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In Kennedy Files, KGB Defector

By CEorcE LaroNER ]2,
Washington Post Smﬂj mer

Shortly after Rndﬂmt Kemmdy{&

1963 assassination;‘a high-ranking
Russian KGB deféector asserted
the shooter, Lee Harvey Oswald,)
wouldneva'havehadthechamelf
standard Soviet procedures had been

followed when Oswald tried to kill..o¢.

hmse!meosmwmiQSQ.

The , Yuri Nosenko, said
Oswaldwouldﬁh!rehledtudeaihbut
for the intervention of his Intourist
guidé, who had his hotel room un-
locked when Oswald failed to show
up for a meeting and then failed to
answer the door.

Pounding the table in a Feb. 23,
1964, conversation with FBI agents,
Nosenko, who had been a deputy
chief of the KGB'’s Tourist Division,
gaid the guide should not have “bro-
ken into the room,” but should have

“instead called the KGB office like -

they-are instructed to when they do
not get any response from people
with whom they have appointments.”

Nosenko said he “most likely”
would have told the guide to forget
about Oswald for the evening and
had someone check on him the next
day, “at which time he would have
beenﬁmmddwd.

Thei “what if” is includ-
ed in 60,000 pages of FBL CIA and
other records made public last week
by the:National Archives and the
Assassination Records Review
Board, which was set up by Congress
to compile all available records on the
Nov. 22, 1963, assassination. The
archmstmdmgeofthemﬂecum,
Stevel’ﬂleywdttmmlsmurethan-i

Kennedy.

Many of the files made public last
week illustrate little more than the
secrecy government agencies have
extended to even routine records.
One box from the CIA’s Office of

Security contains nothing but old

newspaper and magazine clippings.
TheremrtonNosenkoavmdsuse

ed to the United'States about two
months after Kennedy’s murder. He

wasregardedbysomeasoneafﬁie

most important defectors ever re-
cruited by the CIA and by others as a
fake double agent sent here to deliver
“disinformation” abmtOswaId,whn
defected to Moscow in 1959 and
returned to the West in 1962,
He claimed to have been assigned
to review the KGB file on Oswald |
after Kennedy was killed; he said it
showed that Oswald had not been
used by Russian intelligence. ‘
Nosmhrsnmﬁlmdhinnelftbe

- target of CIA

counterintelligence
nh:emeJmAngHmandoﬂ:u
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Tells of 1959 Oswald Suicide Attempt

him. He was put in solitary confine-
ment for three years.
‘IheCIAﬁnal}y“rehabilimted”N&
senko in 1968, giving him U.S. citi-
zmsh:panda$500(l)—a—ywroousul—
tant’s post, but he remains a question
mark to many, at]astummmgh:s
statements about Oswald. For in-
stance, Nosenko’s account about
proper Soviet procedure when Os-
wald failed to keep his appointment
‘may be accurate, but Nosenko either
. misremembered or nmde up other

toric Diary,” he slashed his left wrist
on Oct. 21, 1959, devastated at
havmgbemtnﬁheomﬁnotmm
in the Soviet Union. His Intourist

guide, Rimma Shirokova, was sup- .
posed to meet him in an hour. When'
Oswald failed to show up, she:sunr -
moned the hotel manager and they

found him bleeding and unconscious.

10 more minutes.”

AubrdmgmﬂmFBIrepm't,No-_

- saidyit had glready

senko claimed that Oswald had
gslashed both wrists and that the
umelgmdewaaanm.Nosenkoalso
‘already been decided to
sénd Oswald to Minsk and made no
mention of the fact that Oswald had
been told to leave. The Russians did
mtdeademamd}mntnbﬂ:ﬁkunﬁl

"aﬂmheimdtoldlllnmsdf.

Nosenko said a doctor at: the -
hospital where Oswald was taken -
said the next day that he would have
dmi“hadﬂamkimtheenﬁmmdﬁ!r :
SdectCmnmﬂieemAmmtms.

think Nosenko was a bona fide

-6eﬁector but he exaggerated about
’hmladfandwhatheknewabom
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