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S e Cop 'Was Removed' ™. |
2 s Defore King Slaying' |

By Lea Payne
C | .y ghe 1378, Newsday Inc.

Hours befors the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was
killed in Memphis in 1968, the cily’s top law-enforce-

curity for King and his stalf in the Losraine Motel,
wers sen leaving the motel—{or unexplained °
resoni—just befors 6 PM, minules bef
shot. Although King himweell never agreed

Ring was

..).. sorial vie v of the sivassination scan
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ment official, in the presence of men he identilied as
federal agents, removed one of twa detectives sssigned
to watch the civil rights leader from his poat. Authori-

ties said the removal was part of an emergency plan ,

to protect the detective's life.

Ed Redditt, the detective who was removed from
his post, had prepared a contingency plan lo enabls
the police department to apprehend an assassin
should an attempt be made on King’s life while he
was 3t the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The plan,
which was never implemented, involved the sealing off
of a four-block area around the motel.

Police did not assign a replacement for Redditt.
But they did leave the detective's partner on duty.

From interviews and published stories, Newsday
has learned that Redditt and h's partner, both mem-
bers of the Memphis police intelligence unit, watched

\GA- Y Kiny and his stalfers at the Lormaine through binocu-

lara from the fire station across the street. The two-
man unit earlier had provided security for King and
his party, and they continued to keep the police de-
partment informed of their movements and their visi-
tors, Redditt and his partner, W. B. Richmond, who
are both black, had withdrawn frum what would have
been their normal position with the King party be-
cause their presence, following recent riots in Mem-
phis, had angered young local blacks. -

The police were particularly concerned about a vi-
olence-prone black group called the Invaders, whao,
thouzh they were [riendly with the nonvioclent King
and his masociates, had led an outbiesk of violencs
and looting a week earlier. Newsday recently dis-
closed that some of the leaders of tha Invaders were
FBI informants and had touched of{ the violencs that
wai directly responsible for King's retumn tn Memphis
the day before his assassinntion,

On April 4, the day King wag shol, four armed
muembers of the Invaders, who had been providing se-

[ ™

Invaders atand gusrd, some of his sides had agreed to "
theic presence. Ona of the [avaders standing guard
w11 an undercover Memphis police detective who pro-
vided information for the police and the FBI.

Alter Reddit was removed from duty, he was told
at a meeting in police headquarters that the US. Se-
cret Service had learned of a “cuntract™ on his life.
Reddit protested, saying that he wanted lo return te
his post, but the city's then-publie safaty director,
Frank Holloman, insisted on the officer’s removal. Ea
route home with a police gusrd Redditt heard on the
car radio that King had been shot by an assassin.

Three days later, the round-the-clock guard watch-
ing Redditt was removed and hw was allowed to re-
turn lo work. The polica deparimenl never offered
any lurther explanation of the “contract™ on his kfe.
About a week befors King was killed, sources said,
FBL informers had told the Memphix Police Depart-
ment that Redditt had shown some sympathy loe
King's cause by encouraging striking garbage
workers—who were being supnorted by King's nonvi-
olent marches—to stay awav from work. Redditts
pariner on the King survaillance ‘sam was considered
more loval to the depariment, snurces said. The part-
ner remained at his post and reportadiv was looking
&t King theough binoculars when the civil rights lead-
era waa shot =

The entire Redditt alfair Is another In a chain of
Curious circumétances surrounding King in the days
and hours prior to his asssssination. ] .

Recent disclosures that the FBI conducted exten-
sive surveillance of King have prompted peveral gow-
ernoental inquiriea. The Senate Intelligepce Comunit-
tew said ity Investigation urieyered ne evidencs that
implicated the FBI In King's murder or a chver-up.
However, the comunittes shairman, Frank Church (D-
ldvho), has called lor 2 fedaral special prosecutor lo
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tinued from Page7 '

a7 Jinvestigate Fﬁﬂ ina o resolve “many unan.
(¥ {awered questions, .h_. whether & bureau “ven-
A fdetta™ againet King wae led to his murder. The
Li? {Depariment of Justics is reviewing the FBI's file on
L) dKing and will soon maks recommendations o Altor.
15 5 ney General Edward Lev:, = , .
i Redditt and the offictaly Identified by Newsdsy's
A 82 having been jyrevent at the April 4 nceting
(51 lat which Redditt was told of the “coatract™ on his Jile
Ty TS_ refused 1o discuse the nreeting.-

i Holloman acknowledged the report of & threst. ¥

« e .

t an ageat had been st o Memphis at that lime
At the police
ing to sources, intnduced Rodditt to a “Socret

The Mem polics chie’
acDonald, the chisf
* Fuvenile Court, gould not be

ite numerous templa. In mply 16 3 letier request-
ng information r'!-_:. aflair, MacDoneld-
%3_! “1 have been out of law enforcement for Beven
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A view from the hotel

firdd from circlod wind
~ Redditt protested that he wanted to relurn to his
uﬂr.f!ﬁ-l&.!-.&lﬂi&ﬁ.i??’
Hollomas told hiny he would be provided with 24-hour
protection at a local hotel undes &1 assumed name.
Redditt refused the hotel olfer because his ‘mother-in-
law, who was living In his
be moved, Holloman ingisted that g 34¢-hour police
suard be posted at Reddiit's homea,

For the two days following the Assamination, Red-
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balcony on, which King was standing when he was shreck by a shet, appereatiy
oW, i . : ; , ' - T

: On the third day, a Sunday
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