-"‘

5A3:mln . m P v

HESDRARDEL

%’,ﬁ: Maroh 25, 196k

-
Mr. J. Iec/Rankin

PO Samuel A, Stern
OURJIST:  Obtaining Television Tapes of Assassination Dvents

Severnl of us bhave questions wilch roquire an esexdnatian of
the tapes for televislon end radio progroms broadcest in the days
following the acsassinntion. 'This ianterest lod us to conglder the
vossibility that the Commisaion might want to obtaln, for its permaxent
reeords, o esiplete ceb of oll existing rodlo and television tapes of
¢veats in Dnllag axd reloted motters (ouch as interviows, if there were
any, of porsons in New Orleans or Lev York or in the Marine Corps who
fmew 0owald) bub excluding all of the coveregs of Waahington cerewonlen,
tributes to Fresldont Meanedy and the like, Ve also thought tiat 1t
night be of sore help to the Henpedy Library to determine the otatus
thooe topes, and that coacelvably the Cormaission might make sone
mont with the Kemnedy Library to supply it with any tapes obtained Ly
the Coumizoion or coples thereof.

Ve oskod the Seerst Service to mocertain what materlals existed,
voth at locol stations in Dallas and ot the national notworls and wire
services. The Seevet Service outlined, in their Report #1255, copy of
which is atteched, the materials availsble in Dallas, end the estimaied
cost of reproducing them. Mr. Criffin hes undertelen to ask the Secrot
Service to deterzine vhetber the staticas involved can desceribe thoe
subject matber of the tapes, and we are owaidting word in this regard.

M. Corsuell of Treasury advised that work wos already being
done by two groups in govermsent to obtaln tho nstwork materlals. The
Library of Congress formally regquested all dapas from the networks soon
after the nosagsaination. Mra. Elizalbeth Ilasey, Assistent Librorian of
Cansiess, 1s handling €he matter. A parallel effort is also being mede
o behald of $he Feoocdy Litrary. I spole to lirr. Hermimn Xoha of Arciiives,
who is particijpating in this effort. Mr. Kahn sdvised that negotlations
lhave been under way for oome time to obtaln ell network topes, with two
isgusos warcsolved. FPlrot, the Library bas not yet gotien the agrecoent
of the networks 40 Qomate the materinls (fBC bas estimeted that to
preduce one corplete print would cest froa $h0,000 to §75,000); second,
there ore unresolved questions about the extent of the copyright license
thet the networks would give the Library. Ceorge Stevens of USIA and,
until his departure, Plerre Salinger, lave been bolding informal talks
with the networla.
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Mr. Kaha elso advised that no network has any meaningful
inventory of its tapes, and that indexing has started, but 1t 1s mot
cxpected to be finished for a considernble time. This 1s confirmed by
the lack of success the Sceret Service hes had in attempting to locate
@t OIS the tape of an interview of one of the Parkland Hospltal doctors
wialeh My. Spectos hus requested. Even though the day aod aprroxiznte
tine of the interview is kaown, the tape could not be located at CIS,

“ber flve days search. )

I have oot pursued the motter furthor with Mr. Stevens of
USIA or Mrs. Homer of the Library of Congress. It scems entirely wnlikoly
that obtaining all the tapes would be of any help to the Coumisaion,
oven 4T the networks egreed to supply thom. Concedvably the Commisnion
Sight be able to sasiet the Library of Congress or the Xennedy Library
is ovtaining the tapes if the Commisoion were to Jola in requesting
then.

In ony event, I suggest that the Comnlssion M stalf
determine o3 soon av possidle those aopecific tolevised eventa wileh the
Comnisslon will yequire as ports of ite investigation, and thot the
Jecret Service be asked to obtaln these segments from the spproprinte
sources. Slave tho tapes axe in a completely wacatalogued state, the
seareh for a partloular episode is » buwrden on the network. while the
sotworks will undoubtedly cooporate with one request for specified items,
they are 1ikely to object to aporadic requoztas.
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