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'Mrs, Harina Oswald Borter . 9/13/9%

1850 FH 550
Rockwall, TX 75807

Dear Marina,

YTour call did not cost me sleep, but it did take the time I'd have spent writing
early this morning because I was able to sleep a little later. So, when I left for my
carly mofning walking I did not have my work on my mind and it turned to what you want
to do. An idea came to mind that I will at least begin to go into, I have an 8 a.m,
dgntal appo:'i.ntment and today is a voting day. Then I'll have the mail to take care of.

I do not let it accumulate., So I may be interrupted several times in writ:.ng, thise.

In trying to think about what you can take to court, not being a lawyer I am
limitéd. But something did come to mind that I'll now ordly indicate beBause going into
rgﬁ-l of it will take nuch time in writing and wbuld require that you know what 1 think
you do not know. I begin by telling you a story as a means of illustration.

lany years ago L learned, in simplest form, that if the front door is locked, try
the back door. It is by means of this thinking that I got documentary proof that Lee
hdd to have had the high security clearances as a Marina that I report in Oswald in New
Orleans. I think that this jomEd can provide a.nothe.r back door, for you. But it will
reguire a dependable lawyer and one who will have the time to learn what he or she would
have to lear® and then not be one vhose mind is contaminated by either the longing to
solvey the crime, vhich is close to impossible, or the multitude of theories all of which
can be refubsd in verying degrees. |

In 4hiadd ng of this another possibility came to mind. “This one has to do with the
aber thy Commiscion said it had been told Lee had as some kind of intelligence operative,
in the veport it got for the FBI. The Commission knew that the nwdber it used, S-172, vas
not the right nunber. The right number my original records of which were stolen from me
but of which + have a copy now, vas 110669, The right number, that is, as the Commission
tas told., The reporter who made the wrong number up became a friend of mine. He will not
réspond when I ask him about the right number.

S0, if and vhen you can come up here, and i hope the college will invited you, remem-—
ber these two things for use to go into, the poss:.bilit:.es presented by the security
clearance and, Qhe number, If it is possible for you to come, ¥ think you should _b.rn.ng your
own tape recorder and tape what we talk about and use our copierieto make and have copies
of what you may be able to use. I have no selfish interest in this and you can have the
only tape.

Something else came to m:.nd that I see no immediate means of using but perhaps in
the future this can change. in any event, you should know about it,

J. Bdgar Hoover,for all the big talk about him, was really close to hysterical over
the assassination and kept telling President j.ohnson utter nonsense. One of his crazy
ideas is that you would try to flee the counti;y. The FBI does lets of illegal wiretapping.
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I've caught it in some. But with the assassination doing that was too ris:k;v. So although
he hated Barl Warrren Hoover had lunch with him and talked Warren into the need to tap
your pH “one. So, the attorney general ga.ve permission based on Warren's desire. The FBI
bedicves it does not need any authority to & bug, place microphones in a home. They did
that to your home before you moved in.

T do not now go into all their lies to withhold this stuff but I did Yearn about it
and I did get the Dallas files on it. They have tricky numbers intended to deceive. There
are two, 6641313 and 66-13134, .

When * learned frem their records the kind of personal information they picked up
and used I refused to accept copies of the tapes. If I had, they would have had the ex~
cuse to let others have them. A3 you can see, although they did not l:.ke you, they have
not dared do that.

They even taped you conversations with you lawyer. What can be embarrassing to you
is your conversutions with your gﬁmen friends, fhcluding about your dreams.

They had @ van near your house and sgents in it around the clock. That is where
they made the tapes and notes. I have the notes but 4 have no clear recollection of
their content,

Now L have to‘:’stop for a little while but what I do not want to forget is that if
the college does give you an invitation, it will be with all the mogectims you could
want and they'll probably think of protdctions for you that you will not think of. I
have alf'eady discussed this with my*dear oid the history professor L mentioned to
you. He teaches a course on the politics of adsassination, not a whodunit, and is well
familiar with the subject.

Some of the people with whom you have been dealing, van present prol;lems to you.
Li%toﬁ and Livingstone are enemies, yet the Baltimore cop, Richard Waybright, who works
for Livingstone, also works for Iifton! He is also a thé‘if, having stolen from me for
Lifton. Lifton himself is a thgif, and the kind who brags about it. I have what he
wrote someone else about how he was going to steal a good print of the Zapruder film
from WBC-TV and then the letter in which he boasted of doing it. Each has his own
agenda. From what some of Lifton's silly followers have written, he has shifted to now
supporting the Warren commission. Livingstone actually belleves all his craziness. And
he is not exactly straight in the head anyway. . )

You can accomplish nothing with peeple like them, not in your own interests.

If do not regard the efforst I am making or you want to meke as futile. If the effort
is not mdde nothing can happen. If I did not really. believe it is impiwrtant to make a

record$, becamse unless. it is wet made it cannot be used, I would not be working as I sdksgiass::

have been since my 1989 heart operation to make as much of a record as I can, to have
it on paper for others to use, if and when that time comes, I do notYhink it is imy —
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pocsible, much as the odds are against it. Otherwise, old, frail and ill'as I am, I
would be talin - it easy and doing things to enjjoyp them. I do not enjoy what I dod
but it is satisfying because I am confident it is worthwhile. I regret that I do naot
have more time for it.

There is also something else to keep in%mind, what is success and what is
failure. 1 believe my greatest success was a failure. FBI corruption in mne of my
earliest Freedom of Information (FOIA) lawsuits lost that case for me. But Congress
ckted that case as r& quiring the amending of FOIA in 1974 and because of it FBI, UIA
and other agency records like them becm@\e available, I lost that Ilgwsuit but won a
uuch more important victory. 4s a result of which I refiled that suit and did get
some of the recordd thalt had been denied me by that corruption. ’

(9n this you may want to remember, and L do £o into it in Post Mortem, that not
from the FBI but from the successor to the Atoyic Bneggy Commission, I got proof that
lee had not fired a rifle that day.

I go into these things for, your understanding, including of what is smM success,

I filed a lawsuit to make the FBJ give me its records without charge. I could not
pay for them. I was lucky to get an honest judge. I asked my lawyer to do more than
ask for free copies of the records. I had trouble persuading him but when i ingisted
he did what on the face seemed ridiculous. I asked the judge to not allow those records
to be given to the press before I had copies. I asked for a temporary restraining order.
Iy arguing that I said that unless I had the récords to be able to respond to questions
by the press the FBI would use the disclosure of those records as a media event.

That was a man-bites—-deg story, the one who had done most cand fought hardest to
have the records released demanding th&t they not be. I did not expect the judge to

give me that but in making that demand + served two purposes. One was to draw attention
to it, and tf}at worked, and the other was to give the judge something to deny me vhile
he gave me what I wanted, those records free. 1t also made him look more impartial. And
it worked. If I had not pulled that stunt no reporter would have been there.

Until you hear from the college, if you do, I encourage you to think about what this
all did to you, how you were itreated and mistreated, the kidd of life it mean for your
and for gour daughters, how you came to and were able to live with it, raise them and
go on with your life. %ese are I think the kinds of things sociologists are interested
in and what they cang learn from them an have considerable value for other people. It
will also serve to make an important part of the history a matter of record. Aside
from whatﬂ it can mean for you, it can mﬁn much for your grandchildren and their
children and so on forever. And in time #° can have meaning in what you)’:ant to do and
I think despite the odds can be done aend yet will.«l*l-a
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I hope yoi can see that when the front door';is Jocked we can sometix:nes go through
the back door, as L have several times.

But in order to be able to do something it is necessary to use an approach that can
get media attention. I am not now talking about whatm/does any real or lasting
good, the supermarkej’ tabloids or their TV equivalentsQne means of doing that is to
embarrass the government over its dishonesthes in a way that can get the'right kind
om attention. *t is not impossibles

In thie I am not talking about your appearance at the local college if they ask
that of you. I think more important is sociologists talking to you and making a record
of it. But if they invite you to speak, and this was what the professor said immediately,
it should be limited to the college audience, mostly yo{mg women, and ‘t'hat any questions
should be screened. That is to say that before you answer any question those that are
nutty or about the assassination are eliminated,

If they invite you as a speaker they pay for that.

Tou may also wont to think about whether, when it is controlled like this, you may
wvant it not limited to the stu(f:ents. I believe your personal story should out, not
l‘ﬁ:\isted and for special purposes, like Priscilla h ad, but what [ indicate above. I think
it is quite possible that for that, where no silly or embarrasing questions can be used
and all about the assassination, about which you know nothing id eliminated, it can help
with what you want to do, It should and III think it would ereate sympéthy for you mnd for
what all this meant to you as a woman, as a wife and as the mother of young vhildren. It
vould zims also make it clear that everything was wrong, very wrong. And that can serve
a2s a beginning for what you want to doe.

If this become possible, and if you have never spoken before a live audience before,
that is nothing to worry about.What you will be talking about is what you know very well.
Igf you are just yourself and talk as you would in a normal conversation, that will do very
well. You can write it out or what would be better, just have some notes on what you would
vant to say so you.do not Emmxx forget those things ari)d'ibe yourself,

There are things you can properly say nothing ‘ébout. The Martin bsuiness, the Willard
Hotel part, for example. The FBI spied that out and used it as a club against the Secret
Sorvice. The wiretapping and the bugging you can use wihhout going into all the content.
I can give you copies of the reports from which you can select those you may want to use.
Iou are wetcome to all of them for your own refords. The FBI's records on how they
pressured yomen not trusting the local mmigra’ca.om/people and bringing a special
one down from Hew York, T hat in particularaof this kind of dn.rty gtuff can help make it
clear that they had a réason for such bad behavior and that the reason was they wanted
all the support they could manufacture for the phony story that became the official line
when (joover decided the day of the assassinktion that it Was—}n—a Iee and Lee alone-
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before any investigation at akl, I have a record in which he said x=kt that.
There is?sometlﬁng else f learned years ago, that the wesk do not survive attacks
by the stong if they only try to“defend themslves. They have to find ways of taking the
initiative and then doing it. I'Ye given you a few examples of this and “there are many
more, But when 1 was broke and in debt I 4id get all those_mrecorda witnhout charge
and the lav vas amended in part over what = héJ/ione to make all those records availabl®
then and since then and at the time that was in court the l)epzs'.:rtlnent of Justice had what
called itself the "Vet Weisberg" crew of six lawyers.And they lost. (They then shifj;ed

to even dirtier things in secret but what I got speaks for itself about the putcome., )

I# do not know if you will hear from the colleg'e. Jly history professor friend, Dr.
Gerald licKnight, will propose it to the sociology department. I do not know any of the
professors in it. But the president of the college is a remarkable woman who is also a
director of the Varnegie fund for education, ‘among other things. She is retiring in -:1'une.
Phorkew Hor name is Yr, Martha uhurch. The vice presidant, also a wonderful woman, :;.s
Dr, Barbara “etrick. She is a so;imlogist.

Time to go to the dentist. I'll read and correct this when I have time and if B think
of any more and have the time I'1l add ite

But T do think that if the collepe invites you it can mean a real oppt@rtnnity for
you and for doing some good under circumstances that assure you will be in a friendly
environment. .

But there is one thing I do no% vant to forget. You ma{ take it as a sales pitch
but that is not iy purpose. I want to tell you a bit more\;m;?t;ese people.

Ue have no children so years agzo 1 deed A:m all we have except my # car. That will
s o Criends vho heide a daughtor in college now and a son soon to be there. ilot only all
the records I got from the government, which I havefrefused to sell. All my own work and
all the copyrights on wy books. glus oiir property, only abolit 10 minutes from the collelhe.
Five plus acres at the bottow#’ of the mountains that begin here, wooded and with many plamts,
flowerbeds. &nd the animals, that nods include vhat was unheard of around here, wild tur-

the skunks and £ have worked it our. They come at night for what the birds waste that we
weally cannot keep vleaning up. They pay no attenti o the @ghts but vwhen I rattle
tbe doorkhob they go, This is what we think of thes and the good they do. Years later,
when they decided to award me an hono%ry doctor ofmphilosophy degree they in—
cluded my wife. They understood that what I have done would be impossible without her,

and she should have been honored, tooe. So they selected convocation for their 100th yearg,
of which they made a big thing. furs were the only awards at it. Those who receive the
awards are expected to say a few wordse l"y‘ wife asked me to speak for both. 411 I said
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was that while of course we are both honored and Appreciative, I am par‘bg.cularly gr@_’ate—
that they recognized the fact that without what my wife has done with so little recog-
nition, I would not have been able to do wjah&t I gid. And as we left the sak stage when
it was all over, with the organ blasting away, as we walked donw the‘g‘le we could not
hear what people said but their mouths made it obvious they were saying, "Thank youe"

And with all the people there and all else she had to go, the collegé president
found out vhere my family was sitting at the éxcellent refreshments they had and first
thing she did was go to them, ask if there was anything they wanted, and then just
spent some time with them., Before going to her duties &f the occasion.

So we have this high regard for them., And that is becaue they are such good people
and because it is so fine a college. US New rates them z'all annually, a‘.n'd. the rating are

by the other college and university presidents. This year they included this small college

with all the universities of the northwast and ifs rating was high, higher than many of
the larger and more famous universities.

If I did not believe this ‘can be important to you and to the country and that in this
instance both coincide I'd not be takin: this time,

&nd I think that if it comegkmto?ygbxéasj when it is gver you'll be more than merely
satisfied. ‘

%ou do not have to Mr, me unless you are more comfortable doing it.

’ Bost wishes, '

v
(
4
'
i
1
§
i

o

g i o T S




