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Dgar Jack, _
Bow I'm aprry I dian't take Steve Jaffe's gidresses when you offered thoem.

And now 1'd like you o be in touch with him, ss I'1l sxplain. Byt first some
oiher explanatiors, s0 you'll kmow,

During the Ray evidontiary hesrins I met s Playboy uriter, vim Ecfinley. fle made
a favorsble impremssicn on me. His assignemont aleo appeeled to as as workhwhile and honest.
I sgreed to be helpful to him subject to whai is normal among Journslists, confidentiale
ity. The two major areas are my relationship with Hay aud my own work, which I 0l€ him
I waa not ebout to give away. He agreed and X tried, without success, to helz him.

«ater he came here with an sditor of Playboy, to see if Pigyboy could get
ivterested in the ancililary rights to Post rortem. Fhic was before I printed it.
He later told me that the editor and everyone else, including the burdaucracy of the
Bunny Clubs, had apsroved the project - ail the wey up to kelner, who rimed it. He
slso told me that s a result of much thought after the alleged (I din't kaow, of course)
befner rejectbon, Flayboy had dacided to do & meries of violenoce in Anerdca. While
I'd have llked o have sold the prepublicatica rights to Post Kortem I was pleased
¥ith thelr copout, a lield in wiich, going beck %o the 1930s, I've had much experience,
He then %old me that they had agreed to hire me as a consultant, I eccepted. However,
vhen they first called on me, t"dia wa. transferred into what they call Figsyboy's
(my emphasis) History of Assassination. Although there 1s a great difference, I hed
glven my word and I fried to keep it.

e Legen with their sendlug 4 vonan rescarcher here. As beet I recall hereneme
it is Ann Gurlein, I spent sone time letting her copy clippings and thdngs iike that
on uy usohine. (yes, efterward I mquried a servioe call.) I losnsd her books that can't
be repleced ent I 6o not have them back, I have msked Playboy for those ssvaral times
and 2111l do ot have thom.

Yo jump ehead, on the JFXK stuff they stole, literellk,from me. Extensively, too.
By the tiuse I losrned it they claized thoy were ohout 4o eo to press and 0o chanzges
could be madoe I agroed to make no clain, £4le no claim, in vetum for a nominal sebe
$lement und simulteneously told them not to eteal any more, that 1 didpit want money
in return for sisaling, I didn't went my work used thaet wey. They wrote me that they
found my requests quits reasanable,

The next thing I got in xeroxes of the wanusorist was their King stuff. I wap
shocked. &y wublished and unpuviished stuld was sguin xoesd sicken, axtonsively, with
tae cheepest high-school journaliem stteupts at “amdng thds, I notilied then Lmediately,
Then I got s lawyer's letier fron their houso counsel assuringge me thsi this had been
eilrinateds “y request for proofs prior to publication 8o ¥o could botr be protectad
was rejected. Whon I wrote and seld I'd sook and injunction in federel court # I did tell
them i had a book ressarched amd partly written - they ss:ured me that what + objected
to hsd Leen elimivsied. Through thoir house counsel, whoa: namoe I romemper as Leonard
fubin. “e alao phoned we. He alusye claived thet my lotiers had besn ddlgyed, *~his
left me ix the pusition, ws I wrote him, of not havirg & tasis to g0 to court to irevent
damago to me because he had given me these assurances. aud although 1 had planned to fo
to federal court in Haltimore and had spoken to lawyers, I could not,

I dou't drive woch since the phlebitis. lest veckend we had a family funotion
in “hiladelp? ze #y wife, lonking for something to read, got a Plgyboy in the “sliimore
station, She read sows.of it on the train. But she knew nothing about 5y arrangements
with Playboys's writer ec she could not slort me to what 1 have found,




This is a pleasant Sunday. S0, with much outside work to do - we have more than
dve pcres ~ and needing the excrcise, which is eapecially indicated for the poste
phlebitis condition, after the dow was dry 1 worked cutside, for about an hour at a
time, On ihe hour of rest between these burste I read the curretkt Playboy piece. Un
the pecond Lresk I read what is stolen, with amateurish attezpts to hide 1%, from work
< thatt is uniquely zdne. I do mean uniquely, toc. ’ .

Plagiarism is the most common characteristic of this entire series claimed by
Piayboy tc be itz oms. ¥ith 3¢ 4% is also theft or in ordinary lingo, larceny after
trust, I weyned them about this repeatedly, uot just with me, becauss 1t is all ripped
ofi ond presented ss Playboy's own work. Believe e, their cousutlent is quite pre-
pared to prove this in several weyse #irst, I have the originels, bafore %ype was pat.
snd then, so everyone could be protectad, 1 sugsosted o them that 4% bo tepad. 30 I
also have some tapes. ot all becsuse I 38 not anticipate this and probatly rausaed
pome casaetttes. Uowever, 1 am surc that 1 have more than enough tapes. Never dresming
thoir welter, wio 1 liked, was a owoolk, cas of my purposes was to satisfly him,

Without & word-by-word comparisen I esn't bo 100F npure. For all practisal
purposes, despite the assuraaces of thelr house counsel, in letters and Wy phonew
taped -pothing of any consequ.nce was changsd or elimirated. There mey have dDecn some
chenges to_maie further false frotehsa. lut wihst is my own work, precisely tned to
which I gbjcotad md was sasured had besn slirdinated, £s all in the published plece.

Lpide from th: book I havs two-thirda writken, a fricnd has bees representing us
in Zollywood. de was bero not long agoe Just this weel he aporosched a PGS S0
cocpany there. Kot only did Piayboy, by its thicvery, take tha edge off of it, which
is hurtfuk encugh -~ byt why should enyténe now buy the rights to my work from ne? Ko
master how auch the work is mine and nine alone. - - -

Dack to Jaffe. i's told he is close to hefner,

1 douz't Jmow what I ean do. I am without menns, But I do lmow what I aa willing
to try %o do to protect oyself aud vy oighis. Hefner and Playboy havo stoben my work. I
told them not to because I was then working ou this book and have sgent an enormous
amount of time and for me smoney on & suit velevant to ite It uas clesned we so thoroughly
just earlier tYoday 1 wrote & frisud asdlug ¥iw o fry to help with it ano thiz, too,
Playboyumstole, some of this suit oi #ixth I fud, s thedr cousuliant, to tell thedir
wilter ~not for use but for nie apyroach. To proect -Flayboy against developeming with
the lag they hsve betusen eduting snd appesarance.

Pirst of all, I think the absent in Koliywood Hefner should know what his people
have been doljg. Soxt L think he should know what the potential for him and nis property
iy if I nevs Lo protcct myseiif. There is zore but he should ioow that i have wmost of
the tepes of &y consultation. ihese include ropaated aud specific warning about théft,
not cply Trom me in the JFX materisl but in the entire field, including #ing.He and they
afe foolish-if they kid ithemselies on itids.Theft is the predoninating churecteristic,
asidey peihaps, from sycophancy.

When I can T'11 be writine Playoby's lawyor and wrider. But if Jaffe is Hafner's
fricud, as D've bosn 40ld, I fdnk Hofner should Jnow. 3nd itd dike bo kaow chwt Helner
thinta about 4his situatson.

Sincerely,




