. 8/4/69
Kaka-Petnitsky files, Oswald's "suttide attempt”, etc.

&

While I have naver belleved there was a different Csweld in Russia,
others, including Mres. Shirley Orr, of Cubso Missouri, have and do. I believe
L navse given both of you copies of tha memo she did for me on the differdng
diseriptions of IHO.

I seem to racall heving sent you from the LHO sutopsy a8 description
of the -rist wounds, If 4 haven't, it 1s in Belli's bonk slso, where the complete
autorsy eprears.
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With refe-eance to GAI-CIA, pp 3&=5, Just sent by Paul, what Mariae mey
have seld at any one time does not requirs crediting, but I em inclined to agree
the t + heve sesn nothing indicsting to me that he ¥m=m wee a suicide-prdne type,
but that ie also just opinion. That the passages in "Historie Diary" sre overly-
drametic msy also heve no significsnce.

ST RNl sl IR

But the paragreph numbered "@" is interesting to me becauss of what it
fells to ssy snd does reflect. The Cormmission, sllegedly interasted in the indeti-
fication of Oswzld, sllegedly inquiring into his suicide bty slashing wrists, didn't
send the autopsy snd the pictures it did heve of these wrists to the CIa? It
doesn't meke sense, nor is the uncertain languuge of the suggestion by the CIA
that it would like to =& the sutopsy the formulation I would expect in a memo
to “oover. It had to knov he hed autopsy, plctures, ete.

It was ell hendled too gingerly. Much too delicately handled.

The hospital would not relesse the Oswald autorsy pleturss without
a subpene and 8 subpens wes issued, This 1s all quite proper smi got no sttention
g ~ in order the hide the improprieties with the JFK sutopey. Somewhere I hawe the
stuff on this i1f el ther of you ever needs it.

I have long felt there is an aspect of this beingz covered. I do not
know whet it is. One of the things I have suspected is thst the scers sre not
congistent with a fetal incision, that the suicide wes put on.

Best,
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MEMORANTUN FOR: Director
Federal Buresu of Invectipation
Attention: 1o, 8. J. Fapich

SUBJECT: - Assassinetion of President Joha P. Iennedy

1. According to entries for late Octoter 1959 in Lee Harvey
OSWALD's "Historic Diary," he ettempted suicide in Moscow on
2l October 1959 by cutting his left wrist. In en interview of
Marina Oswald, conducted by your 3pecisl Agents Aunatole A. Boguslav
and wWellace K. Beitmsan on 2 December 195k at Dallas, Texas, as shown
by pemorandun dated 3 December 1953 furniched to this Agency, she
etated that she never knew OSWALD to speak of or attemnst suiclde,
that she did not think that he w2s capable of suicide ead she did
not believe he had ever attenpted sulcide, She also stated that
she recalled seeing a scar on the inner left wrist of OSWALD after
they were married. Thia scar ehe gaid was completely healed and
she asked him aebout this and he eveded auswering her,

2. In connection with our efforts to asslst the President's
Comuission oa the Assassination of President Kennedy by providing -
information which might be belpful in intersreting available materials
relating to OSVALD's activities abread, ve have considered tha entry
with regard to attempted suiciga. Ve considar this entry as being
oi cousideravle importance and one vhich mizat Te subject to verification.

3. The only informeticn we have Tecelved vidieh would apoecar to
have a direct bearing on the aceuracy of tha disvy entry ia that con-
tained in the above mentioned Lemorandun of interview dated 3 December
1964, The information contained therein was provided by his widow, a
Sovlet citizen. We feal that statexents oa the part of larina CSVALD
arc not adaquate and that independent corrovorativo evidsnco on this
point should be obbtained if it s ro3ssibla to do co. :

h. We vould sppreciate recedving eny other inforration, such ca
statements of obrervations by rolica or otkors, including the undsra.
takers, coples of eny roports » such co autopsy o other, vhich may
contaln informition partincnt to 4hin roint. '
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7+ The best cvidence of & pcar or cears on the 1ef‘t.'wrist :
would of course be direct examination by a competent authority
end ve recomzend that this be done end that a Paotogrash of tha
inner and outer surfaces of the left vrict be made if there hag
© been no other evidencs acceptable to the Commigsicn that he aia
. in fact attempt euicida by eutting his wrlote
(5igred) Bickard moe”
. Richerd lolmg
Daputy Director for Pisng
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