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ley, one of Oswald's fellow enlisted men, told the Com-
mission that Oswald believed that “Marxist morality
was the most rational morality to follow,” that com-
munism was “the best system in the world.” 28 To
Thornley, Oswald merely seemed to be toying with
these ideas rather than holding any conviction. Thorn-
ley was sO struck by the unusual young marine that he
eventually wrote a novel based on Oswald’s life.”®
There is no record of the Marine Corps ever show-
ing concern that one of its young radar operators, with
access to secret information and stationed at one of its
most sensitive bases, was talking of the joys of Marx-
jsm and the superiority of the Communist system o
his fellows. In any case Oswald’s active relationship
with the marines came to an end on September 11,
1959, three months ahead of his scheduled discharge.”®
Oswald had applied for and received a “dependency
discharge” ** on the grounds that his mother had in-
jured herself at work and could no longer support her-
s i a lie. True enough, Marguerite
had been injured on the job when a jar fell on her
head and struck her toe.5? The accident had occurred
nearly a year before,?® however, and it had kept Mar-
guerite from work less than a week. Coincidentally,
Lee had been on leave in
the accident, and had returned to duty without men-
tioning the incident.3* All the same, Oswald’s dis-
charge was granted in less than a week, 2 speed which
_astounded his Marine Corps buddies.** Even the Com-
mission was suspicious. An unpublished top secret
Commission memo stated flatly, “He undoubtedly ob-
tained the discharge fraudulently.” *
There was also some funny business with Oswald’s
Marine Corps records. The Report, relying on 2 De-
fense Department chronology of Oswald’s service, as
well as his Marine service records,
gpent i i
1958, and then, with
ferred back to Atsugi.®" Between October 6 and No-
vember 2, the records go om,
another section of his unit on
shipment back to the United States.®®
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