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%#& of two articles
By Ronald Kessler
‘Washington Post Staff Writer B

* Tongsun Park, a South-Korean busi
nessman .who regularly entertains

.

Hm.-.-ma..- to Seoul -womm-lo

many of the top leaders:of the U.S..

mo<ma§m=n,wmonoo».ssmium&n.u
most accomplished power brokers. ©~
Park’s parties' were attended by Ger-
: was_Vice Presj-
w ent; and Park recently hosted ” func-
itions for former Attorney General Wil
‘liam B.” Saxbe and House Majority

¢
{

iLeader Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill Jr. (D-.

:Mass.). v .

" Although Park is on a firstmame ba-
. gis with many of Washington’s most
. powerful political figures, many of his
" activities have remajned a mystery.

% Park presents himself as a wealthy
....\..ncmmummmme,smﬁr interest in shipping,
“oil and rice. He and the South Korean
© government deny that he is a repre-
- sentative of Korea, or that he has any
_official connection with it.

If Park boasts Korea in his visits
with members of Congress, it it only
because increased 'American aid to
Korea. would indirectly benefit & his

- businesses there, he has told acquain-
tances. , S
According to others who have dealt
© with him, Park parlays connections,
‘money and parties into more power
% and money and acts as an influential
: .Nowno. of the Korean lobby in Washing-
on. El L
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by American
dealt with

-
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Washington:
‘businessmen who have
him in confidential rice
transactions that he has identified’
role .as  acting- as a representative: “of
the Korean mcﬁgq:ga. S

San Francisco Mayor Joseph Li.%Al
ioto, who also'serves as a lawyer:for i
California’s largest rice cooperative;
told the Post’ that Park told him he’.
was going to be the “agent” for-the,
Korean government in rice transac-.
tions.. | i .

Park subsequently told the coopera-,
tive, the Rice Growers Association of
California, that he “knew the govern-
ment people over.thereincluding.the.
Korean CIA and the president,” ac-
cording to Robert W. Freedland, execu-
tive vice president of the cooperative. ;

“Freedland said the cooperative ha
previously been unable to sell rice to
Korea either-in commercial transac-
tions or in the U.S.financed Food for
Peace program because its “agent had
been unacceptable’ to the Korean: gov-
ernment. C

“After the cooperative began payin;
commissions to Park, Freedland said,
“He solved the problems.”: . - . o

An executive of another:firm -said.
Park told him at Park’s home:in Korea:
that he was “in -charge of rice procure-
ment for Korea, and we would have to
deal with him.” .. . I

Like others interviewed, ‘the execu-:
tive said ‘he-did not want to be identi-

Post has been told [ fied because of \féar of economic o

r
‘hysical retribution by the South Ko-
rean government,” .
'In 1972, ‘the administrator of the
“§outh Korean department that buys
‘rice told an ‘American firm that “ ..
‘his (Park’s} service will be required for
-all'of .our vice trade with the United
‘States. in thie future,” according to a
- copy: of. the - administrator’s letter on
. file with the Agricuiture Department.
.’ This year Park told American Rice,
Inc., the- largest rice cooperative in
. Texas, that he was buying $8 million
worth of rice from the cooperative for
" the. South, Korean government, said
Ralph S. Newman, general manager of
. the cooperative. J :
Newman- said he has a mailgram

from Parks’s -lawyer -eonfirming that
: Park would “grrange final shipping de-
“tails with the Korean'government, on
- whose behalf he is acting in his trans-
action .. ."” Park’s ‘representation was
confirmed by-a second source..

An execitive of another large Amer-
_ican firm said Park told him, “If you = <
don’t ‘work with me in Korean rice,

- you'll have problems.” .

The executive, who asked not to be
identified, said, “Park says if you don’t
deal ‘with' me; I'll clobber you in Ko-
rea.” - : . s

clined repeated requests for

' Park ¢

" an interview. His lawyer, ‘Robert J.

" Ables, said Park “categorically denies”
" See PARK, Al6, Col. 1
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Tongsun mﬁ.w,lgtau through connections, money, parties. .




PARK, From Al

having served as a South Korean
agent.

}Refemng specifically to the Korean
administrator’s letter the use of Park’s
services in the rice trade, Ables said
the letter suggests that the Korean
agency “had very high regard for Mr.
Park’s knowledge and experience in

marketing problems and about the Ko-

rean people’s preference in rice and

sought to utilize his expertise as an ad-

viser Lo . )
Because the letter referred to Park

“as_the head of his own private com-

pany,” the letter made clear that he

was serving “in a private business ca-

pacity,” Ables said.
- However, Ables said that when the
Agriculture Department questioned

Park’s role—described in the letter as . .
being that of an “intermediary”-—the *

South Korean government “withdrew
its request that Mr. Park serve in this
capacity and the matter was dropped.”

" Referring to comments by business-

mén who have dealt with Park, Ables .

said in a letter:

“Certainly something more than
comments from business competitors
is required to underpin your assump-

tions, particularly as these comments,

as I understand you, were not given in
an saffirmative complaint but in re-

spoihse to questions by a representa-
tive of The Washington Post, with all -
that such inquiry from that source im- |

plies these days.”
To many of Park's friends, the 40-

yéaroid bachelor is a afi of tiste’and ~ ™ :
‘said he owned about 28 oil tankers. His'

charm, a gracious host, and a promoter

of good will between the American

and South Korean people.
“F-Xnow of no dealings he has w1th
the government; I know of no dealings

- he. has with the Hill; I know of no cam-

paign contributions he has given; and 1

was chairman of the Democratic Con-’
gressional Campaign Committee. He

has hever asked me for a single thing,”
said Rep. O'Neill, whose press aide
says Park regularly visits O’Neill to
push for American aid to South Kerea.

“T think Park is one of the outstand-
ing men I've met,” says Peter J, Ma-
latesta, deputy assistant secretary of
commerce. “His word is his bond.”

U.S. District Court and Superior
Court - records in Washington show
Park has been sued a dozen times for
alleged nonpayment of bills and loans,
for allegedly writing a bad check, and

allegedly reneging on a contract.
" The allegations of unpaid obligations -

have ranged from a $225 bill for sand-
ing a floor to a $5,163 charge on his
airline credit card to -defaulting on a
$100,000 loan from a Virginia bank.
Court records show that most of the

-suits, two filed as recently as last year,

were either withdrawn or settled out
of court, while others have resulted in
judgments against Park and attach-
ament of his bank aecounts.

-Park’s lawyer, Ables, said the smts
vere filed earlier in Park’s business

career-. and were |, genera]ly for
“comparatively" small amounts. o
Ables said Park was sued “n l.us ca”

pacity as head -of his organization—as -

with the Georgetown Club—rihuch like

a cabinet officer or head of a govern-

ment agency is named when the law-
suit is aimed at the ongamzatlon and

not the individual.”? e

All but one of the sults name elthet

Park alone, or Park and one of his com- |

panies, Suter’s Tavern, Inc., which op-

erates the Georgetowr Club a private,

club in Washington."

shipping adviser, Milton G. Notting-
ham Jr., said recently that he believes

‘‘the figure is” closer ‘to two, although

nobody contends Park is poor.

Park and his brother are majority |
shareholdersof Miryung Songsa Co., a -

Korean distributor for Gulf Oil Corp..

‘The brothers inherited the ﬁrm from

their father, . @ -~ AT
Gulf was recently revealed to have' '
paid $4 million to South Korea’s ruling

political party to. protect the™compa- -

ny’s assets in_ Korea.

Park’s brother .aléo owns Pan Ocean
Bulk Carriers Ltd., which owns some
20 Ships; Tncluding tankers financed by
Gulf and leased back to it and vessels

- ‘used in part to transport rice under

the Food for Peace program.

Park himself owns several additional
South Korean firms, known as the |
yung ,Group, which engage.in unport-
iﬁg‘mm"?xpomng, shipping consultmg
and service as agents. R

Park has been entering the Umted
States for extended visits either for
pleasure or business 'since 1952. He
owns a $275,000 home in Washington;’

at %;u_suh_w., a small office
building at 1604 X Street N.W., and

was recently reported to be negotiat-
ing to buy the Sheraton Carlton Hotel
with a partner, C. Wyatt Dickerson,, "
‘By miost, accounts, it was Park’s’ deci-
sion .to .operate the elegant George-

'BamesyJohnsons \yedding‘ aud many

-place- in the ‘elub’s" low-ceiling. dining

: .- | room, pandled with 17th Centumrhand-
Tn a Post intefview in Marcn Park -\ carved Sparish wood, "L

r I

The private club has about 400 mem-".

bers, rents space from Park's Suter’s’
Tavern under a 39-year lease, and re-

other maJor social ‘events have,taken

~The chib’s members’ have included

. Presidents Eisenhower and : Ford, as-
| well as members of Congress, Cabmet i

officers and .Supreme Court justides, -

according to 1ts manager Norman L.

Larsen. L
Park has explmned hls partles -at the ;

- club and at his opulent, Oriental hsme
. complete with -$32,000 stereo set, by .

saying he is grateful for the wealth he
has acquired..
- “Everybody:thinks I have an: ulterior
motive in giving parties," Park told
The Post in March. 3
I frankly like to have parties. for .(
my friends. ¥ is a privllege to be the
catalyst in bringing people together.” .
“Park -has a subtle 'way, of showlng
you his photo . album wltll thé ‘presi- -
. dent of Korea on one side and Hubert
Humphrey ‘on . the other.” sags .an
Ame.ncan business, exe¢ut1ve (An.‘ aide
*to Humphrey “said “the Senator's only .
contact with Park has been attendasnce . ]
at one of his parties) P
‘What is known’about, the favorsex-’
tended by Park to the family of Napcy
. ‘Howe, a former.-assistant ' to .Betty
1?617&: is not inconsistent with Park’l
attempts - to -garner mﬂuence
who know Park say. ' % :
‘Mrs. Howe’s husband ﬂ mes W
mitted suicide in April after it bégame
known that Park had acted as"host for
overseas travel ot the Hnwe family Be-
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Fope e
: Thé.
’»-'«Graywﬁstate tha.t Gray,

. Qﬁlee many "of : Tongsu.n
Park's ~ business “icﬁviﬂes,.

the identities of the: direc- - -~ But Gray, Vw‘ho is some- Korth, Hanna, ‘Park “and’

tors the identities, of the di ' times seen at parties escort- - Larsen were present.

o ing ‘Rose Mary Woods, for- ) “'RobertK Gray and F;‘ed
\orth stated they}‘did not
o scontinué “as” diree

5 Invorve ‘ this year when Korth men- "2 to resign,”:
"W" 1§ invoived ‘tionéd he had-just found out "7 wTheir resignations were ac-

‘in the ‘Food for’ Peace rice \ e was listed as a director. *eepted and. they left the_

and wheat business to Ko: Acoording to correspond- meeting.”
rea, acts as.an agent for U.S
firms doing business in Ko- Gray, Gray told’ Park jin a . Park, Larsen,” Hanna and
-rea.and, develops business - “>etter Jan. 30, “Not only have i Miltos” G.”-Nottingham ‘I

ventures in -the- nited ..I never agreed. to serve on f,.v:‘;ﬁa’mmmed as’
' - a new director. Nottingham

States. ]
b*q:i oratingrecords‘in 1 . , s l:i shipping adi;iser tofP
Pistrict, Whefe tiie Comp : n nd._yice:president;of an
was: lc:'eorporated in~ s g&’" meeting. ‘of. the board ne theF ~Bafk  comafiany;
1ist its directors as Robert - "béen asked to do so... To be . Star’ "Navigation-Cb.

- Gray; ~-who  hea ¢ “frank, I had- not even heard ﬁm—acts—zﬂhtp'ﬁfng agen

hinetsn oftfide‘of HIll & “of; the corporate nampeuntil
wit m_rﬂa ‘o recent conversation with-* B

nutes,,provxded by o
the mmutes becausq_he un- v
,derstood the -matters re-‘

ence ‘made  available by The minutes are signed by..

ported by - them had’ been

_-the’
among the partles. .
I 8K, wouldn't say the meet-

o

5ubj ect of agreements

didn’t take ;:lace," he |

said, He, said it 1s fot un-}
,,QommOn for -8 . small bugi-
“*ness. to prepare’ such - min- .4

utes ‘éven though directors
“may not be physically pree-

the

‘Asked if -he -was sayinga

meeting ' did . not . take

place, Nottingham sald “I

Tve eaid enoug

n the matter of dlrectors,

mismﬁl 5 certam ;




