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The Embassy received on May 25, 1961 an undated letter from Lee Harver
Oswald postmarked Minsk, May 16, 1961, in which he states in part that he Is
asking "full guarantees that I shall not, under any circumstances, be persz-

U
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cuted for any act pertaining to this case" should he return to the United [=Ts
States, that if this "condition™ cannot be met he will "endeavor to use r7 | <
relatives in the United States to see about getting something done in WasZngtong®

S

According to the letter, Oswald is married to a Russian woman who would w=t to
accompany him to the United States. The text of the letter is contained 22
Enclosure 1. _

In view of the possibility that the Depariment may receive further iz-
quiries from Oswald's mother or from other persons in his behalf concerni-:
his case, the Lmbassy would be glad to have the Depertaent's coments bef:zze
replying to Oswald. The Embassy proposes to reply to Oswald, drawing upcz the
language of the third paragraph of the Department's A-173, that should he e
found not to have lost American citizenship, he would be entitled to retw= to
the United States under the laws and regulations appliceble to 211 Americza
citizens and that the Enbassy is not in a position to advise him whether I
the event of his return he may be subject to prosecution for possible off:izses
commitied in violation of the laws of the United States or of any of the Zatss,
The Embassy's reply would also reiterate that the final determinztion of Iszldls
claim to American citizenship could only be made on the basis of a person:l in-
terview and that he is free to visit the Embassy whenever he desires,. Tk:z reply
would include the Embzssy's prepared informztion sheets explaining the re iire-
ments and procedures pertaining to his wife's intended immipration. Osweli
would also be informed of the necessity for him and his wife to apply to -Ze
Soviet authorities for permission to leave the Soviet Union and would be n-
vited to inform the Embassy if he had done so.

The reference in Oswald's letter to his present Soviet internal pass;ort
in which he is apparently designated as "without citizenship" is, if accwzis,
prima facie indication that the Soviet government does not regard him as
possessing Soviet citizenship. It would zppear on this basis that Oswalc hzs

not yet expatriated hima}.f“\ﬁ:@éﬁfséﬁﬁ:an; 31-9%3)(1) of the Irmipration ac:
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The Embassy has noted that the Depart‘nent did not comsider it prudent
to forvard Oswald's passport to him by mail, The Eambzassy also feels that
it would b2 neither prudent nor approrriate in this case to reiurn Oswald's

- passport to him without the normal physical and legal safe-puards provided

by the requirement that he appcar at the Embassy for a personel interview. .

.  » - Should circumstances arise which meke it desirable to provide Uswald with a

_passport or certificate of identity, under circumstances other than the fore-

e going, the Embassy will request the Department's prior advice. Does the " -

Departaent consider that Oswald is entitled to the protection of the United:
States Covernmmant vhile he continues to reside abroad under present circum-
stances in the absence of reasonable evidence that he has cor'mitteu Zn ex-

patriating act? - : et T 7'
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As stated above.
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7 " #In regaros to your letter of liarch 2L, I understand the reasons for
the =ecessity of a personal interview at the Ewbassy, however, I wish to
" "'make it clear thet I am 2sking not only for the right to return to the

.- United Stetes, but 2lso for full pusrantees that I shall not, under amy
..+ 7 clrcumsiances, be persecuted for any act pertaining teo this case. I made
. “.\_ " that clear from my first letier, although nothing has been said, even

i. . T vaguely, coomcerning this in iy correspondence with the EZmbassy. Unless you

“ - tinuance of our correspondence, instead I shall endeavor to use my relatives
% in the United States, to see about getting something done in !lashington. -

wrEle, — "~ I donot care to take the risk of gettinpg into 2 awkward sitvation unless 1
‘-~ - ‘think it worthwhile. /lso, since my last letter I have gotten married.

"ji wife is Russian, born in Leningrad, she has no psrents livine and is

.quit-e willing to lezve the Soviet Union vith me and live in the United Statrs.’

e, "I would not leave here without =y 1ife so arranferments would have to be
made for her to leave ai the same time as T do.

a7 "The marriage stamp was placed .on my present pacsport, after some trouble
witk the avthorities, so my status as far as the U533 is concerned, is the some
-as tefore, that is Tyithout citizenship.t = i

3 P with this extra couplication I sugpcst you do seme checking up before
- advising me further. i ‘

"] believe I have spoken frankly in this letter. I hope you do the sane
- in your next leiter.

%3incerely yours,

/s/ Lee lnvvey Csuiald®
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‘honestly think that this condition can be met, I see no rezson for a con- _

ey T nis for coming to Yoscow, this vonld have to be on my om initiative and -
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