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For John Crewdson - please foeward ' 3/13/19

Dear Jolm,

In one of my many FOIA suits the Times has never mentioned I obtained all the FBINQ
records from these fllea: 62-109060, on the assassinaticn investigntion; £2-109090, on
Commission relations, cte; and 105-82555, on Oswald. Two records from the first are
encloseds

0f course I've obtained many other records, probably about a quarter of a million
pages by now, Some of their intemal records relating to your cozinesa with them would
not make you proude But I guess that is a price to be paid. Many did.

Ks tzenbach's role throughout that pordiod and later es a Congressional witness is
decpicable. He is a master of untruth, rivaling some FBISA's I know in faulty recollection.
Boprs he was kissing the ass of the FAl thet continues o dstest hime. And untruthiul.

Alse untruthful are the Commission finks you checked with, except for Ball, who waes
legs than fully truthful,

The bugzing of the hotel was the W , where Marina was registered under the name
of the then Secret Service Inspector Tom " elley, later dssisiant Director, FProtective
research, since retired. Tho FBEI did do it and they caught her laying her then business
menageT, Martine This geye the FEI imuch blackmail, against the Secret Service, which
made thedeal to involve with Martin when he managed the Imn of the Six Flags,
and against Marina. I haVe a completely separate and quite explicit case of the FBI's
{mmediatek blackmeiling of Marina, almost before her tears stopped flowing. (If you want
this stop off mext tise you are in Washington.)

The actual surveillances of Yarina were pretty complete. In addition to bugs and
tapss they hed her under pjgsical surveillance and kept tabs on her through informants
who have to have been her few friends/associates. My first recollections of the post-
Willard surveillances have them beginning once she got arren to relieve her from
Secret Service cuatody, which was about early February T964.

Aside from blackmailing her into changing her story completely, which they did through
threat of deportation, the FBI had treated Marina pretty badly. I have records of theirs
in which they report her sexual dreams and Pancies, her explanation of her relationship
with Martin (justified because she though he was sterdle and sho'd not conceive), even her
request of a woman friend for a drug that would repress her dreams ox degires. I've used
some of theso in court records, FOIA cases, without attracting any attention to tham.

(As you lmow reporters rarely read court records. They prefer sources.) All of this wae
the frult of surveillances.

First the FSI froze the Secret Service out of its interviews with Harina, while
she was in Secret Service custody, About first week. They used INS, My Gncs tion of
this in my Tirst (1965) book is entirely accurate but greatly understated. ~t continues
to be understated in my second (1966), .

The Secret Service used the carrot = they'd moke her rick. The FBI used the stick.
Actually sho was milked heavily, a totel of 35% off the top, with a 10% to her brother—in-
law Robort to keop her content and to help frgewe Rith Paine out. Ruth was farina's only
possible dutside contact. She tried to reach Merina through the ACLU but by then 1%
was too late. L

Thore may be some truth to the effort to blame the safely-dead Warreh, but if there
is any it is greatly exaggerated. Rankin, who was close to the FBI and was worked in ever
Warren's choice of Warren Olney, terrified the Coremiseion. I got this also through FUIA,
when I got the executive session transcripts, I have all but one now and am back in
ddetrict court on vemsmd on that one, which will mske s sorded Gerald Ford stery if
I get it. Ranikdn comned the old geezers and the compliant Ford into believing that if
they did mat keep close watch on B.ring she's croes the border into Mexico. Really?

Hwaver, the FBI had the notion that the Russians would be using her or that she
might have some connection with them. Flease excuse the hacte and the typos, Sincerely,
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November 21, 1975

i Honorable Nicholas DeB. Katzenbach
:  IBM Corporation
|  Armonk, New York 10504

TN
L Dear Mr. Katzenbach:

J I have been Informed that you recently called
PRI :\De;nty Attorney General Harold Tyler to express your con-
1] 3 jcern about an article written by John Crewdson in the New
. i J[York Times concerning taps and/or bugs on Marina Oswald,
; ; I understand that you said this article may be unfair to us
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and certainly it may also have been unfair to you. The fact
that you took the time and trouble to inform Judge Tyler is
most appreciated, and I am hopeful that this matter will be
stralghtened out in order that we might prevent even further
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{ On the morning of October 30th, I received a telephon o
call from Nicholas Katzenbach. Mr. Katzenbach was concerned

about the article by John Crewdson in the Times concerning

taps and/or buys of the home or apartment of Marina Oswald.

Sspecifically, according to the Crewdson article, the FBI is

said to have made a statement that it had conducted "an

electronic surveillance® of Mrs. Oswald's residence for a

period in February and March, 1964 "based upon written approval

of the Attorney General of the United States.® : '

According to Katzenbach, this article may be erroneous
and unfair, both to the FBI and former Attorney General Robert
Kennedy. Further, according to Katzenbach, he recalls that
the tap was placed on Mrs. Oswald's residence pursuant to a
(request from Chief Justice Earl Warren. Katzenbach is of the
-Q opinion that Mr. Kennedy did not attach the letter which he ,{z .
'2} received from the Chief Justice in order to protect the praVigy 2
or reputation of the latter. N i ;

M

Finally, according to Mr. Katzenbach, it is his recollection

that no bug or other form of electronic surveillance of Mrs.
1 Oswald was ever authorized. Indeed, he is inclined to the -
belief that the FBI did nothing but the phone tap as hereto- .
fore described.
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(Tap on MarinaDswald’s Rd@m'fi )

He Says Warren Commission
" Was Not Told of Action
" Aftgr Kennedy Death

By JONN M. CREWDSON
2 Bpectal 1o Tie Mew Tork Times -
\ WASHINGTON, Oct. 29—The

Federal Burcau of Investigation
tapped the telephones and
bugped the living quarters used
by Marina Oswald after the

t  assassination of President
Kennedy, it failed to report
either the fact of the surveil-
lance or its prodnct to investi-
gators for the Warren Commis-
sion, according to s former
4.1 orncial .

*The officlal, Wht was closely
glnvolved with the investigation®
conducted by the burcau in!
the wake of the assassination,
said that the alectronic surveil-
lance was Instituted on the
Russian-born  Mra, Oswald
shortly after her husband, Lee
Harvey Oswald, was identified

a3 the principal suspect in Mr.
Kennedy's murder.

The surveillance, the former
official said. conlinved for
#some months™ after the death
of Mr. Kennedy on Nov. 22,
1963, and the killing of Oswald
|hirnmr two days later by Jack
||Rn':'by' a Dallas nightclub opera-

But the former_official sald
that, to the best ol his recollec-
tion the surveillance never pro-

* |unable to go beyond the slate-

“Iain any hint that commission

\..Reported by Ex-F.B.I. Official

The burcau aid not deal with
Its reporied failure to Inform
the Warren Commission of the
eavesdropping elfort, and a
Jspokesman said he would be
ment,

Not la Testimony

None of the volumes of testi-
mony or evidence published by
the Wagren Cimimission con-

lawyers were told by the F.B.L
of its surveillance of Mrs, Os-
wald, which the former official
said took place in and around
the Dallas area where she and

ber husband hved.

The former oflicial’s assertion
was supporied by key commis-
sion connsel and investigators,
(who said in telephone inter-
views Lhai*~they~cuuld not re-
member having been told that
Mrs. Oswald's conversalions
had been monitored

! David W. Belin, a lawyer
fromp_D=s_Moines lowa, .who
servea as an assistanl counsel
to the commission, said that
il the former official’s account
was accurat, “t suikes ma
as horrible™ that the commis-
sion was left uniformed.
His sentiments were shared
Albert E. Jenner Jr. also
a former assistant cOmmission
counsel and now a Chicago
lawyer, who said that whether
the surveillance of Mrs. Oswald
had come out “positive Of NEga-
tive” the panel should have
been allowed 1o weigh whateve

_t—) Dep. AD Inv, __
- ) Asst. Dl -~
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
" " Em. Alfoirs
Filles & Com. __
. - Gan. Inv.
\:' Last w:ck. for e;nmplt. the Ident.
F.BI. aicknowledged that one
of its age estroyed, gt
within hours of Oswald’s death,| - Intalt.
an allegedly threatening letter
he had received from Oswald Liburntaey
less than a month befors Mr. Legel Coun.
Kennedy was shol. Plen. & Evel.
Joseph A. Ball, a third lawyer <
who served as an aszistant Sge. Juvi
counsel 1o the Warren Comniis- Tealning

sion, said today in a telephone

interview from his Long Beach,

Calif., oflice Alat_be. 100, was

certain he never had been told

about the electronic surveil
lance of Mrs. Oswald.
If he had been, Mr. Ball
sald, he “would never have
Woermitted® the FBI to use
such 1echniques in its investiga-
tion on behall of the commis-
sion.

Mr. Ball added, however, that
he did recall having been told
that the bureau had bugged
the hotel room that Mrs, Os-
wald occupied on her visit to
Washington_to_testify before
the commissions —~

That bugging was also con-
firmed by the former official,
who said that it had produced
nothing apparently related 10
the investigation at hand. o

The bureau denied in Hts
statement this aflernoon that
it had conducted electronic
eavesdrnpping on Mrs. Oswald
at her Washington hotel.  *

The disclosure that the sur-
veillance of Mul-:. Os;.-al_d ;Dﬂﬂl—
ued at least through February,
1964, the month In which shc'""' Post
testified before the commission, Star-News

Telephone Rm,
Director Sec'y —

er information was gleaned.
i The commission, named for
Earl Warren, the late Chief
Justice who acted as its chair-
man, was set up by President
Johnson within a week of Mr.
Kennedy's death with instruc-
lions to delermine the circum-

duced any information that ap-
parently bore direclly on Os-
wald's motives or that support-
\F" the suspicions held by some
F.B.1. oflicials that he had
been involved in a conspiracy
sgainst the President’s hfe. It
was those suspicions, the form-

er offioial said that prompted stances thal swTo the as-

the bureau to initlate its elec sassination. )

tronic “coverage” of Mrs, Os- The commission’s report was
| wald fnitially heralded and subse-

quently defended by most of
“those who prepared it as ®
definitive assessment of all of
the evice in the hands
of Federal agencics and others
that related In any concelvable
way lo Mr. Kenncdy's death.

The F.BL said In a statement
this afternccn thatdt had “con-
ducled an eleclronic surveik
lance of Marina Oswald's resid-
ence from Feb. 29, 1964, teo
March 12, 1964, based upon
writlen approval g fihe Attor-
ncy General of the Uniied
Siates.” 3

The Government coﬁendul
then that in “national security™
cases courl pennission was nntl
required. Thw —lote Rohert F.

Kennedy was Allorney General
i - .

account of the withholding of
the wiretap and bugging data
on Mrs. Oswald, however, is
but the most recent indication
that the evidence made svailab-
le lo Lthe cwp@mjsson was less

than gomplete. -

N The former F.BL olficial's:

nons wher& the” F.BL plac

raised questions about the l“:d' (New York)

-
bugaing devices and tapped theork Times _ES.I

telephones referred 10 by the eet Journal
* tne newnal Observer
The Los Angeles Timas

former official.
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