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MINSK, Belarus—A handful of
people here have suddenly become
minor celebrities, all because they
&n?wm:ﬂmm ME_.mM.n_ ?...%12.:
nam more
than 30 years ago. ~

Qswald lived in Minsk for more
" than two years. He worked in a
sprawling radio factory and mar-
ried a local woman before return-
ing to the United States in 1962,
some 18 months before the assas-
sination of John F. -Kennedy.
Oswald was arrested in the

shooting; two days later he was
shot -and killed by Jack- Ruby at
the Dallas city jail. _

Until Hﬂu.mm. the Minsk phase
of Oswald’s life has been largely
off-limits to foreign researchers.
But the barriers fell with the col-
lapse of the communist system,
and Oswald’s former friends are
being besieged for new details of
his time in this drab city.

Norman Mailer, the American

author, is the most prominent of

" those digging into -Oswald’s past.

For the last few months, Mailer

‘has been living on and off in

Minsk. He confirmed in a tele-
phone conversation that he is
working on a book about Oswald
but declined to be more specific.
“I never discuss a book I'm
ioam:m on, because 1 might jinx
myself,” Mailer said. .

Mailer even tried to move into

the one-room apartment with a
view of the Svisloch River where
Oswald, then in his early 20s, lived

‘under constant secret police sur-

veillance, - 2
“He offered to send my wife and
me on vacation in the south for a
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