“Pike Hlts CIA on Lost Data

By V\/ilter'Pmcus o

‘Washington Post Staff Writer
Rep. Otis G. Pike (D-N.Y),
who chaired the House intel-

ligence committee, accused .

the Central Intelligence
Agency yvesterday of
“running a media event”
last week -designed “to dis-

credit our committee” with -

a story that 232 classified
agency documents -sent to

the committee were missing. -

In a speech on the House
floor, Pike said his commit-
'staff members found 105

he supposedly missing,

documents Monday among

committee - files stored . at .

CIA headquarters -
Pike said CIA ofﬁicials
were unable  to . produce
" signed receipts for another
95 of the documents show-
ing the papers had been de-
livered to the committee.
A CIA spokesman took is-
sue with Pike’s descriptlon
of what had been found.

ments,” ‘he said, “but. that
has not been verified.”:
- 'He said -the commlttee

2 P

- I 'am_not disputing that
the staff “found (105) docu-.

staff members _“said. 'they
found”- ‘missing documents -

“stapled together with other
- papers.” But, the spokesman ",
-went on, that finding - fwas’. -
.. not .verified™ anidthe co]

mittee staff “declined to re:’
turn to CIA [yesterday] to
resume the\inventory »

The. CIA ;spokesman aiso

* said flatly the 95 documents

without signed receipts had
“béen supplied #to the com-
mittee ;% in large packages
with mgned “courier = re-:

’ ceipts.” . Unsigned detaﬂed
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H letters of transmittal inside
1 those packages were re-

turned to the CIA “in a'|

*batch,” the spokesman said.
A Pike committee staff

i member said that among the
;95 docurients for which re-
+ ceipts were missing were
‘’dome that had been read at:

i mxttee . investigators but
« never’ taken from the
«agency -bu1lding

» The CIA spokeémad said'

-the agency had “no argu-

“ment or complaint with the

reomm.ittee" but “merely an
mterest in Iocating what we
consxdered mlssmg docu-
,gments ”

% “None of this would have }
" come about without the me-
“dia blowihg it up,” the -

spokesman said. .
‘L Pike ' charged . that the

) Hmissmg document story was -

w“created by the CIA and
leaked by the State Depart-
‘ment” on March 3 as a
“‘domestic covert operation.”
‘He said that the leak falsely
iclescrlbed the missing docu-
'ments. as “loaned” to the
@ommittee

* 't “Those document& belong

to the House,” Pike said and
‘read from a Feb. 5 letter to
‘him from CIA Director
;George Bush that noted that
'the classified material “on
-loan" had been returned to
the CIA by the committee..

»'Pike- told his colleagues
“{hat the Bush letter went on
“to say &n inventory of the
-committee files sored at
‘the CIA showed some docu-
ments apparently were miss-

= CIA headquarters by com-
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=" Pike sa1d he asked the .
{CIA on March 1 for descrip-

" ions of the documents sup- .

osed to be missing and in- .
quireéd who had signed re-
eeipts for them. He said that
information was promised to
Jhim on March 4, after the

_-.Mmedia carried -the accusa-
" Yion {that documents were

missing, but that he has
niever received it.

¥ Meanwhile, he said, the
adminfstration had a “media
‘Wweekend” and made no ef-
fort t6 cortect the misinfor-
ation as to who owned the

‘§ocuments. _
"+ Pike said the purpose of

‘the ‘missing document story
was to: “discredit our com-

nittee 80 members ot Con-
gress would not read our re-
port.” In a news. conference
ixke Jater said, “I think the
ord; admmistration ‘very |
much does not want the re-
port read.”
= Pike accused the -CIA ‘of
havmg poor records that are
*‘mismdexed ? ~He ' said:
“They don’t know what they )

he -'committee “F

" had returhed A’ top-secret |

document on the coup -in
,'Eortugali anfl the .CIA had
'a].leged 1t was ‘missing be-
| GAuse their’ records showed
It was'12 pages long and the
eommlttee ~had . returned
lene pages. ~
.+ “Sarcastically, - I’ike de-
¢lared “the.first three pages
areé in’ Roman numerals.’
They couldn't evén add nine
plus 1, II, II and come - up
with 12.»

" In a.second speech yester-
day Pike ' expanded on - his
earlier statement - that- the
gdministration was ‘seeking
1o “dissuade -people from
Teading* the " unpublished
committee report. “It shows -
-our intelligence community
is drowned in red tape and
-rburied under tons of paper .
-« has prejudiced political
judgments and is danger--
Qusly weak.,” . .

*=Pike said that the Vxllage
Woice, ‘a New York weekly,
had printed portions of the
-“semifinal version” 6f - the
report, one that was com-

leted on Friday, Jan.. 23.

That was one day after ‘two
éopies of an .earlier draft |
were -given to the-CIA and.-
‘one copy to the State De-
partment.




