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i¥p. Larry Gonzalez 3/12/76
Playboy Magagine

919 N. Michigan Ave.,

Chicago, Ill. 60611

Dear Larry,

Vhether or not you retu.m my call, as I will explain to you if you do, this
letter is necessary in P;a.yboy a intereat,; your personal interest and mine,

I have comploted the resding of the ¥ing piece, beginning with page 28, I assune
that the first 27 pages are identical with those sent earlier.

When you were in conference and Tom also was I tried Hary, only to find she is
out 111, However, the most serious aspects have to do with policy and legal matters,
and I recognige that these you will have to buck to others. fobody has ever told me
who these others are. Sa, please do not take anything that follows personally and plesse
also loae no time in alerting those who bear the mponuibmty. Belisve me, you have
and have given me the most serious problena,

With me the stealing, and I use this word not by accident, is enormpus and at
this particular momant 1n particular. qni'ce burtful. mewmm

regALG kb g plEher hid 8 mine ofipretend B ave autho

&inte the oppcsito. as I first made eloar with the

JFK pleces.

In this case, asyouallknow. I am most of the way through s new book. I do not
vant any of that materisl used. Sbviously, I'm not writing a book only to have Flayboy
eream it nor do I file and fight lawsuits only to have Playboy 1ift that.

‘What Yin has used after ‘my specific siatements that I wanted none used ranges
fron what ia my copyrighted work through what lawyers call my “work product" to what
I to0ld him in confidence for several different ressons and at several different times.
14 is not part of his midunderstanding or Playboy's of what the defense of Ray entials.
in fact, most of At is known %o only one of the current lawyers.

Because nisunderstanding of the legal end fectusl) aspscts and requirements
of the defense perhaps I'd best explain)' that right now because it can lead you into
andyp logel and serious troubles es I revgll that writing, If it is possible on your
end before the day is over you'll have detaila on tape. The sole requirement of the
defonse is to meet the minimum, the "reasonable doubt" standard. Host defensas, ihe
cluding this one, would he prepared to go farthur, dopond:lng on the lawyer who does the
actual trial work if and when there is a trial. In Ray's case, bhlieve me or not, there
1s no case - not enough for an honest judge to let go to a jurs. Pongt be deceived by
the kind of factual, legal and ethical swill you are publishing and somebody there asked
of Jim, who kmows and can write better. Nor ought any of you be misled by the nasty
devioss of deprecation, particularly making out that what is wmiquely the work of one
person is the Anmaginings of an assortment of never-specified parancids. Most of all don't
for s minute think that the solution to the crime, in any degree, is part of a defenpe.
In this case Ray himself would have none of that. The way it worka in a trisl is that
the proseoution puts on its case, If the defense belleves thore has been no case made,
it asks the judge to dismiss, If the judge agrees, hs doea. If he does not then, the
defenses rebuts the prosecution’s case. Only in Parry Hason does the defense consist in
solving the crime. Were this the need or the actuality there would be no purpese in
trials and there would never be enough jeilas.
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Not only did I meke it clear %o Jin
have made the faot yather than the details

you and Tom and Kary, so all of you would know,
¥hat you use foes to the solution o the orime itself, That means an initial

$185,000 in rewards slone. Is
is the magnitude of this theft.

that I wanted nothing I told him used, 1
Jim uses in breaching confidence clear to

SO,

th this to give you an idea of what to mekxskeikxmx
1{ is far from all but is, I hope, enough to attract a

1ittle belated atiention at some jevel of bureausracy and infiifference above you.

The msn with whom I an working on this book, the man who encouraged me to do it

andianctingaanyugentmit. is a lawyer in

when I leave for Bew York on Sunday,
have some time to discuss this booke

publishing. I will be staying with him

partly because we are friends and partly so we can
Now, of course,l will have legal questions to

diseuss with him and he will get a CoOpy of this letter. He has already spoicen to0 a major

P“mmr .

You sre stealing deapite my frequent
works. How many thousands of hours are
when it can ruin vhat all that work can

protests a major part of elght years of
inagining. You are deing :yfat a time
mean for me and when I do have & specific

project it will ruin. The breaches of confidence can bs nurtful in other ways. One is
that 1t can endengoer me, personglly, as well as
without fear, but you will have attracted those
was done and, although it is not io the plece because I did not explain that to Jim so
1974 role, how 4% can lead to them, Iz and of itself this

ne osould understand for hie

is totally unconscjonable and ne less impermi

py wife. We live in ieolation and
who did the crime to my knowing hov it

seible and intolerable. The grim realities

are not in Playboy s pages but that does not in eny way make them less than real.
- Hgne of this is any way conparable with what you and your assocciates deacribed

as my "reasonable” offer when you

erisis I recognised and of which 1 did not know

boy, to meet without a stil

nore." addition, I beseeched
pe could. This past Saturday night he
paons from the time she answered it.

d4d the smthinguithnym'\iérf.'foummda'

until too late for you, meaning Piay~

1mmwriauaeriaiaiflhadmtbcenwillinstomkenl—
lowances. But I then and later and verbally and

in writing cautioned all of you"no

Jim to let me mee his carbons, unceprected, as soon a8
phoned, Hy wife, who also s him, was on the
I went through this again. then promiged to

pend ms a xerox pronto, if not Sunday, sonday at the latest. & have received nothing
fronfhinm and 4t is Friday. I did the saue vhen
piece and then zlsc he d4d not do as I asked. You had set 4type before you consulted me.
In every case, even ourrently, if I remewber correctly what Mary told me earlier thia

week, when she had some 1in [
Flayboy was abundantly on notice.

and there is no question of

personal hurt., If despite this

it responsible. It hes left

deadlines and the crazy situations into whi

This ineone attitude
going to hurt you more if ¥

use of any of my work and the potential for
sultsnt becausze of my unique knovledge, Tha

vipped off from others and

alley.

the most serious as

me no real cholce.

1 loarnsd what is in the firet JFK

There is no posaibility of any xd sunderstanding

well s costly damage and potentisl for

Playboy has persisted in stzsling, I do propose %o hold

his time I can have no concern for you

ch for no real need you all work yourselves.

that you dan with impunity stesl everything is, I an certain,

cu do not

pretended otherwise.

make the most radical changes and elximinate sll
danger for us. You wanted me as your oon~
+ knovledge lets me pinpoint what you have

In this piece it includes Gerold yrank

and Russell X. Thompaon, & name probably strange to you becanse of this sick machismo of

the.permeeting dishonesty,

the pretense that 1t

is all Playboy's original work. Where you

used names, as with Chastain, 1 could make out a case of unfaithfulnesa 4o what he has
writeen, in a way a lawyer could ergue is dBfaxatorye You have also credited to him what

I told Jim in confidence.




There is absolutely no doubt that there is a pattemm in these pieces. If your
lawyers tell you that it is right, proper and legal, well that is their opinion and
somebody is going to have some very large bills to pay in order to find out,

I xixx have no way of knowing what others will do, but it is my pbligation to you
to let you know that I can see possibilities from this wholesale and pesmeating cribbing.
The last I heard Frank still had hopes of a movie from his book. Hule is a medman on this,

led by his misjudgements and hie fallures. He deapdrately needs self-justification.

t drives him to the irrational, like lylng to say he could not get to teatify in the
evidentiary he-ring because he had to look out for an 85-year-old mother, then as soon
as the hearing was over, flying to dew York to do a TV show of only self-justification,
they flying to Rome and Tel 4viv, and then even flying to gn Tork to retape ghow
because the tape was bad. ind just before the recent oral arguments in the appeal at
6th mtxeputt circuit, he ac 1y repeated the same terrible stuff to Mewhouse News,
tolling the statute for Ray, does want to try and end this prejudieisl pre-trial
piablicity. (You never once faithfully vepresent the Huie/Ray relationship or Suie's
own beliefs and intentions, as I varned in advance.Jou will be a sitting duck for Ray.)

Your representation of Fenstexhld and CLiff can be interpreted as defamatory,
and the resté of the plece and doctrine of it and the others lends itself to this. How
would you respond to what you have written to the claim by Fensterwald that as Ray's
lawyer he had the obligation to check everything out and once hs checked this out he
not oﬂWabaMmad it but vent farthér in a way 1 cannot spell out without bresching
a confidential relationship? Eapecially when in the handling of CBS you do not say that
CBS paid C1iff and filmed him in New York, atpthe Waldorf Astoris, after his claims
ware thoroug-ly discredited. And what could aflawyer do when you display awareness of
the speciel CB& aired and do not mention what they sup.ressed for almost eight years,
more when you go into that maetter less than honestly in this piece, meaning the sub-

-ptance.of what they suppressed, then aired, any vou.make no-mentfon of 1+7? ’

I can tell you about chickens and roosts and i have the obligation to. I do not
gay these chickens will roost on those rvosts.

What will Playboy's position be if after my explicit warnings Ray decides %o
sue and subpoenas me? Even if I can prevail on a claim to a confidential relationship
with jiou and he has a skilled civil lawyer who mersly asks me sbout the facta? If this
is not onough, suppose a Jjudge holds there is no privileged relationship and that I
have to testify? Suppose he files such a suit and also subpoenss all those from whom
You have cribbed and asks them no more then if if is from their copyrighted work that
virtually every word you will use that is not invented comee?

This whole situation is incredible to me.

Has anyone thers the remotest idea what he is doing to Hefner with this doctrine
on these pleces, this ane in particular when Hefner makes all these besutiful statements
about Jaile and prisoners and justice as recently as a couple of days ago on ocoast~to-
coast TV? (That.is where my interest in interesting Fiayboy began, by the way, and there
is also an abundant record, with Ray's in~jail conditions, so incredibly long in solitary.)
You even kiss the official ass more by lying about the nature and extent of the alleged
Department of Justice "inycstigation"vof the FBI. It is & fraud and were it not it is,
from the publiec stateten}gs, quite opposite what you may.It is anything but what you say.
Doesn't anyone there give a damn about the boss? Even when if they read the papers thay
xnow that Congress has taken a delsyed interest in this case and that for the first time
blacks have turned on, including Bing's widow and former associates and the Black Caucus?

I don't know Hefner. Yefause whenever I've seen him on TV he's come actross as a
man who reslly helieves and means what he says I've wanted to. But if I were er, nany
heads would rol ef/ this. And if the reports I have received of who is influential with
him in Hol],wood';_ 1'd expect him to hear from one who is supposed to have ready access and
will be offended by this series beginning if not earlier wit: the JFK officialese.




It is now goingmfouhomqinulmlﬁhnrehasboenmraspome. Tonorrow
is Saturday. You knew I had to go to Sew York Sunday, wuhte early and that I must be
there and thereafter in Washington. Yet I left messsges for both you and Tém,

I don't want to sus you. I just want to be left alone with my own work neither
stolen nor misrepreseited (yes, you do that,too)nor misused.

14 is obvious that I have not stopped whth myself, now or eariier. I have tried
as best one can to save that monster of an insensitive bureaucracy out there from b~ 4
itself and its crazy, insensate precougpétions. I have already beghkn to hear of what I
irmediately werned you, s strongly negative reaction from campuses. This 42 how I know
the first JFK plece is out. Hobody sent me one so 1 havengt seen ii. 1've had the same
veaction from the working press, yeah, even from within CBS,

Vhat I can do to help you I still will. This now wili not and camnot include any
compromise with my own rights and my obligations to my vife as well as myself. Heore all
this time has passed since I placed the first of three calls. 1 have the other needa of
which I forevarned you to meet/ before I leave. I will nonetheless be offering to let my
own needs go again to serve you when I call again soon. I'll work on this tomorrow with
any of you who wants to work on a Saturday. But believe ms or not, I'm telling you that
you have the most serious of potential problems and nobody in that ivory tower responds.

This will go out in tomorrow's mail. You should have it on Monday, if T don ¢
get through to any of you %his afternoon. I don t know what will be possible for s
beginning 5:30 Sunday morminge I will got a meassge left for me at the home of the
friend/associate with whom 1’11 be staying, 21#/-TR3-9806, or his office, 212/753~
1713, But it is imposaible for me Yo stend in a phone booth or to uge his phone all night,
i4 i {mpossible fof ms %o know now when I'll be able to-leave “ew York. When I do the
first day end possibly night I'1l be with Jim Lesar, 202/484-6023. My wife will be houe
nights. He office number is 301/662-4696. . :

If you went to discuss any of this with me, please be prepared to tape it so there
gan be no confusion or misunderstanding on the upper wkrixim strata.

Sincersly,

Harold Weisberg

PeSe 1 did speak to Tow and I did, without success, try to et thr EcKinl
last time to now at 5 p.m. here ’ P * ouen to e




