August 23, 1974

Mr. Arthur Ceppos
President, Julian Press

150 Fifth Avenue

New York City, N. Y. 10011

Dear Arthur,

Harold and I have decided to publish the book about the January
27 Warren Commission Executive Session transcript ourselves. I have
already taken out a loan for this purpose and we expect the book to
be printed very shortly.

We have already loaned out our only copies of the manuscript
forpersons who needed to give immediate attention to it. In the short
interval between now and the time the book is published, we could make
good use of the copy of the manuscript we left with you. If you could
mail it back to us within the next few days, we would be deeply
appreciative.

Sincerelytyours,

Jim Lesar
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0'Toole press conference on appearance of Assaesination Tapes from reporter's tape

I listened to this tape that is frequently of pocr quality and often insudible
first while driving and then while working around the house. These comments are not
complete and it is not now necessary for my purposes to pay closer atéention to this
interview now. Perhaps after completing the reading of the book I will listen to it
#ith more care and under conditions thet will permit better concentration.

One of the interesting minor points is that Janes “arris said he rupresented
The New York Review of Dooks.

To me the most interesting of what I've heard is his exculpation at the begia-
ning of both “umes and MoCloy, With Humes he said the machine proves that Humes was
telling the truth when the proof that dumes had lied ani knew he was lying when he
made the statement in question is public,

Bud knowa this yet has been associated with 0'?oole from the beginning and in
the promotion of this book and in an article in the NYRevicw.

This tape can be used to destroy the PSE in my opdnion, It certainly is more
than encugh to disprove the validity of the use in this book and to raise new
questions sbout the book and i1ts sponsorship.

Dickes question did Penthouse finange his work,

Flugs Epstedns foous on Warren as responsible for the whitewash.

Thers are touches throughout that so closely parallel how I have responded to
the same questions that the conclusion he has paid close attention to what + have
sald is ralsed.Obviously I have no way of knowing.

However, the anti-me part is epperent aa it is as far as I've gone in the bock.

There arr plages where he fixes upon the identiczl words I used, ss in the taxi
incident at the bus station, where he alaso refers to the woman who was about to take
the cab in which Oswald is said to have been as "a little old lady." Even is this is
a direct quote of Whaley using the same words on which I Tixed of all those he could
have used im against the law of averages.

On the 1/27/64 transcript he here also refers to it as "recently declassified
by the government," saylng no more about it. Where he goes out of his way to seem
to give credit to others, as Epacein and Bob Smith and in the book quotes from others
what I first said, his departure from a scheme is provocative at least.

Guioccione "has staffed an extensive investigation to make this publio."(inteo
of Guicoione.)

G calls it “eweepdng investigation.” Dates at period "when the Watergate investi-
gation was breaking wide open.” But he also has nothing to say about who financed
this supposed two yeurs of extensive work and all that travel. He has initead a
quite exceszive description of 0'Tools as the man who...

Despite WWIV O(Toole opens with my work on Russel, but omits ms and refers to
when Russell what public "in 1970.) Penthouse had WWIV and 0'Toole knew the story
whatever his source. That it is not the result of research 1s proven by the dute.

de refers to new information in support that will appe ar in three wecka but
declines to identify his own article (with Bud) in NYReview on the ground he does mot
have the editor's approval. That:is a reason?

On Hunmes, "He wae asked” about his conclusions and the answer was, "No, we think
that atand up very well... " 0'Toole:"There is no doubt in iy wminf that he believed
essentially what he told the Warren Commission.™ 0'T surprised because he was susplcious

only over burning of proctoccl.
¥When he gets to MNoCloy he also exculpates the staff from this rechine,

Hd 4/1/75
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Dear Jim, 4/1/75

Lat night you ropeated to me Bud's relaying of a proposition from Guiccione of
Femthouse that you and I be rewarded sultably and financially for Fenthouss having
from Jimsy Ray what is represented as his story. 1 was shocked by the gross izpropriaty
of the entire uatter, by ita coutrust with Bud's record when 1 had arranged for an
entirely fauf differont kind of interview and by the fact that in effect he was asidng
us to get Jimiy to «nter what has to amount to a guilty plea in order to be pube
lishable in any form 4in that kind of magazine. 1 asked yoy to make a complete record
and to date it for our and Ray's protection and not to use againat Bud,

A5 soon as we finished talidng I felt I had to inform Jim feKinley, first 1 had
a long call from a collsgs student and then I mads o unsuccessful ef'forts to reach
Jim. Later he callad me and 1 told hiw thias storys “t shocked him also. 1 felt that
because of the past (several ways) and the manner in which bud personally had abused
Jim and flayboy i had to:l.n:::mJin.Ialnowantadtotalktohimtomamirrmhad
any word from Horman with regard to Post hortem.

This past incluwdes Bud's personally bresking up an entirsly horsless interview
with Kay about tho conditions of hia confinument, the details preserved in columinous
correspondence, on the spurious ground that I would be paid and this would be WrOnZ,
both false. It also include the breaching of ay confidence, again with *unthouse,
with regard to the transcript pribted in Whitewash IV You have perseomal xnowledge
of this and that I had entirely different plans Bud thus pre=ampted,

I hove made this vecord while informing you becsuse you should know that I felt
the obligation to inform Jim, I told him I felt the people I had dealt with recently
ougnt to know but not for any public use and not for use sgsinst bud,

It 15 =n ofd coincidence that when i phoned you a little after 11 a.m. yestsrday
I told you, based on other matters connected with Guiccione, Fenthouse and 0'Toole
I was finding 4t incressingly impossible to content mys:1f with explanations that
Bud is merely irrstional on the subject of political assassinations. I regard what he
¥as part of in this instunce as a gross a violation of his client's rights as
attomycanhaoupab.leof.Emuhomowaumuonoughtokmutmtnmth
bribed that he would even relay such a proposition is in istelf personally insulting
to me and I taolnk an outrage. The i:medinte prodvlea 1 see is that there is no s-fe way
of letting Jimny know and I'm rot certain that the necds of hic defense permit it, If
there were any means by wheih those expenses Bud han met could be met I'd want to tell
Jinzy this personally end othera things of like nature some of which I think he mey
well suspects

Jim will be lstting us imow in a few days when he'll bs coudng. “e would prefor
to interview us togothor, 1 told him it would be dzpussible for m» to make thoee trips
to Washington and I folt it would be impossible for you to come here thoge dayse I still
have six of yestarday's orders to coupletes T7Lu xla. of unyk 4 axtraasitoarily
time coaswrdng. Mortunately and wilortusatsldy 4t is rogular. Louwevor, widls I coa't
want to put all that axtre milesgo on by car maybe I'll have t> lsé sowe orders accumulate
and other work go.msst But I hate to thiok of it. 1 haven,t hed & chance to reread the
1/22 transcript or to read Mcise's deeision et all, The pressure I feel %o got tis
work done had me avake a little after three this zorning, I did stay in bed uantil 5
but I really ought not bo pubsing these idndy of hours ia. I'z too tired. ¥%at I am
sayiog is that maybe 1'll change froo what 1 told Yim but T know I should not.

Jim knows our Sew York schedule. He will be hare ani have the laterviews completad
before then.

We now have what 1 regard as a rather desparnte situation in which the two sondor
and experienced counsel for all practical purposes want to sell theoir cliwnt outs They
now both want Jimuy, who clains to be innoceat and who is proven incocent by the evi-
denca, to plead gullty, bud by what auounts 1o an out-of=court public "earfession,®
mmmxmmwzsmtmnsmmm.

Deaty



