12/23/68
Dear Jack,

Manykthanks for y-ur letter of 12/20, the article end the check. Wjat
iesue of tha Journal? We heve en escrow account for the unpublished bonks into
which the check will go. I wigh I thought it would be possibls to bring them out
soon. But, I do keep working.

After 1 spoke to you, unexpectedly I wes in Dsllas, as a guest. My

short visit thers was in many weys very successful. ou cen tell your friemd 1
located end hed & long end friemdly teped talk with ¥ather Machann, Only s cause
1 didn't get eround to 1t in time did I not get to see Ioann Rogers. She left the
day 4 phoned her for six months in ¥lorida but promised to tell » mutusl friend
how I could reech her. She'd see me there but I have no mesns of getting there.

1 phoned the friend todey, but no one wae home. heanwhile, 1 have an invitation
to go there for dinner during the holidsys and I will.

I went to encoursge you to try end understend thet some of the extremely
conservative people who are in no wey connected with the sssassinetion are on our
side snd hsve been very helpful. I really expect more help from them. I sm sstis-
fied in my own mind there is nothing sinister sbout the fsct theat Sylvies was with
the “ggerses. By the way, 4 elso interviewsd her uncle two weeks ago. He confirms
what = learned in Dellss, she hes divorced the husbend she remarrled, is back in
the U.S., in Florids, and hes merried smother msn, If your friend knews ler new nesme
end adiress, I'd like to huve it in cese I do get down there. L might. I never knaw.
I didn t expect to go to Ddllas after I saw you, but I did.

What you suggest sounds like bassicelly & good aprroasch if your friend
i willing to teke the time. I think the most importent thing is not to color her
recollection, hot to feed her what she might ﬁonsciously or subeconsciously feed backe.
If she knows any of the men involved, end if " al hse sny pictures, I think it impor-
tant to include other pictures so the identification will not be sutomstic.

You know the story you toldm me. Get thet on tape. Get her to add why
they were with Sylvia, the dates, who esked them, why they expecte: what they did-
had she forecast 1t, or hed she =aid what led them to expect it. I sm satisfied
she anticipeted the mssassination, I em slso satisfied the federsl ggents did not
report everything she told them. * ¥now some of what they laft out, but not enough.
I am sstisfied they forced an identifiecstion ofxthe men who visited her on her,
including perhaps foreing her to specify nsmes when she mey not have beeh certein,
Her best independent recollection is important. Also, the direction the FB™ kd bar
into, if your friend knéwe these things. Then there is the story of Machann, what
embarrassed him, if she knows end will tell (she msy be willing to put it in s letter
to me but not tell more than one person). Vhat does she know sbout Lucille Yonnell
end whot trenspired st her house. Does she know the story of Sylvis sml tte pillow
2t the Rogerses, or of the letter from Connell, then in Boston, Sylvis left behind.
If she knows these, I need detalls., Then there 1s the Ramos girl snd her story, if
"she knnws it. This is one of the several thing: involving Lieutenant Butler.
Does she know or telieve Sylvis told Machenn things in the confessionel? Does she
know or conjecture what? Incidently, I suspect this. He told m he hed confidenceas
he could not divulge when I led him in %this direction, end I respected it. If this
iz thd case, he is the second Catholic priest with such & problem, in Dallas,

Does your friend understand, es I hope she does, that the only danger to
her if she hee importent informetion is from silence? There 1= ceuse for those who

might be burt bp thet knowledge to do something if she hed kept itmto herself. If
someone like me knows it, there is nothing to be gsined by doing enything to her end,
in fact, it is & kind of insursnmve, for it wuld tend to finger them. The same is



1

2

even more true of Sylvia. 1 think it i importent that there be & record of what
aach could sa8y. ou can trust Hal implicitly. Hg will not breach conflidences. I sle
will not use what should not te used. I1f be end I both have copies of the tepe, it
is even better.

Regardless of #hether she sgrees with the opinions I expressed to you,
L nope you will get her to spesk her own mind, not mine. These differences can be
sddsessed in the future. The Warren Commission had no monopoly on &Irrors I alsocar
wrong, though I try otherwise and here do not think I em. I think the involvement
of Ferre was personsl, snd that of the Roperses is through him, es e fevor to him.
Sylvie's affiliation wes with the more leftward group, though 1t wes not genuinely
to the left., his is what makes more incredible the sending of those exhreme right
{is11 and Howard to her. They were not the guys, &s the FBI said, or there was
som thing especially devious about this. Doas your friend have any ldeas along the
line of who was there? Did Sylvis sey anything not in the evidence about this? Did
it have eny connection with the DEE, which hed people there about that spproximste
time, or & rally at White Rock Lgke, at the same spproximste time? I have the neme
and Hal hes them sveilable to him from Paul, the ycung masn with the bsard v o you
met, of those gt one of the DRE meetings. Does she think Ed Schwille had eny
involvement? He wes 8 exes Knott's Berry Farmer. Now desd. Generalmiielker wes at
that DHE meeting. Does she know of sny of these people Who might have resembled
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Oewsld (lnecluding from the nemes, for thers wes a report Ogweld was at thst e etir

Did Sylvia ever mention ey Cubans who worked at Perklsnd in a Wwey to
indicate she hsd sny suspicions of eny kind asbout them? There wes ona of vhom
Mgchenn had doubts. T forgot to agk him sbout that men. I heve & name and descrip
of a possible esndidate from the astorrs.

pid Sylvin talk when ahe was out, or did she afterward ssy enything
that might have gignificance, Or anything thet didn t meke sense thet we might
be able to make sense of?

I've rsmbled, for it is pest my late bedtime. 1 hope it 1s comprehen=
sible. My thanks $o you end your friend, snd best wishes for 2 he ppy holiday
sesegon end 8 prosperous year.

Sincersly,

Herold Weisberg



