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King propaganda”"
show Soviets didn’t
‘understand U.S.

By James Risen
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — A new
book based on long-secret KGB
files makes a number of shocking
Cold War-era claims — that the
Soviet agency fabricated evidence

and worked to spread rumors that: -

the CIA assassinated John F. Ken-

nedy and that J. Edgar Houver was

gay.

The claims are made in a book
based on KGB archives brought to
the West by a defector.

According to the files turned

over by a former KGB archivist to
British intelligence and detailed in
a new book, Moscow’s Cold War
spy service took several steps de-
signed to link the CIA to the Ken-
nedy assassination.

These steps included forging a
letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to a
CIA officer, E. Howard Hunt, ask-
ing for information “before any
gteps are taken by me or anyone
else,” according to the new book,
“The Sword and the Shield,” writ-
ten by Christopher Andrew: and
the former KGB officer, Vasily Mi-

Accounts of JFK, .

trokhin. The book is to be pub- *

lished by Basic Books later th:s
month. '
The Oswald letter was suppos-

fore Kennedy was gunned down in
Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, but was
actually created by the KGB in the
mid-1970s, after Hunt’s name had
surfaced in the Watergate investi-

gation, according to KGB files cop-

jed by Mitrokhin while he served as
a KGB archivist. _

The letter looked so real that it
even fooled Oswald’s widow, ac-
cording to a BBC report that was
to be rebroadcast on Sunday by
CBS’ “60 Minutes.”

It was then passed anonymously.
to three conspiracy buffs and en-

tered circulation in the United
States when it was picked up by
one writer of self-published assas-

sination books, the authors report.

KGB letter declared a forgery

The letter led to a brief flurry of
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edly written about two weeks be- f.j.'tl‘ﬂtedthatnmoderntaﬁkexmg;_,"

interést when a Dallas newspaper
reported that a handwritihg expert -
declared it to be genuine, but a
congressional panel that re-investi-
gated the Kennedy assassination
in the late 1970s later concluded
thattheleﬁerwaspmbablyaiorg—

The KGB’s clumsy propaganda
campaign never had much of an
impact on the debate over the Ken- -
nedy assassination in the United
States. But the archives spirited.:
out of Russia by Mitrokhin appear
to support the longstanding asser- "
tions by CIA officials that the’
KGB conducted dm'mformat:on"';.
campa:gns designed to raise dark °
suspicions about the U.S. govam—%
ment and prominent American:
leaders-around the world:- = " 'i‘"

The book also suggests that
those efforts were amateurish ana
often silly. In August 1967, for in-"~
stance, the KGB authorized a plan - 7
to discredit the Rev. Martin Lu-;.

asan“UncleTom whowassecmt-:‘-{.
ly being paid by the government so0-
that he would make sure MM:
nghizmmementwouldnot

_ en President Lyndon B. Jnhnm."i?

TheKGBwnsappaxenﬂyﬁt‘m—"‘i

had emerged as the mos. influen-
tial voice in the civil nghts move-~
ment, but Moscow’s conacal pro-

_paganda revealed the KCB’s lack

of understanding of American poli-
tics and socmty The KGB’spmpa

"._nmewhen Dr. ngwakhamhly‘j
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‘attacking Johnson’s conduct of the
Vietnam War indicates that Amer-
ican police agencies were not the

only Keystone Kops active in the
1960s,” said David J. Garrow, a
historian at Emory University and
the author of “The FBI and Martin
Luther King Jr.” -

KGB agents reportedly also
mailed forged letters to major U.S.

newspapers to support rumors that
Hoover, then the FBI director, was

gay.

M1tmkhm was a KGB archivist
in charge of managing many of the
spy service's. secret files until he
retired in 1984. When he arrived in
Britain in 1992 and sought out
British intelligence, he brought
with him a huge cache of notes that

he said he had taken based on

those files, and turned them over.

The Mitrokhin files, which the
British considered reliable enough
to share with the CIA and FBIL,
have offered’ Western intelligence
and law enforcement officials a
treasure trove of historical infor-
mation about KGB operations
around the world.

And while the archives quoted
in the book contain only limited
information about Soviet espio-

nage cases, the archives have al-
ready helped identify some spies.
In the United States, for instance,
the book reveals that the Mitro-
khin files helped lead the FBI to
Robert Lipka, a former code-clerk
at the National Security Agency,
who worked as a Soviet mole in the
1960s. Lipka was arrested in 1996
and pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
commit espionage.

CIA turned defector away

Mitrokhin first attempted to de-
fect to the United States, but was
received a lukewarm reception
from a CIA officer when he ap-
proached the agency in a Baltic
country soon after the collapse of
the Soviet Union.

Officials say that the CIA’s So-

viet/East BEuropean Division had
decided that the KGB was no lon-
ger a threat and had instituted a
controversial new policy that led
CIA officers in the field to tum
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away many defectors. Paul Red-
mond, who was then the CIA’s
deputy chief of counterintelligence,
smdmanmternewthathesought
to take over the Mitrokhin case
“after other officials had failed to -
-show interest, but by then Mitro-
..l'khmhadt:&'nedtotheBnhah.
7 Redmond now argues that the
CIA’s diffident handling of Mitro-
khin’s efforts underscored a larger
_problem, which was that the CIA
Fdec:ded‘nmvely”aﬁerthecoﬂapae
koftheSowetUnmntosmleback
its espwnage operatmns agamst
tlydldmmsa'
.goodbetmthMJtmRhm,smcakns
:archrveaseemtureven]awzdear— ;
‘_rayofmtngumgmszghtsmtoKGB \
h_opemhuna apainst the West.
;.-TAmnngothertlnng,accondmgto
~ the book, the files show that the
KGB planted secret caches of
weaponsmEmopeandprobahlym
‘annrthAmeneaaswall,appareuﬂy
r use in the event of war.

M.Emmm corrects errors.
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