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have made it im| ible for Soviet of to ._.& him, as one al

ruM..n “Go __oBu.woM.._So:w_- he didn’t get to sign the papers that day,

he eventually got what he wanted. When he spoke to —v...an___n Johnson

two weeks later, he said the Russians had assured him he would be

allowed to stay. o
._.Mt!.n Enuna of November the embassy lost track of him in

’ Moscow. He surfaced in Minsk the following January. Some writers

i interim Oswald was being questioned by the
suspect that durin _nwﬂmﬁ?n_\..’:._ W, !u.w
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ance. In 1964 JO ormer chief at EI Toro, listed

tial info ow fo have had access
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strengths of all squadrons. ( The radio frequencies and call umww.. ere

iy changed after Oswald’s defection.) He also had some knowledge of the

U-2 and of a device called TPX-1, which was used to transfer radio

,@,_z. and radar signals several miles away from their source, diverting
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", missiles set to home in on them. And he had received instruction in
W then-new MPS 16 height-finding radar equipment, which could
locate planes, such as the U-2, at extremely high altitudes. But he
would not have had the technical e ise to reveal very much about
those devices. ﬁ ity ot ) .
When Oswald hinted tq Snyder that he knew something of special
interest, he may have begn talking about the U-2. But the wnmu_nsu
already knew a good deal about the ican “mystery plane.” One
intelligence observer has said that the Soviets may have first learned
about the U-2 from a Ukrainian-born scientist and aerial photography
specialist who defected from the United States in 1956. The existence
- of the plane was no secret. In March 1958 the Japanese magazine Air
Review published photographs of U-2s taken by a 16-year-old boy
standing off-base near a runway of an American ._E_.E__wmon.

It was apparently standard practice for the Soviet intelligence ser-
vices to debrief defectors, especially military personnel. As one CIA
officer has remarked, if nothing else, “they will talk to a Marine about
close order drill.” We may assume Oswald was debriefed. The _E.vo?
tant thing for our purposes, however, is not that he may have given
away secrets but that he didn’t receive the favorable treatment he had

m clearly expected as a reward.

According to his wife Marina, he had come to her country hoping
to get an education. He applied for admission to the Patrice Lumumbg
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University of Friendship of Peoples in Moscow, where students from
- Third World countries leamed Marxist ideology. He wanted to study
philosophy, economics, and politics. But in May 1961 his application
was tumed down. Looking back, Kerry Thomley thought Oswald
must have assumed that the Russians would accept him in a “much
higher capacity” than they did. He thought Oswald expected them,
“in his own dreams, to invite him to take a position in their govern-
ment, possibly as a technician, and I think he then felt he could go
out into the world, into the Communist world and distinguish himself

Like his fellow Tadar operators, Oswald had a low security clear- _.\A-tb\ and work his way up into the party, perhaps.”

This hope was, of course, completely unrealistic. Even the most
celebrated defectors were never given significant positions in the So-
viet Union. Guy Burgess and Donald MacLean, high-level members
of British intelligence who had been KGB agents for many years,
defected after learning they were under suspicion by the British. After
being feted in Moscow, they were given work at the English Depart-
ment of a government publishing house. Another defector, Morris
Block, was sent to Odessa to work as a shipfitter. Lee Harvey Oswald
was sent 10 Minsk to work in a radio factory. He lived there from
January 1960 until May 1962, and for more than half of that time, he
was Irying to get out.

When Richard Snyder sppeared before the Warren Commission
someone wanted to know what his reaction was when he heard Os-
wald had been sent to live in Minsk. Snyder, who had once taken a
walk around town while waiting for a train at Minsk, replied, “Serves
him right.” Minsk was heavily industrialized and unattractive. Its
winters were long and severe, quite different from anything Oswald
had ever experienced. He was given an expensive apartment and a
monthly stipend—he lived well, by Russian standards—but he was
assigned manual labor, which he disliked. The records supplied by the
Sovict government indicate that he made a familiar impression on his
employers: ‘Citizen Lee Harvey Oswald reacts in an over-sensitive
manner 10 remarks from the foremen, and is careless in his work.
QEPE.QI.ESEEEEEE&&:?&_ngE
keeps very much to himself.”

While Oswald was in Minsk, the American plots 1o assassinate
ﬁ&gigﬁngiﬁgﬁﬂ&
the Bay of Pigs invasion, while Eisenhower was stifl in office Jusr 2
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