six A'yearé by' tﬁ‘ 'S
:Nat 'onai Segut

- Passman; (D‘La;) ahil ;o
-Cornelius. Gallagheﬁ(p J.J a0
ard Hanna (D-Calif’), . i
“The investigators 4ré, Probjng -all
}‘ations that these fivean
:other 'présent.and . former
meén—both Demoerats:
“tans—received latgh amoy
;g;r;xpensive ‘gits o£~

vacations,air

‘ish entertainment. mm pari end ot

.ers acting on
ean government...

£~ Investigators. have- alréady’ obtained;

“oluminous financial’ reeords -from
: Park and the ‘BBI. has.qu esti

PARK, From Al
.y

'€ sons close to several congressmen in-
" volved in the investigation. Suzi
# Thompson, 2 Korean-born aide to re-

 tiring House Speaker Carl Albert (D--

: Okla.) also has been subpoenaed by

 the grand jury, whicli granted her im-
7 munity from prosecution to compel
’: testimony from her.
\ The - investigators must: determme

whether cash and gifts allegedly re-
: ceived by any of the congressmen can
{ be tied to specific acts yerformed ‘by

WIS WAy

~ the congressmen, unlawfully in return.

§ Further complicating the investiga--
t tion are sensitive diplomatic questwns
! raised by the fact-that important in-"

.«n ¥

free ear. statute. of Himitations o
’1egality . of congressional campatgn
contributlons

g The allegationb,«-accordmg to “well:',

infornied sources, cénter- ‘around-infor- :
mation from intelligence sources that.

ng Korean President Park Chung’
"Heg agreed in the late:1960s to :make

Tongsun Park the prineipal intermedi--
ary: between American‘ suppliers and:;

ally. shxppedco ,oditi
In return, accordmg‘ {
»accoynt. of the. allegatx <,

Park -agreed to usé some, of,
b, "hls amnge ent t

§ Kotrean buyers - otvaroius mt tmn-
-4
{

+ formation about the alleged intent. of U8 e

‘Korean agents -under investigation

. was obtalned from “highly sensitive -.-

; intelligence sources” inside the ‘high-
+ ‘est levels of the South Korean govern-
ment in Seoul and its embassy here,

accordlng to government sources. In: :

. vestigators, the sources said, believe
' these “intelligence sources” may in: "’

"clude highly placed espionage agents.

_or wiretaps or electronic surveillance.
‘Intelligence officials reportedly feel
hat this information is so sensitive
at they would rather have the inves-
‘txgation limited than expose ¢urrent
lespionage techniques and personnel.
“ According to:fone. high -Justice De-
partment official; “intelligence “proto-:
cols leavé the ﬁnal decision on use of’
. this -infermaticn.fol the agency thaf.
| obtained it. One source stressed that
i the National Security Agency is not
;yet fully cooperating with the invssti-
¢ gation, and Justice officials’ reportedly
*suspect that the CIA’ also is not coop-
f,erating fully, oo
: - A Btate Department official - told
1The Washington ‘Post that his agency

qhad turned over all relevant; files in ' °

7 their possessmn to. the Justice Depart

H At

w ment i

A State Department spokesman told .

: ] The Washington  Post that “the policy

3of the State Department is to provide’
*to the Department ‘of Justice any in-,

*formatlon which comes to its atten- -

,tion indicating that violations of U.S.:

§1aw have oceurred. There has been no -

;exception in the current investigation.

“We have promptly provided every- -

+thing we have to the Justice Depan
;ment.” :

+ -An additional ‘concern of mvestxga-
+tors is that much of the cash allegedly

tdistributed by Park and others may

‘be explained by :recipients as cam-

paign contributions. Before 11975, ‘it .
!was not illegal fof a:foreign national -

o' make ‘campaign ‘contributions to_

-congressional candidates. There is

e

“iAmong other thi :
‘rean government was seeking to main-
- tain high laévels of U.S, military and

regime, keep the 42,000 US, troops

" presently  stationed In South'-Korea, *
and stem eriticism here of the inter-

% nal control methods “of ~the Park
. Chung Hee regime and its’ Korean
Central Intelhgenée Agency

Under ' the alleged:: arrangement’-

economic aid.to the Park Chung Hee .

with Park Chung Hee, according to -
the . soyrces,” Park . has allegedly re-

* ported directly to the 'South  Korean

* president :and? spread funds ' among
South Korean  agents: working ‘with

- him here. The scurees c2id- thet S0M@mwen

" of the information from intelligence
‘-sources about "this arrangement may
have included “boasts or lies meant to
inflate the . agents’ roles and cover
their embezzlethent of funds intended
for congressment.” -

.. Investigators  have: leamed that
. Park’has converted tremendous quan-
" tities of. his’ personal- and - business

funds to cash, In one month alone he .

reportedly wrote checks to “cash” for:

over $900,000;" ‘according to a source

close to the mvestigation

Park also’ has had regular ship-
ments of cash delivered by a private
.armored car ‘service fo his Enfbassy
““Row home and his Pacific Develop-
‘ment Inc. office 3t 1604 K Street NW,
Two shipments reported to the Wash-
" ington Post hy sources close to Park
totaled $50,000 and $40,000. .

An attorney for Park Robert it J.,
Ables, suggested'to a Post ré&porter in
farch 1976 that the cash might be
used-by Park, who. provides Korean
ship crews for an American oil com:

 pany, to pay merchant seamen, How-

‘ever; a source close ta Park's intema
tlonal ‘busmes

,.1»;».,‘;' el

!ctiwties sald that :




= ties, \‘orldwidev jet travel and the pur-

: Park pdid the seamen abroad and not’ .
_in U.S. currency: T
= In addition, ;the Justice Depastment:
. is.investigating allegations that Park -
violated the Foreign Agents Registra- -
tion ‘Act By not registering as an.’
* agent: of. the South Korean govern-

..ment with the Justice Department, Al-
hough Park attorney Ables.denied in ™
March, 1976, that Park served as a
‘South Korean “agent, Justice. Depart-
fient solirces said this part of ‘the.’
2 probe is continuing. Some
£ Ine;investigating ' several . congress-
. mern, the FBI is reportedly conducting:
s%net worth” inquiries to determine if
~any of the congressmen appearing {o
be living above their legitimate in-
.gcomes. . ... L - R
" According to another of Tongsua -
Park’s attorneys, William G. Hundley, .
_ Park denies all €lfegations of impro-
priety. . St e
Tongsun Park’s 'own ‘opulent lifes- - -
tyle—which includes several - expen-
sive homes, lavish Embassy Row par-.

ot

" chase Vof. his “own downtown office
building—has made him a Washington ¢
celebrity in recent yvears., R

_The 40-Year-old Korean-born gradu-+.

has been -in.the United States on and
y.off, since. his teens. Although . “he:
# toundsd the.Geerge Town Clvb here
1n the 1980s, he remained virtually un-
ally unknown in local social and polit--
known in local social and political
circles until the last five years. -
One newspaper society ‘page 'story.
“in 1970 said ‘that he had: recently - -
. “returned” here that year after going
‘Thome pyeviou’sly for an extended: pe- .
“riod to tend to his family business. :
Beginning then, he emerged - as “a-
male Perle Mesta,” by his own charac-
terization, entertaining increasingly .
important ‘political figures as he -
~.worked his way up the social ladder :
From entertaining congressmen, he-
graduated to congressional leaders
such, as House’ Majority Whip Tip
O'Neill, for whom he gave VIP-stud-
ded birthday partiesin both 1973 and
1974 : .
The ~importance of Park’s guests
‘and. guests of honor grew as his for-
tunes increased visibly. Former Attor-
ney General William Saxbe was hon/
ored at a lavish black:tie dinner given
by Park when Saxbe left to become
- U.S. ambassador to India. o
Among the guests were another
former attorney general, Richard
Kleindienst, who moved into Park’s
Pa’ciﬂg Deve{opment office building
) P . it $ )

.

w s -

ate of Georgetown. University here, ]

on K Street NW for a brief period
after leaving office, -y
According to a-former Park Em-
ployee, the arrangement was to have
provided the forimer attorhey general'
rent-free, office space and a $1,000-
monthly retainer fee, but Kleindienst .|
moved out soon after moving'in and .

. collected. gnly one month’s retainer. .

He returned a second month’s “check.
.. Kleindienst, ".claiming. . “attorney

_client . privilege,”. refused. ‘last night

to discuss his brief . asgociation with
Park.. “I’ am,. not-privileged to - talk
about our relationship” ‘Kleindienst
said, “Any comment on (those figures) -
wauld have to come from him.” .

- . Park himself -went from a rented

house: on 24th Street in 1970 to a $300,- .
000 mansion on-30th Street, and_has
sivicg*purpha;ed a mini-estate at 2850 .
Woodland Dr.'for $480,000, .- = . -
His automobiles include. a Lincoln
limousine, a nély Jaguar, & new Mer

_ cedes and a new Rolls Royee. .~ .

. RINEEENY

. Park's K Street NW office building

was purchased two years ago for $350, -,
000 and-remodeled .for another $44." |
~Within the last year, he has ‘in- .
vested at least $350,000, according to. '
some sources, 'in_the mémbers-only_
Pisess Club in Georgetown ‘which has*s

s

become a - status 'gathering place 0r ™

politicians, lobbyists and sogial lead- -
ers, .’ et e T AR
£ park's ovettiires’of *friendship pre-.:
bitated 8 trdgedy for.:First Lady -
Betty Ford's personal assistant, Nancy.: g
Howe, when Mrs. Howe’s husband, ,
James W. Howe, conimitted suicide s:

" 4nd she resigned her White House job

after it became known-that Park paid, '

for their vacation in the Dominican

Republic. . » R
Sources close to the Justice Depart-

ment lawyers supervising the Park in-"
vestigation emphasized it was still in

_its early stages. Due to the complexity .-

of the case, statute-of-limitations prob-

*-Jems, and the sensitivity of the intelli-

gence sources, no decision on whether
to seek to indict anyone i¥ expected
for several months, -according to the
sources. L .. )
‘According to departmental sources,
each case could be different. .Some
congressmen are alleged to have- re-:
ceived bribes and others illegal cam-.
paign - contributions from- agents for:
foreign principals. Others are being
probed for possible income tax viola- .
tons 5. 5w # . i
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: allefations he gave gifts to congressmen aré under nvestigat
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