hive asked me, as he could of so very much more and
not once fid, if I had any information oy that pa¥t of Oswald's life. e could have had
b S T TO T e e
it without asking me andd pmuld ha¥e if)if he had asked me, That the Oswald he says
was all alone was not all alone is not relevant in his supposedly urr;que biography of Oswald?
OFf @1l the great volume of information he saw that I had obtained by all those FOIA
lawsuits of which he knew and wrote® so uninfdrmedly, just‘ﬁ"wél-lt we h'.ve seen above
about that misseci ghot and that curbstone alone iS5 me morc than enough té\afemonstrate
what he knew wes available and is so very pertinent in the bagis of his account of the
Acrine. That is not necessary in Wi ? That, too 3 is not more imp;fr'ban‘s in it than
m.devot'mg mor= than ten percent of his book to\ﬁe“;/irrelavant Pi‘l)y biogmphjf-a&sb
His versiomouf—thetl

Of course it is ouvious that if he had not suppressed this evidence of which he did

377 B [oto



know he could not have written and waxed rich and famous from his bocke But the point
here is why he wasied so much on the irreleWant and made the bool: impressivly larger
with what is not necessary to the book and is inappropriate in ite

Tt is part of his fraudulent pretense to having dome a definitive job in his
sceounts of Osuald's 1life and of th: crime when in fact he was a sidlled and lying propa-
gandist depending on th: ignorance of those who whuld judge his book and of the roader

_apag e andl | '

tiifﬂmeaninancial ¢ success of it. He wastedsd all this space and effort on Ruby to
6;§£E;ra%ié the false pretense of the scholrship he did not employ and of the gll-
inclusive contont ol the bool, the content it does not have.

Uasting all this space on Huby is part of Posner's trickery. If has no legitimate

purpose in his booke



That with all he could have said a];di did not say about the a6 Some of which we
have already seen Mot by any means all that is relevant and importan’that Posner
deboted as much space and attention a: he did to Rby at the least raises questions

Lt of /o)

about what he really intended with his boulg
mmmm%fbest the cheapest ® kind of literary
scrimshaw,

It is not necessary and it is iﬂﬁépropriate in a serious book that is supposedly

on Oswald's life and about th: assassination of Precident Kennedy.

sporid in s
That Posner did give all this attention 1 the time ®mE preparation thest
/A .nq,u.bucf
t-wappesenia is still another indication that his was, despite all/é.s and%ndom
vud e MAI&WJ

How e's protenses, alf ormula bool: \désigned for the expected market of the o ther sidey
of those who &
support BE the official assassination mythology, and as an answer, more or less, to

the Bliver Stone movie.g_?_/_‘l:c ?27% q Dd-nine m,{, n [he WW\‘(‘]'

In recent years there was only one eimmerciliaz commercializing thed—-ewpected
Ji g
marl»et,\(fo_rﬁe—r)bommlssmn counsel Yavid Belin, and his claim to have been right be-
cause he ezid he.ms right, without rﬂgn:rd to all the evidence he ignored(on—ﬁ:

fiotr hinf
Commission and since available, ha§ o popular appeal at alléxcept to the major media and

the small minority of Amerivans who still believed the official mythologye

Posner, beginning without Belin's J.'I.a.bilitiesJ from his approach ;@hamﬂ the
publisher supvort Posner had, did have eMen more support by the major media. This is
represented byd_th_l‘_-Random House's arrvanging for his large number of TV and other appare
ances and by the unpreceﬂebted sale of ancillary rights here, as with the first at-
tention in U.S. lews, and around the world, whers sven inAustralia's remoteness it
received those three pages repcbrted earlier in Drisbane.

Theas mno&fmﬂv wito,
Tiess, of course, re reached mmyx and it¥juemced many, many more people than the most

successful booi can,fndJ-'pao s Lok,
In terms of erving governuent interest, particularly, possibly, that of the CIA,

this ancillary attention is far more important than the number of books sold.
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Whatever the trith may be, and with hisecord it is not expectable’ ron Posner,
all this spmnce and atﬁtntion to théhi?nn irrelevant Ruby trivi%%%%ﬁre#sents an
uschjaolarlykmpproach mégi\& a cheajl appeal for added sules and for un-
deserved recognition as schdolarshipe

As we see when we leave Posner's Ruby diversion, there is no end to his abandonment

of scholarly ap.roaches and treatments he did not stoop to exploit.



