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. GOV. EDWIN W. EDWARDS
- 7. .. rice “coup” aided campaiFn' i
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sy~ PARK, From A1

‘the American fice on the
" open market for a profit.

" Edwards _acknowledged

. that his wife received a gift
" from Park—a Korean, lac-

quered and inlaid mother of
pearl tablé, valued at at
least $1,000—after the rice
sale.. Another source said

Park also made a Lincoln .

limpusine available to Ed-
wards in Washington on one
occasion after the sale.

In addition, federal auth-
roities in Louisiana recently

- received an allegation that |

Park paid $20,000 in cash to
Edwards’ campaign in late
1971. The source of the alle-

‘ gation asked The Washing-

tox Post that his name not

_be used because of possible

danger to him or his family.
The Internal Revenue

: Service and the Justice De-

partment have been induir-

-ing into all contributions to

and : expenditures’' ‘of Ed-

wards’ gubernatorial cam-’

paign for some time.
“Park did not return sev-

s s
écond o?tz?o articles - “ r6a to get su sldlzﬁfederal oa
.buy most . of ‘Louisiana’s - unsold su,
By Dan Morgan : “plus rice in early:1971.

?uunmn Post Statt Writer
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usin ~ eer.”
chﬁanto/ Louisiana .and 'madey what o D e i
" then-Rep, Edwin ' W. Edwards believed - 1o ian, rice farmers and helped pro-*
Zlasﬁ gn iizﬁfer gg{) ;’ n'ﬁ{’fﬁif::ﬁ;gﬁn pel Edwards into’ the. governor’s' man-
- to Edwards’

: Specifically, the Iouisia:na governor

denied that there could ‘have been. an;
' connectmn between . theqoffer and Ed--
~‘wards' central role while still a eon-:

gressma.n in- arranglng for-

éral telephone calls. A per- |

" 'son answering his phone in
. Washmgton last week said
‘the 'Korean was travehng

abroad.

His lawyer, Robert J.
Ables, said in Washington:
“Based on past conversa-
tions in. a general context,

Mr. Park has said he has not -

made cortributions to politi-
cal candidates. I can’t go be-
yond that ¢

The period involved was

two. to “three years before
Congress passed legislation
in 1974 making it a crime
for any foreign national to.
even. promise to make a
contribution to any U.S.
élection campaign, unless he
has been lawfully admitted
as a permanent resident of
the United States.

Park’s role in the 1970-
1971 -efforts to transfer the

surplus American . rice to
i .

- withheld, Park .accompan-

_ rice deal.

:growers,” . the retlred Offl-v*
.cial said. ‘1

.that he recalls Park being

"‘ceptlon for the vxsmng con- .

Edwards called the K ean purc se A

The sale
braked-a decline in the prices paid ‘to

sion; several of hls closest po}itical as- -
g:.; . socjates sald. - , _
'x These. associates said it 'was an inb- i

pertant, factor -in his victory, by: 4,488
votes, in the, Dec:;18,:1971; Democrati
- funoff,; against J." Bepnett

South Ko -

‘gressmen’ in ' Seoul. “How-:
ever, he said he: still as-'!
.Ssumes Park. was, . umn-
volved” in :the' transaction.
On March 21, 1972, an
agency of the’ Korean gov-

South’ Korea is ‘still a sub-’
© jeet of controversy among
those ' involved. m the ar-
‘rangement. EREN o 1 "emment in a letter to an

Amencan rice. - exporting -
firm' asserfed that Park had
once again, as in the past,
-agreed to serve:as an “inetr-
in Korean rice

According to a- retu-ed*
U.S. foreign aid . official,
‘who insisted his name be

ied . Edwards and Rep. Otto
E. Passman (D-La.) to the-
American Embassy in Seoul
‘when " the two legislators
arrived in the Korean capi- ;
tal in late 1970 to urge the
government to agree to the

The letter from the Re- -
public . of Korea's office of
‘supply- in: Séoul, also as: |
serted ‘that Park’s “service |
will be required for all. our ¥
rice trade with the' Unite
States in the’ future.”,’l‘he
document was made &vail- |
able to - .The  -Washington :
Post at the U.S, Depart- -
ment of Agmculturé‘ ich |
objected -to “the -‘arrafige- :
ment in an April, 1972, let- -
ter to the Korean ‘agency. ;

.In the interview, Edwards -
said -he had. no knowledge
that Park had ever: repre-
sented: the Korean govern-
ment in any transactions.

Aenieioni

“Affer they cime into the
embassy, Park said he was. .
an agent for both the South-
ern and California rice

Edwards said during an in-
terview at his governor’s |
mansion. at Baton Rouge |

present - at an embassy re-

RoranBr, i



g T
nwﬂﬂwnwa actjvities in Louisi-
ana after the rice transfer
Ecamn an’ apped

g:ﬂaa E.muu..no owouam
#;Crowley, La.,:rice “mill

2 ! Edwards: . supporter,. |

night there, * .
W,Uonm said  that 90 :mxn
: y, after-a visit to a “sweet

“.at”a press ‘conference - in

; ﬁucﬂmﬁ at the ‘Louiiana "

. State: University ‘rice: QGmH
mBmuﬂ station. : -
iJohn B. Breaux, a’ mS.BQ.
Fdwards aide, was E:ﬁun
"¢ for his- boss’ -0ld House seat.
in the rice-growing 7th Con-’
] nwammmonu_ Uaﬁon at’. the
“ time. .-
~‘Breaux, ‘who . ﬂ.w mcgm.
quently elected,” - recalled
Park’s saying at ‘the -meét-
' ing - that . Breaux . would
:B»Wm
.man,”
noumuomm_ozﬁ aspirant’s roleé
in helping’ Edwards and
‘; Passman mumgmmn Ea 5..3.
-1971 rice deal:”

The Crowley- UEE Qm:&
in: its report of the event,
quoted Park’s umeHEum, of
the rice.'deal: “It is cus-
8 ary to say that it takes

s .-%in this case”

uss the matter R

4 ,ﬁ. inF the %ama

ance  at

ecutive Gordon- Uona. an
and.
UmBonnn»S nﬁauﬁman _.m.,

-potato plant, Park »E.m»nmn R

a good congress- .
and mentioned, the':

- REP. OTTO. E. PASSMAN
.« . rejected jewelry

casion, . while Dore was in
~Seoul as a member of the.

advisory board .of the-U.S.

Export-Import Bank, Park:
Eunw him his guest. :

"Dore said that his bill at
the Chosun Hotel was. paid.

by what he assumes was
“one of T.S.’s [Park’s] com-
E::om >

:sﬁg I saw EB _,.m.wwE

‘back in the States, I said,

‘Thank you very much mow
the hotel.’ He acknowledged

. conwaob Park. cmmnmn EB

mnmmmeum office;.in - Wash-

" Passman mEn that on one

fngton, - Passman' -said-_he

-, called in two aides .and re’
" jected the gift In; the aides’
) E.mmgoo
", Gov. Edwards-said -he had '
~rejected Park’s
campaign help because Park
“ig a difficult man to say’
:no to and I didn’t want him
- .camping on my doorstep,” :.-thi
.Spehding proposals—includ-™
,-ing money measures for the

offer. of

Edwards said the offer was
made between September
and December, 1971, ’

. Edwards said he - ..&n 52

‘».m& anything mEBnmu. was’

involved.” - PR
Edwards said he had .uwmu

introduced to Park in Wash- "~

ington by former Democratic
Rep. David Pryor, now gov-

.ernor' of Arkansas, Pryor,
whose state is' & leading’
-rice ' producer, said. Park -
was & “friend,” but added

that he had “never discuss-
ed anything of a business
nature” with the Korean.
The origin of the 1870-
1971 Trice loans’ to  Korea
was a period of slack de-

_mand for the .commodity.

el
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Sn States,  prices paid
to

um_nnnma Fa vm»onm mcgm
; Ooumnmmm. a R
Hmsmaw ‘sald he then en-

;.Euncm the aid of :Passman, '
..chpirman of the House Ap- ,
" - propriations '’ subcommittee

handies.: foreign aid

u?mm ,ccwEm countries of Asia,
,Smw_zumsu. .Edwards and
Pgdssman went to, Seoul in
late 1971, .-

- “Passman had the deck in
Em hand because. of his
“nw»WEwumEv of Ithe sub- ~
”835589.. said a- Louls-

iana dno Emﬁs ou.x:.,

ti

Sanm io ‘s former
,,d . foreign aid official; the
noumawmmawnm Emmmmmm to
thé top Korean officials they
saw in Seoul was, “You get
a‘request for credits in and
welll take care . of: Go fi-
ESnEm SO

Hb:mmwnbw farmers Eos& :

" and turned the sale around.”

.,,B_mua«.
i with  President Nixon - for

-buying - the

As a result of meetings in

.Us.m said " that, at ﬁ_umw.

time, Korea had planned to-
“buy 400,000 tons of rice from

. - Japan, ga Passman ‘put the .

old Bouow Bﬁw&m on them.

Passman said‘ he- subse-
discussed a pla

mE»ng the sale of 400,000
tons of American -rice to.
South Korea through credits

“of the Food for Peace pro- .

gram and an :E_m:E $31
million “development Homu
to Korea to be used for
‘surplus rice.
Nixon backed the m._.ovou&
Passman said.

Of the total ricé provided,
some 150,000 tons came from
Gulf Oowmw states, and the
troublesome - Louisiana rice
surplus disappeared in a few
months.

By the time of the u.mw
1, 1972, governor’s election
E boEmmam the price of a
100-pound. bag had moved
up to $5.40, and in late 1973
it hit a record $16.80.

_ .The Louisana State Board
of Commerce and Industry,
whose members are appoint-
ed by Edwards, subsequeritly
picked Passman’s nephew,
Stanley Passman, to be di-

- ‘Korean macwmmw channels in
. /discussing rice business be-,
“tween the two. . nacuqmmu.
‘but started to talk to Park: :
“after word reached .me wm.w
was a very. powerfnl man,”
_after they 35 e _.a better

rector of comimerce and in
ncms for ‘the state, . .:

_Passman  said _5 Ad still
LENN_& by! Park's role.” if
: any, in anw ”ﬂusmwnacarw%
cluding  the- ﬂ.s&m_ﬁ_« :
fianced transaction.” .
The noamummmawu ‘said ,um,
‘once. sought to go. s:.ozwr

K

wmmmaun mﬂn he - 8:5
not recall who advised EB
of Park’s alleged power, u:?.,
he conceded that Park often:
is present s_—m:/ Americanay;
Korean ‘matters E.m &unﬂmm.
ed. -

“If 1 go to m:nm»z school -
I see Mr., Park — Wherever

I go I see Mr. m&.w,.. Pass- "

man said, - *

Edwards said he was :

‘aware that Park was in the
rice ccmﬁmmm but still feels:
the Wogﬁu is a mystery. -

“I neyer - pegged. him,”
Edwardsisaid. “I still don’t®
know iwo he was — ogﬁ. I
than a ES fellow.” :
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