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¥ Raple lane
Kansas “4ty, ¥o. 64151

Dear gim, .
Tour letter you dated the 8th, postmarked the 10th came today.

Ivouldnothavethouchtubutlmyouuahdom1easult~respactthan
a comon whore.

You tell me that "it is untrus that I plaglarised your work" after Playboy paid me
$2,000 to do notning about your stealing my JFK work alone?

After your duplication of this dn my xing worke, whioh I presume contributed to your
nice, léng Spanish vacatfon, live with yourself,

You write self-servin: letters knowing that in my situation I oan't ey a lavwyer.

"Sorry, but that was the nature of the beas$" is your concession when you sy
that "{he series was historioal, not inveatigative" and ybu olaim that "agsassination
buffs (vhatever that is) have complimented the courtesy.® What else would one expect
when you credit chatever you mean with work not theire, as you did with what * trusted
you not to use and to preserve confidenoce on? Courtesy?

To this you orap on reality further with "Finally 1t 1z true that you receive more
mentjons than any other iavestigator [sie] and you were paid for your opimions and edie
ting.” But not for thenthievery thinly disguised with attribution to others, Hot, in
fact, for either editing, which I 414 not do, nor opinions, which I would not expeot
Playboy to be interebted in.

I'don't beldeve I have ever laid claim to "sole wisdom." I believe, howeverg tjat I
an enti fg the use of my own work, no matter what Playboy's wealth of that part of
it they with wretthes like you who ave incapable of original work and are re-
duced to comzmon thievery when it wes not necesaary to existenoe.

Having sadd nothing & man, e real man, could etand on, you almost canclude with
"I have nothing more %o day.”

I don't inow what 1 can do. I have the tapes I've told you about. I have the letters
I've told you .bout. But the simple fact is that whem those like you whose records dige
graoe those who are literally whore ave the kinds of miserable bastards you are it does

require wealth I do not have to attempt redresss. If I can find the means, I will do what
is poassible.

I guess it 18 in keeping with your true ohamﬁer.wm I did not detect, that you
sppend the handwritten not,"I hope your thromblais abandens your leg andk leaves that,

as least, in peace.” Would it were possible. That danage was beyond repair before I was
hospitalized ’

If you knew anything about anything, you would kave known thts. But as a tkimfy
thief wha fattens by sisaling for others; you have Jo originsl inowledge.

igbe witb yourself,
Thatbis about curse enoughs

Bincerely,
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Harold:

No, I hafd't read your letter (the certified number) because it
arrived when I was gone. Now I have, along with the other, later
epistle in response to my note from Spain,

Faced with such vituperation and such slanders, there is little

I can say, and nothing "reasonable." It is true that my articles
contained errors, although five or six of us tried like hell to
avoid them. It is also true that the series was historical, not
investigative, and so had to summarize what was known and what had
been reported instead of what might be or what was coming- to light.
Sorry, but that was the nature of the beast, It is also true that
I credited as much as possible my sources, including you, and to
an exteant many other writers would not have (incidentally, other
assassination buffs have complimented that courtesy). Finally,

it is trme that you receive more mentions than any other inves.
tigator (and that you were paid for your oinions and editing).

By contrast, it is untrue that I plagiarized your work, or

have pre-emped aregs exclusively yours, You are deluded, Harold,
if you believe you have sole wisdom in the matters of JFK and
King, or if you think no-one else had independeflly come to con-
clusions similar to yours, Such delusions, naturally, would feed
your fierce dislike of anyone else's work in what you consider to
be your daminions.,

I have nothing more to say. Please comport yourself as you will,
with lawyers or whatever, I stand by what I have done with the
series, as does the magazine, as do our attorneys. And whatever
You do, I hope it placates and soothes what is obviocusly a dis-
tressed temper,
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