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HOVEHBER éz, Ts65
3:16 P.M,  caT
. l Iriday . -
- . : Dallas, Tbﬁas
| MR, HANKS: Let ne have yéur attention, plesse,
You wanted to talk to some of the a2ttending

pPhysiciens, I have two of them here, Dr., Halcolm Perry,
en ailending surgeon here 2t the Parkland Femorial HoZpital,

B2 will talk to you firs%, and then Dr. Kemp Clark, the

3 Q. A wouldlét ihe neck and of the --

caled nsurosurgeon here st the hospital., He wili tell you
waat he knows about it, Dz, Parry, .

0. Vers you in siterdande when the President died? .

2 .

© . Q. Zet him el his story,
L. DR. MALCOLM PEPEY: ° I was sumuoned to the Emérgency .
Foom shortly after the President was brought in, on an . '
eaergency basis, impedizately zfter the President's arrival,
Upon reaching his sgide, I noted that be was in eritical
coudition from a wound of the neck and of the bead, Immediaie
Tesuscitative measures —- g '

F 5 . ;
- ~ . g

Q. ¥ould you go slower? .

DR. PERRY: I noted be was in a critical condition .
irom the wound in the necl: and the head, ' o

Q. Could that be dome by one shot?

Dg.-PERRY: X cannot conjéctﬁra. I don't know,

. © DR, PERRY: -~ of the bead, Immediate resuscitative
Deasures were undertaken, and Dr, Kemp Clarlk, Professor of
Heurosurgery, was summoned, along with several other members
of the surgicel and nedical staff, They errived inmediately,
but at this point the President's condition did not allow
complete resuscitation, ; N P el

;.at the time these measures were begun,

- ciewre Q.What do you mean by "complete resuscitationny

. DR, PERRY: He pas eritically 111 2nd moribung.

Q. Completely 111 and whai? '

DR, PERRY: . Moribund. '
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7 Q. ¥What does unat meau?

" DR, PERRY: Hear death.

Q. What was the yord you usedf . o w78 i

DR, PERRY: Voribund, Dr, Clarl: arrived
1mmsd_ately. '

thareaffer,‘ o

Q. Could you tell us what resugcitative measuras
were’ atoempteh?

DR, PERRY' Assicted respirauion.'
- a, Trat is t::a..'z e
Q. Wity what? o

DR, PERRY: Ass icted respiration wiun oxygen and
an anesthesia Tachine, pasgage of an endoiracieal tube,

Q. Does that pean you stick it ia?

DR, PEZRY: Yes, place ib in hio trucaon;

.o

Q. Spell it for us, pleaSe. -L.'=J}

e bR._PERRY: E-n- d—o-t-rwa-c-h -e-a-1, 'A‘tracheostoﬁy; :
;Q. They did pex form 2 uracheos»oay?

DR, PERRY Yes, : B

o

Q. Would you spell it?
DR, PERRY: T-r—a-c—h-a—o-s-t;o-mjy;

Q. Vas thera a priest in the room at this time, - . .-

0

. MR, HAWKS: The ddctor is just - el nv you about
the operatzou. . .

DR, .PERRY- Blood and’ flu1ds vere 2150 given, and

. 8n electrocardiograph monitor was attached to racord any heart--—

beat that might be presen:, At this point, Dr. Clark was
eiso in atteadance,

Q. What is his nams? : . ’
DR. PELRY: Dr, Kemp Clark. And Dr. Charles Baxter. -

DR, KEMP CLARK: I was called by Dr. Perry because
ibe President -~ .
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—- because the President had sustained a brainm
Y ound. On my arrival, ihe resuscitative effoxris, the L
tracheostony,  the admin*stration of ches» tubes to relieve
any possibla £ ;JQV :

-~

Q.: Could you alow down a littla bi Doctdr, please?

DR, CLAR{: -- %o relieve any possibility of ailr
‘being in the pleural space, the electrocardiogzan had been
hooked up, blood and fluids were being =dministered by Dr.
Perry and Dr, Baxter, It was apparent thau ihe President
bad sustained (S lethal wound

A missile bad goae in or out of the: back of his _ _
head, causing extensive leccerations and loss of brain tissue, - -
lSnortly after I arrived, tbe patient, the Precident, lost '

his beart action by the electrocardiogram, his heart then
bad stopped, ™ | ‘

_?e attempted resuscitative measurea of his heart,
includinz clesed chest caxdiac massage, but fo no avail,

s

Q. ‘That was closed chest? .;_' e ; : E
DR, CI.AF_R.K.' Yes, . .. . ot . ‘__‘ :::: ) - B i) 3
Q. Does that mean external, Doctor, closed?

- s = DR.'CLARK: Yes.-.ﬂa were able to obtain palpable
pulses by-tbis method, but, again, to no QVail.

Q. ﬁhat.is palpable?’
- MR, HAWKS: Vhet did you ask?
Q. Palpable? ' = _
DR. CLERK: Palpable. o o v K

Q. Palpébie whai? - A S

DR, CLARK: Pulges,

Q. Doctor, how many ‘doctors were in attendance at
' the time of the President's death?

R

Q. Doctor, can you tell us how lonz after he
arrived on the Emergency table before be expired? In other
words, bow long was he living while in thn ho;p’tal?

-

DR. CLARK: 40 minutes, perbaps.

DR..PERRY. I was far too busy to tell. I didg't
even look at the watch. : R X

DR. CLARK: I would guess about s0 mi““"“' Vo S

Q. Doctor, can you desc?iba.tha cogrsa of tbo ;ound

through the head? . 4 ceL e =
MORE - e | IR
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DR, CLARK' We wexe too busy to be absolutely surk
ol the track but tha back ui‘ his head )

'\.,-

Q. Aud through the neck?

7

DR, CLARX: Principally on his right side, towards
tha right side, . i

Q. What Was the exact time of death, doctor?
DR. CLARK: Tha» is vary difficult to say. Ve
vere very busy, and in answer to someone else's question,
we had a lot of people in sttendance. We elected to make
this at 1300, ’ SR A b
" Q. You elected?
)
Q. What, sir? -
- DR, CLARk- Vie p*onounced him 2t 1000 hours.
Q. Thirtaeu o7 .
MR, nmv_xs: 1:00 o*clocks

Q. Can you describe bis neck wound?

DR, CLARK: I waa busy with his liead wound, I would

liite "to ask the p=ople uao took care of thau part to describe
tha. to you.

Q. What was the question?
. DR, PERFY: The meck wound, es visible ‘on the
patient revealed a bulleu hole almost in the mid line.

+ Q. Wbat was that?

-.DR. PERRY: 'bu'llet bole a.'lmo;;'t in the mid line,

Q. Would you deponstrate?

_ DR, PERRY: 1In the lower poriion of the neck, in
front, e .

Q. Can you demonstr;te, Doctor, gn yoﬁi own neck?
DR, PEBﬁY:i Lppro:zisately bere (indicating).

Q. Below the Aéam's apple? -

'DR. PERR&J Below tbe Adam's apple.

Q. Ductor, is’ it the &Ssumption that it went
uhruugb the head? .

DR, PE RY: 'I'he.-. would be on conjecture on mny part.d
“Toere are two wounds, s Dz. Clark noted, one of the neck an

.one of the head, Whethex they are dire ch1y related or rclated

to two bullets, I cannoi say.

A -
.”’;?‘-. ot
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Q. Whe.a was the entrance wound?

EETIE " TS S R

. DR PERRY- There was an “entrance WDund in the neck
Ln regards the one on the head, I cannot aay. %iH---"n

-
.

ﬂ_:‘ﬁ;{,‘:‘ﬂ.:,-.f .‘"_ Asimial

» - . -'n»' * il

; ; Q. Wbich way was he bullet coming on the neck B
wound? At him? -t R T #

T Ak

5
L

DR, PERRY: It eppeared to be coming at him.

g S oo Q..And the one beﬁidd? . -

DR. PERRY' The na*ure of the wound dexies »he .

ah11i*y to deccribe whether it went through 1t from either L -
gide, I cannot tell you uhat. Can you, D;; ClarL? . g i

b ey

DR CLARK The nead wound could have been either
' the exit wound from ithe neck or it could have bDéen a tangential .
wound, as iu was simply a la:ge, gapiﬁg loss of tissue. ) - I

Q. That was the *nﬁediata cau"e o_ deauh - ths . . ) :
head wound? - . , . o o

DR, CLARK: I aosume S0;,yes,

Q. There i a rusor that Lyndon Johnson had a : l
heart attack and I weuld like to check that out. ' i

DR. CLERK: I have bo ' information,

. HR.'Hﬁnxs- don't believe these ge:tlemen were
in sttendance with the che Dr351dent

v Q. wbere was ha whan this was going on? )
MR, HAWKS:  That is not tha question you should . R
nuu to this doctor. " o o

) |

Q. Can you teil us where he iz?

MR, HAWKS: I c;n't now, but Ir, K.lduff will be
" availeble later and we will take tbose detailc %then,

¢. Ve can't bear you.

AT
1

=
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MR, HAYKS: They are asking where the Vice President
was, but I don't know at ibe moment, That iz not the proper
question to put to these gentlemen, They were busy with the
President at the time, . e

Q. Where was ¥rs, Kennedy?

an,

MR, HAWKS- I Lon't know that detzil either, As you, S
mignt suspect, we were all pbusy around here. -

Q, Can't we c1ear tbis up just a 1itt1e more? ,
In your estimation, was thera one or two wounda? Just g ve

us sometbing. i :
DR. PERRY: I don't know, From the iDJUFYJ'it is

.

HORE




//,///;;n091Vable that it could have been caused by one wound,

* bat there could bave been two Just as well if ihe second
bullet struck the bead in addition to stziling the necl, and
I cannot tell you tbat due to the nature of the wound. There
is no way for me to tell, - L. -

- e L 1 v e

.o e Doctor, describe the entrence vound. You:
think from tha front in the. throat? e

DR, PERRY: Toe wound appeared to be an entrance
wound in tbe front of the ihroat; yes, that 1o correct,’
The exit woumnd, I don't lmow, It could have besn the bhead
or “here couid have been = second wound of the head, There
was not time to determine thils at the particular instant,

Q. Would the bullet bave bad to travel up from
4+he neck wound io exit thxrough the back?

4 v ] .

. ‘DR, PERRY: Unleca it was deviated from its course
by striking bone or some other object,

Q. Doctor, can you give us your 2ges, please?

DR, PERRY:. I am 34,
_.Q. You are Doctox who}

DR, PERRY: P2erry. )

‘ )R, HAWKS: This is Dr., Malcolm Perzy, attending
surgeon, and this is Dr, Kemp Clark, chief oi neurosurgery
at +his hospital. ' I R

> -

Q. FHow old are you, sir?

DR.“éLARK: bﬁ,
Q. 1t that C-l-a-1-K7

DR, CLARK: Yes.,

. Q. Can you tell us whetber the gutopa§ will be
. performed bhere or elsevhere? 'S e ’

. DR. PERRY: I do not bave thatlinformat§on.;
ERy'HAWkB: I don't know either, -
.Q. Will there be one?
MR, HAWES: I-don't know that.

Q. Where is the President's‘body?

¥R, HAWKS: I couldn't tell you. .' I S ._f’“

Q. Was the President ever copscilous after_tha_
bullet struck bim? .

: DR, PERRY: No, not while I wa§ in attendance.,

MORE
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bleeding.

- Q. Fow much blood was used?

DR, PERRY:- I don't know. There was considerable

= -~ - . .
= s R .

.....Q. How soon did you ses him aZ»er he got in?

-Q; Did you have to send ior blood?

Q. Vbere?

DR, PERRY: From our Blood Bank,

DR, PERRY:. Blood was sent for znd obtained; yes.
. PN . o F

Q. BHere in the uospltal? ) < - .

- DR, PERRY: ere *n the hospiia ”
¢, "How mach wes, used? : o D e e

* DR, PERRY:H_I can't »ell you that.

- Q. How much blood? -

-

DR, PERRY- I don't know.

Q. . Doctor, were the last rite" per’ormed 1n the

Exergency

+told you,

‘pnirance,

Q.r Approximately what?

Roon? . . TN (I T ‘ '

DR PERRI- Yes.

'Q. Yes, they wore?

MR, HARKS: qu, they said they wa;e Kilduff
50, e e

Q. VWhich room was this? What is the rooni-n};e?

DR, PERRY: Emeraency Operating Roo: No. 1,

Q. How far from the door s that and which way?

. DR, KEMP: raioht in from the Eme;gency Room

at the back of the bhospital, approrimately 40 feet.

MR, HAWKS: Forty feet from the emérgsncy:eﬁtrance,:

-

Q The Iirst ilucr?

" DR, KEHP- The ground B,

. Q. How many dDCoOIS and nurses were in attendanca

et tha tima of death?

physicians at that tiwe.

DR. PERRY: There were at least eight or ten

- IORE

i
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o Q. At least eicht or ten physiciané?

. -

. -
‘.-v'_.- 4

 “Q. Dpid you thing bim mortallj wounded at the tima
you first examined him, or did you think there was no possi-
.~ biiiiy of Saving bis 1ife ai that pointr '

Dn. PERRY: No, £ did not
DR, CLABK:. Ho, gir, < . " d

Q, Did ybu say there were eight oz ten‘doctors or
cdoctors and nurses?

DR CL&RK E;sht or ten doctors,’
: Q. Can we get that straight, DOuhDr? Did you say
you did nof think there wag any possib*lity of gaving his
life when you first looked at bim? .-

DR. CLARK: Tha» *s what I sald; yes,

"R, FEow long bad he been,in before you saw'him, sir?
DR, CLLRK: Tnis I don't know because I was not
look 1ng et my wateb. © - 7 o~ o
S a Q. VWbo was the first doctor who Saw‘him,:and how
.. long before he got there? " i

a . . DR, CLARK: Jus% = matter of a few seconds,

DR. PERRY: I arrived there shorily after his
aduilssion, I can't tell you the exact time because I went -
‘immediately and be bad just been admitted end I walked in
the room, - I don't know the exact time, I was in guite =z
.hurryf ) ) : i .

. Q. Vere any mempers of the family of otbers in the
-room besides the doctors, in the Emargency I‘.oom? '

"DR. PERRY: I am afraid I was noi aware of that.
I was quite too busy to not*ce. - e : ‘

:MR, HAWKS: Ve will bave to get those’ details from Mac.

".Q. Do you have any new details aboul our plans,
what you are going to do? ) .
. MR, HAWKS: ~ I can't until I get a reading from you
fellows, For instance, you hava B new Preswdenn.

Q. Do wa? Was he sworn in? C R 2'-".”7‘*%

- , to get sworn im, .

; ‘MR, HWVES:; Well ha went somewhara
1 assume be is sworn in ai this time, but I wasgit i:t?;tunanCO-
Obviously, you are going to bave a nev Precident, 2

put it that way. :

I'ORE ' : ot
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";-j‘ W, uawus-' Thau is bk, T o tryine tu ‘find cut’ I

; Hac is with bim, trying to ‘et the details, and'he will -_-.'*
' call me or come in here; e will try to iind out i
. L .. . -".. ',.:.'-'.

v,.

DR PERRY- Can ve go now? @5""‘

THE PnEss- Thank you, Doctors.
EE S HR HAWKS: Your plans what do you want to do?

Q. First is there anything moze about Mrs Kennady?
VR, BLWKS: Le"s do some "Buppusinﬂﬂ becausa we
need some planaing forx your press plane, e
"Q. How about Mrs, Kennedy? Has “she gone back to
Ha*hlnguon, or is she 501n"? N - ...' N
: ER "HAWKS ¢ Thau *s what Mac is t*ylng to find out =
now, This takes a 1ot of doing.’

Q. Can wa stay hexre with tbe new President?

MR, HAWKS- Ii you want to stay here with the new
Dras1dent if he stays here, I don't know that bhe . is going '
to stay bere., That is why I want to "suppoSa" here for a
minute. . ,:u T R ey }21.‘

; Q. Let's put it on the basis of whati the new W g
Dresident does. If be SuaJS we stay, end if he goes, we go.

pon .t

MR. HAWKS: Suppose the body goeE bacL and tha new
President stays? Do soma of you want to stay, or go? ’

Q.f Stay with the new Presldent

TS0 up, HAUES:  AlL wight, that 15 whak T wanbed Ao

£ind out. .You know, there- are buses and planes and thinws K

- 1ike tbat, ; : SR oo -
: Q. 'I know I won'% be going back in zny.éése;.

Can'I get my luggage back bere? How do we get luggage on

the’ press plane off of thexe? N Y

.
.

MR, HAWES: If we deoids o spend the night bere,
wea willlget the 1uggage hexre, Don't worry about it.

Q, We have luﬁgage in the wire cax, but God
'knows where it is, . . o

Q. Where will the next briefing be, here or where?'

MR, HAWKS:; Right here, sn far as 1 know, This 1s
where Mec said he could come back to.

END
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