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Qm stioner- Liebeler

Pena, born in Cuba,’ became an American citizen in 1956. -He

operates t&e Hebana Bar and Lounge at 117 Decatur Strest, New Or.

leans, where Rodriguez is om'ployed. His bi-ofher, Ruperto, is an
omployee. ‘He knows Carlos Bringuier, who 1is connected with a nearb-y

. elothing store.

Pena is not comnected with JURE but says he was with another
orga.nization in the Baltor BuiJ.ding whose ohiof or the boss of that.

«organizat:lon, who was in w.ami, Barrona. Ee was the boss of that
) orga.nization. Of th:ls group Pena said, "Phe FBI know vory well be-

cause a pé,?mn»‘rm the FBI was t‘here_.r-all Atho tinq. "I don't remember

_exactly the name of ‘the _organizabion right now ess™ When asked (p.350)

| if he ha.d been 1nterviewed by two FBI ggonts Docember 5, 1963, Pena

replied, "I hava bean interviewad by the FBI so many times I don't

‘ remenl;er. ~Something., But it might be trne. TYou tell me about what

%o Tefresh my mind, and I can tell you about whether that is true or

not, "

He does recall an :lnterview two weeks before the deposition. On

this occasion he was asked "11' I saw Oswald, 80 I said I saw him onoe.

He went to my’place of # business w:lth one or two frimnds," Pena ac-
knowledggs his recollection of two tr:londs, which is in contradiotion

" with Bodriguez'a of one, - Pena also oxpla.ins how :I.t sticks in his

- mind3 "It was something that happened in ny place of business; a -

customer asking for a lemonade; a man, 'rhoy don't asually do that,
That was the first time in 7 years I have been in business that a
customer asked for a lemonade." The customer was suald, who com.-

plained about the prico and ordored a tequila for h.ts rriend.
Pena also recalls Oswald's 1llness (p.351). He then declares,



"When the assaeslnation ha:ppened they put the pioturea over on
the teleyieion, so L saw Oswald and I ee:!.d, YThat's the man  who came ]
to my place one time, the man who ordered the 1emonade. ] Evar:l.eto

" came and sald, 'Look! That'e the man. that eseeesin'e;.ted'm-'. Kennedy -
"is the one that was here one time, " Questioned, Pena makes it clear

that he reeognized Oewe.ld on television before Rodriguez came ‘to him.
Pena and his brotb.or went to Bringuler who "is very much inter-

- ested. He called - my brother called Bringuier.‘ We didn't pe.y any

attention until tbe FBI came one time e.nd asked ne."' Tb.io was eb.ortly

B efter the assassination. - -
- Pena thinks the man was Ouba.n a.nd claime he can identify his own

. | people. He elso eays he wae never olose to the man. B

During the teetlmony of the 1awyer Andrav s, he made rererenee
to the name "Debru.ye" (p.339) as etoole . _Heore on p.352 Péila also”

makes rererenoe to oalling ‘the "De Brueys . 'He then says, "'!’ou are

from Waehington, huh?" to uhieh Liebeler replies in the a.rf:lrmative.

. Pena then e:yen "I am going to talk to you about De Brueye and the

FBI agency in 3ew 0rleane, /Leuieiana. -What #iollows is eomewhet eon.

s

fusing. Mr, Liebeler seems utieried to leave 1t N
Returning to the :I.dentifioation of Oswald, Pena (p 352) reiter-
ates, "Oswald I did (identify) because of the lemonade. I looked %o

bkm, thet's all, but the other guy I can't identify., He looked like

8 c'u.ban, but I can't say that exactly. Maybe if I would seepim again
I would say, 'Uell, that' 8 the man.'"_ Coe N

Liebeler continues to press about Pene.'s talking to the FBI and
liete several startling pleces of infomation. Férst, that the FBI
spoke to Pene. so mnoh that Pene. got a lawyer, something hbe didn't do

for his appearance before the Conmission. And second, e._re.ther
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- after the assassination, that you had seen Owsald in the bar and

startling comment on Bringuier! ittitudetowa_rd the United States.
Tumxqum "Mr. Liebeler. Is this the story that you told to the FBI

Rodriguez had seen Rim in the barfod
"Mv, Pena. -More or Yess.
. "Mr, Iiebeler. ~When you falked to the FBI 2 weoks ugo, did they
askjyou about thie again"
"Mr, Pens, Yes; they asked me about thi.s more than a dozen times,
"Hr. L:I.obeler. 'rhey askedjyou nore than a dozen times about this?
Lo mgyl Pena.A Yos.
‘ " *Mp, Liebeler. Apd did they come to your bar to ask you about this?
‘= "™Mp, Pena, They come to my ber. They been calling me to come to
_ the FBI office. That'a‘why sometimes - one time I went down and got a
-lawyér.” I don't mod & lawyer ‘about for this, I just tell you the
‘truth, ‘When Ivrinish_with bim - you are from Washington. I tell you,
Bringuier hates the United States as much as be hates Russia.
"Mr. Liebeler. - mmtm Bringuier does? _ 3
: "Mr. 1k Pena, The day Mr, Kennedy put a blockade in Cuba - you re-

member, about a year and a half, more or less - ":f. Carlos Bringuler
" was toliing me - excuse me - (obscenity) in S?anish more than a dogzen
times, and I coﬁ]_.dn'g stand that., I have never done anything egeinst
the United States. I said VNo. Anyway, anything you want to ask me
- and you can ask Mr, Bringuior is thaq‘bm or not, and let him and me .
take a lle dotector test to see who is right on 1it, . :

"Mr, Liebeler, Youpsay that you have never done num anything
against the interests of the United States?

"My, Pena. No; I have not ever, / -

"Mp, Liebeler. Well, I have no reason whatsoever not to believe
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’ United States more than he does Russia?

. over,
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that statement, M., Pena.

“Mb, Pena, Okay. , , o
"Mr, Liebeler, Wby do you say that mr. Bringuier hates the

"Mr, Pens. Because he does as nmch.

'il‘h'. Liebeler, Aa much?

o tme, Pema. Yesd . -

"Mr, Liebeler, Why does he dislike the United States? Has he
ever told you? ’ ‘ ) o

. "Mr, Pena.: No; but the way he talks,’ that the United States -

didn't Belp to overthrow Castro,- a.nd he can go over there and take

"Mp. Liebeler. Is ‘that the basis for i:x Bringuier's bad feel-

g ing towardskbs\“nited States, that ue haven't done any%hing to over- -

come the Caatro regime? ‘ ‘
"Mr, Pena. Well, the wey he talks to me, he hates the United
Statea a8 mnch as he hntos Russi®, That's what I told you, what he

' said, moro tha.n a dozen t:l.mes. And i tbat is not true, let him take

aulie‘ detector test and find out whethed that is true or not.
"Mp, Liebeler. Did you tell Mr, Bringuier about having seen
Oswald in the bar? ‘ B |
"Mr. Pena, Yes; we was talking sbout that day. You see, I aia
like vary, very mch Mr, Konnedy. / |
"Hr. Liebeler, You. d:l.d or did not?

"Mr, Pena, I did. Very, very much, -So I wes burt whex#m got

) killed. So when I saw the man there - I saw the man - so I went

. .- bold
around and t-h most of my customers that I saw Oswald came to my

place .



Liebeler has statements from the FBI of the :!.nterview on June
6, 1964, saying diemetrically the opposite, that Fens and his brother

~ had never spoken to anybody about Oswald being in bis ber, with wh:lch

Frena takes issue. On p,.354 it turns out that on December 5, 1963,
Pena did giye the FBI a statement wh:l.ch p-remably wae in conformity
with his deposition. “Liebeler eays the purpose of b.:l.e appearanee be-

Lore L:l.ebeler is to attempt to reconcile the conrlicts. He concludes

bhis explanation of his purpose with this’ sentence, "Now let me ask you
this: - You have a good deal of hostility toward the FBI, do yom not‘?"

< =k Penals enewer ‘is a bit picturesque' ' "We got to talk about some- .

thing elee before I tell about the FBI in New Orleans, so you let me

know 8o I tell ebout the FBI, what I think about it, :Lf I can express

myselr well enough to put my point.of view e.bout some ofpthe -agents -

-oi' the FBI in- New Orleans, Anywey-, T will- tell-you,. See if you can - v -

underetand ny view. »

xam Liebe\ﬂer pute h:lm off, .

In the courge of pueh:lng Pena‘ agein about his 1dentifice.tinn of
Oswald, it turns out that Pena would call Bringuier when he wa.nted to

, get in touch with the FBI!

When shown the Bringuier exhibit No. 1, the photograph, on p.355
Pena imedie.tely :l.dentified Oswald, He says that he eanplained to the
FBI, that the FBI should have pursued the source or the propaganda
Oswald was distributing, because "those pecple might know Cswald and
many more people 1n connection w:lth Oeweld. On the Pizzo exhibits
453-4A and h53-B, Pena also picked out Oswald (p.355). Livewise, in
the Garner No. 1 picture, and the Pizzo L53.C plcture (p.356‘).

Pena also 'etates that at the time Oswald was erre‘sted because of

his altercation with Bringuier, he thought he identified Oswald onm
television and when Rodriguez "run from his house to my house to tell

o Al
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me about 1t", he was ‘certain or, “as he pﬁtr it, "Then my mind got

clesr". - - .

Pena confirms Rodriguez' -story about the trip to the doetor

dur:lng which he, Pena, drove past the point at which Br:lnguier was

being arrested and says that afterwards, he, Pens, posted bond for
Pena

'Br:l.nguior and "one or two more guys"® (p.356). m says he _

did not actually see the arvest himsolr, but had been told about it
by Bringuier's brothor.in-lu, who said he couldn't lesve the store
to post the bond. ‘

The name of th.e anti-Bastro organization with which Pena had
worked 1is identiried at the bottom of p.357 48 the Cubsn Revolutionary

Council. On the top of the mext page he 1dm tifles _"the delegate hore

as Serrglo Arcachda, Pena's cenmction with this group was suffic-

Orleans paper,

'The dispute with the FBI that led to Pena's’having'his lawyer

represent him was, aeoord:l.ng to P Fena, because the FBI asked him the

l

same thing ovor and over again.
Again asked wbather he was a witneu to the time Br:lngu:ler was
arrested beoause or the altercation with Oswald, Pena said he did not

see it and "It might be another time, but the time I placed the bond

for h:l.m, I was here because I was the one went up to the ﬁ.rst precinct
to give the money." (Pp. 358-9) -

The balance of P.359 and most of p.360 are devoted to Pena 8
travels and toward the bottom of p.360 Liebeler says that Pena applied
for his passport in 1963 on the same day on which Oswald appl:lod for
his. Pens says, "I don't remember seeing him thare...“ ,

It turns out ‘(p.361) that many pro-Castro people ceme to Pena's
bar and at the reqﬁpst of the FBI he provided the FBI with information

Ao v e h e
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about them, He e.leov contributed e.nd colleeged money age.inat Castro.
At the bottom of P+361 De Brueys is identified again as en FBI agent
who we.e sticking witb. the organization very, very close, moaning
the Cuben Revolutionary Council. On the next page he accuses De ’
Brueys of interfering with the organization, leading to an argmnext.
| 7 He elso claimed De Bmys threatened him, in the preeence of bis
[ girl friend.,

] ~ Apparently the thing the.t the FBI kept esking him over and over
i egain appears on the bottom of p.362 in this seni'feqce, "After the
| eseeeeination, they came e.nd.e.sked me 80 maﬁy times ebot;i; ﬁhe same '
‘thing, lemonade, 1t just looked s1lly to me."

On p.363, Pena 8uotes Bringuier as heving said Oswald gave Brin-}
gnier some kind o.t‘ manual or a book", Asked 1f he and Bringuier are
e not too good rﬂendi any’ mbre , “Pena’ says, "WG we.s quite cloze *m‘bil o e e
': - wben the-y started the‘ blookade in Cuba, the way he spoke about Presi-
dent Kennedy. Earlier I’em; had expreseed an admiration for P resident '
Kennedy and a reeling of pain at h:le loss. .

In the last part of hie depoeition, at lee,st L ﬂ.mes Pena accuses
‘Bringuier of very strong e.nti-heriean feelings end concludes uith a
very atrong ststement of his, Pena' s, love for the United Statea.



